A level History Transition Work

Thanks for considering A level History. A level History is a fascinating subject and students enjoy it. .
However, it is a step up from GCSE History. Over the course of the A-level, you will need to commit
to doing lots of independent study, lots of reading in between lessons, to research and write a 4000-
word piece of coursework in your own time, and to revise for and sit 3 challenging History exams.
The course is purely assessed through written work, and you will
be receiving regular essays — probably in the region of 4 per half
term.
This transition work has been designed with two purposes in
mind: '
A) To give you a realistic idea of what A |evel History is going
to be like
B} To give you some useful context before starting the
course.

This work may seem like a lot, but it is of a similar level to what
you will be expected to do throughout your A-level. At this stage )
we are not looking for perfection, but instead for evidence that you are motwated enough to be
ahle to work on your own. It's ok to make mistakes!

The transition work is below. All of the tasks must be fully completed. If they are not, or are not
handed in on the first lesson back after the summer break, you will risk being removed from the
course

Please note — our department follows the following OCR units..
You will receive a free textbook to help you with the course so |
there is no need to buy your own. There are revision guides !
available but it is probably best to wait until September when -
you are 100% sure you will be taking the course. !

Studying History at A-level will give you the opportunity to build
upon your knowledge of the subject at GCSE, while also studying
new topics in much greater depth. An A-level in History is widely
respected by employers and universities alike as it requires high
levels of effort, motivation and knowledge, as well as demonstrating key transferrable skills.

¢  Unit 1 - The Early Stuarts and the English Revolution 1603—1660 — External exam 25% of
total A-fevel

e Unit 2 - Russia 1894-1941 —~ External exam - 15%

e Unit 3 - Popular Culture and the Witchcraze of the 16th and 17th Centuries -~ External
exam - 40%

¢ Unit 4 Coursework — Internally assessed, 20%



Unit 1 - The Early Stuarts and the English Revolution 1603-1660

(Mr Tomlin) | have given you some extracts from a textbook on England 1625-1660. To help to
build your background knowledge, please do the following:

Read the section on "Why was the Crown quarrelling with Parliament’ and "Why were the English -
quarrelling about religion’. Use these to write extended answers on the following (at least a page
on each):
* ‘Explain why there was tension between the monarch and parliament at the start of
the 17*" century’ (use the table at the bottom of the page to help to plan your answer)
¢ ‘Explain why there was tension over religion at the start of the 17%" century’
it would also help if you were able to do some/all of the following:

» Research the Reformation in England, and understand some of the religious changes
that had happened from the 1530s to 1603 under the Tudors
o Make a factfile on Elizabeth | — she doesn’t feature in our course but her shadow hangs
over lames | at the start of his reign.
Do some extra reading/listening on the Civil War — 1 can recommend the following:

Podcasts
e Cavaliercast, Revolutions by Mike Duncan (which has seasons on both the English and
Russian revolution).
Reading
» Peter Ackroyd’'s book ‘Civil War’ is a readable one volume book on this entire topic.
o Jessie Child's ‘The Siege of Loyalty House’. A new, and very enjoyable history of the
English Civil War told through the lens of ordinary people. | listened to the audiobcok
and it was excellent.



Unit 2 - Russia 1894-1941

(Mr Haycock-ivo) Using the extracts from the textbook ‘Russia under Tsarism and Communism 1881~
1953’ read the sections on ‘How was Russia governed under the Tsars? ‘ The reforms of Alexander .
I and ‘Alexander 11,

* Use the information to create a fact file on both rulers, neither are covered by the course
but there political reforms had a direct impact of the Russian Revolution.

You also need to answer the following questions in detail (about one page of A4}

» ‘Explain what challenges were facing the Tsarist regime at the end of the 19" century?’

¢ ‘Explain how Alexander It and Alexander ill tried to solve the problems facing Russia in 19%
century? {This can be answered in two parts, one focusing on Alexander It another focusing
on Alexander 1li or as one answer. Either way it should be a page in length.)

| would also recommend reading these two History Today articles on both rulers. If you come across
any terms, you do not understand | would suggest you research them and put them into a glossary, a
lot of the terminology in the articles will also come up in the course.

It would also help if you did the following »

| imagine Russia will be a completely new topic to most of you so | would recommend researching
Russian history, particularly the history of the Tsars. | would recommend watching the documentary
series ‘Land of the Tsars’ which is available on Youtube. This gives a good overview of the rule of the
Tsars in Russia.

it would be helpful for you to understand what the terms Communism, Autocracy and Liberalism.
Research those terms and create a fact file about both key terms. These are the main political ideas
that the course covers,

Research the geography of Russia. Russia is a huge country, and it was even bigger in 1900. Make a
list of all the modern-day countries that used to be part of Russia. There is a lot of talk about his in
news recently because of the war in Ukraine.

Podcasts
Mike Duncan’s series on the Russian Revolution is very in depth and accessible
Youtube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtiRISmSm_Y — Land of the Tsars

Books

Orlando Figes book ‘A people’s tragedy’ is considered the most comprehensive book on the Russian
revolution, reading jus the first few chapters will set you up well to start the course. You can also
listen to the audiobook which is exceilent.

‘The Court of the Red Tsar’ by Simon Sebag Montefiore gives a you an insight into Stalin’s
government and how he ruled the country.



Why was the Crown quarrelling with
Parliament?

By 1603 a number of issues had begun to sour relations between the Crown
and Parliament. During the reign of James I (1603-25) these issues developed
into a running argument hetween the King and the House of Commons. In
1625 Charles I succeeded to the throne at a difficult ime,

INTRODUCTION g

B C Crown vs Parliament )

THE DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS i F
Both fames and Charles believed in the ‘Divine Right of |
Kings'. A king was God’s REGENT on Farth, answerable |-
only to divine judgement after death. In 1610 James
claimed that kings were ‘not only God's lleutenants
upon Earth, and sit upon God’s throne, but even by
God himself they are cafled gods', Charles believed this
even more strongly.

BUT Parliament believed the King had to act within
the law.

ROYAL PREROGATIVE

James and Charles believed the King had the power to
make decisions that were beyond the competence of
Parliament:

* Foreign policy: the King was free to make and break
alliances, arrange royal marriages and take England to
war,

* The army was the King's army, and took its orders ‘
only from him, !

* Parlizment was called and dissolved at the King's {
pleasure. The king could ‘prorogue’ Parllament:
interrupting its sitting for as long as he liked,

* The King appointed all judges and ministers. Ministers
did not have to be chosen from Parliament, nor were
members of the Privy Council answerable to
Parliament.

* The King was the Supreme Governor of the Church
of England, The King appointed the bishops and
decided doctrine,

BUT Parliament had the privilege of freedom of speech.

Charles | opening Parfiament, 1625

J— ACTIVITY

Someone who rules on behalf of Study Chart C. Then copy and complete the following table. This should help to ;
another. focus your attention on the issues that were dividing King and Parliament by 1625.
SURSIDIES ISSUES THE KING'S VIEW PARLIAMENT’S v1evﬁ

Tax money approved by Parliament to

help the king cover the costs of Roval .
government, oyal prerogative

— Royal Finance

Parliament's privileges

The Divine Right of Kings

,E)I\MONWEALTH

Those aspecis of the kingdom of
England that affected everyone or in
which everyone had an interest. ,LThe Church of England

Impeachment

T o m m om o m om s




ROYAL FINANCE

Parliament expected the King to pay the
costs of his household, court and
government from the Crown’s private
income — his ‘ordinary revenue’, The
growing costs of government, inflation,
and James I's extravagance made this
mare difficult without ‘extraordinary
revenue’ - SUBSIDIES voted by Parlfament,

* Therefore, the King called Parfiament
more frequently to ask for money.

» Parliament expected the King to explain
why he needed more money.

* Parliament was learning to withhold
subsidies until the King had addressed its
grievances,

* Parliament’s grievances were
encroaching on Issues that the King
thought were part of his royal
prerogative — for example foreign
policy, the Church of England.

BUT the King believed that he had the
right to raise money without Parliament's
consent if he judged it necessary.

PARLIAMENT’S PRIVILEGES
By 1603 Parliament had a strong sense of
its own rights. :

* The King had no right to enter the
chamber of the House of Commons.
* Members of Parliament enjoyed freedom
from arrest during the existence of a
Parliament, after which they might be
called to account for what they had said
or done cutside the chamber. VWhat
passed between them within the House
was theoretically sacrosanct, yet still
there were grey areas, notably the legal
standing of MPs accused of treason.
Freedom of speech: the Crown
accepted that MPs had the right to
discuss matters which affected the
COMMONWEALTH: things such as taxation,
the Poor Law, the state of the highways,
crime.

BUT the Crown defended its right to
formulate poficy, fn 1621 James | clashed
with Parliament over this, YVhen the
Commons passed a PROTESTATION
criticising him for falling to respect
Parllament’s privileges, James was so angry
that he ripped It from the Commons’
Journal with his own hands. The problem
was that no-clear distinction could be
made between the King's prerogative and
Parliament’s legitimate interests.

IMPEACHMENT

By the early 1620s Parliament was turning
itself into a court of law by reviving the
medieval process of impeachment. The
House of Commons impeached the
accused person, who then stood trial
before the House of Lords, It was clear
that Parfiament would use impeachment
as a way of bringing the King's ministers
to account,

BUT the King said his choice of ministers
was a matter of royal prerogative,

THE COMMONS? PROTESTATION,

18 DECEMBER 1621

The liberties of Parliament are the
ancient ond undoubted birthright
and inheritance af the subject of
E{Iglmrd; and gffairs concerning the
King, State, and defence of the realm
and of the Chyreh of England, and
the maintenance ang making of laws,
m:d‘ redress of grievances are proper
subjects and matters of counsel and
debate iy, Parliament,

Who's who in the English Civil War? As you work through this book, you will
encounter many people who had a major impact on events. At various places in the
margin you will find a ‘Who'’s who!’ bax, drawing your attention to a significant
individual. Use the indexes of history books and search on the internet to find out
more about these people. You could also try fooking them up in the Oxford
Dictionary of National Biography (2004). Make notes on each person to create your
own ‘Who’s who in the English Civil War!’ reference list or database.
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INTRODUCTION ¢

ACTIVITY
Settlement.

England were taken from

Protestantism?!

sides?

Study Chart D, The Elizabethan

I Which aspects of the Church of

Catholicism and which from

2 Why was the settlement unlikely to
win over the extremists on both

B D The Elizabethan Settlement

Why were the English quarrelling
about religion?

Alongside the constitutional quarrels (see Chart C), a problem of special
importance was religion. Protestants and Catholics had been fighting each -
other in Kurope for nearly 100 years. The Church of England, dating from the il
Elizabethan Settlement of 1559, tried to create a national church in which all
but the most extreme Catholics and Protestants could worship side by side (
Chart D). By isolating the extremists, Elizabeth I had hoped to defuse
dangerous religious tensions.

Extreme Cathalics
called RECUSANTS

i —o zease
catholic®

» Monarch is
‘Governor’ not
‘Head'

* Bishops govern
the Church

* Ministers wear
vestments

* Holy
Communion
open to &
Catholic
Interpretation

¢ Ceremonial
encouraged

* [conoclasm
discouraged

s Sign of the
Cross and
bowing at the
rame of jesus

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 5
est. 1559 :

’ Founded by Acts of Parliament J
“* 1 Act of Supremacy: the monarch

is ‘Supreme Governor' of the
Church

2 Act of Uniformity: Church

services — the fiturgy’ — to conform =
to the Book of Common Prayer

3 Thirty-nine Articles: define the

official beliefs — the 'doctrine’ — of
the Church

EPISCOPAL CHURCH GOYERNMENT

MONARCH

ARCHBISHOP OF
CANTERBURY

BISHOPS

PARISH MINISTERS

'TO p'easre o
s rfétestants

s The monarch”
rules the
Church

* English Bible

* Seryices in
English

* Holy Seripture
ali that is
needed for
salvation

® 'Justification by
Faith'

® Ministers can
marry

* Sermons
delivered from
a pulpit

* Comrmunion
tables instead of
altars

called PURITANS

/
. : .-_ki,.“___/—/\-»\
OTESTANTISM |
L

Seg

Extreme Protestants




England was now a Protestant country, but some Catholics still hoped to
convert England to the Cathelic faith. By the time James I ascended the throne
in 1603, the Crown was coming under pressure from Puritans to enforce the
anti-Catholic PENAL LAWS more sirictly.

The Crown’s view of the religious problem was different from that of the
Puritans. Elizabeth and James believed the real threat to stability came from the
Puritans themselves, who threatened to drive loyal Catholics into the arms of
the extremists. The Puritans saw all Catholics as potential traitors whose loyalty
was already suspect. They therefore saw no risk in persecution, believing that
the Crown’s ‘softly soffly’ approach was misguided and dangerous.

The Catholics themselves were divided. Most were loyal subjects. Their
position was compromised by the extremisis; incidents such as the Gunpowder
Plot in 1605 seemed to confirm the Puritan view of the seriousness of the
Catholic threat, At the heart of the Protesiant nightmare (see Chart E) lay the
belief that the Catholies would stop at nothing to desiroy England and the
Protestant faith,

PENAL EAWS

A sertes of laws aimed at Catholics,
which imposed penaliies on those
who refused to attend Church of
England services.

B E The Protestant nightmare

The Spanish Duke of Alva's
army massacred civilians in
the Netherlands in the 15605,

: T N T -
-‘ fﬁ%i@k‘ E\:} The Spanish Armada, 1588,
7 *ft"&ﬁ‘ artholomew's Massacre. Spalm S'Ed to conquer
The Spanish Inquisition e £of i { In Paris in [573 Catholics murdered England for the Catholic falth,
tortured suspected Protestants & A A " 5000 Protestants in cold blood.
P

for heresy,
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4
{1

AT
L

A ’\‘i , Several Catholic plots aimed at The Cathalic Church threatened to
21 assassinating Elizabeth | and recover ail the monastic land sold
putting a Catholic cn the throne. by Henry VIil, property that now

belonged to the gentry.
W} o
R ) f -'31 <3 .

: i;i..;’y i

The Gunpowder Piot, |605,
Catholics tried to blow up the
King and the Houses of Parfiament.

Jesult priests

Unless these religious quarrels were handled very skilfizlly, the Elizabethan
Settlement might fatl in its aim of defusing religious tensions.

Was it possible to govern England successfully despite these quarrels?
Atthe heart of the debate about the origins of the English Civil War lie two
questions. :

1 Was the Civil War inevitable? Was England bound to pass through a period
of extraordinary violence hefore the problems it faced in 1603 could be
resolved?

2 What was the Civil War-about? What does it tell us abont the strengths and
weaknesses of English government and society at that time?

i 1-90]( back over
| think thar the pr
: could have been

Pages 6-9. Do you
oblems that existed
resolved peacefully?

These issues underpin the main lIines of enquiry of this book.

INTRODUCTION &



WHAT WERE THE CHALLENGES FACING THE TSARIST REGIME AT THE END OFTHE NINETEENTH CENTURY? &

i

Make notes on:

+ how Russia was governed by the tsars

+ the three principles underpinning the
tsarist system

+ the importance of the role of the
Orthodox Church

s the difference between the
Westerners and Slavophiles.

'COMPETING MINISTRIES
Ministries .ébﬁipeted__ with each i:the_f e
“for control of policy, resources and - -
the isar’s attention. The two biggest

- ministries were Finance and the
Interior. The Ministry of Finance,
yith staff drawn from the fields

How was Russia governed under
the tsars?

B |1C The structure of the tsarist state

Tsar

—

Imperial Cabinet of
Council Ministers

Government
departments

Civil servants
and officials

Senate

The tsar was an autocrat, an absolute ruler, who had supreme power over his
subjects. His position was underpinned by three key principles - autocracy,
nationality and orthodoxy (see page 9 below). The tsar had an imperial council,
made up of nobles, to advise him, and a cabinet of ministers who ran the
various government departments. But they were responsible to him alone, not to
a parliament or to a prime minister. They reported directly to the tsar and took
instructions from him. This meant that the tsar was the fundamental pivot on
which the system rested.

There was a huge bureaucracy of civil servants and officials who ran this
enormous empire. It was a rigid hierarchy (orders passed down from above
by superiors io lower ranks) marked by inefficiency - it took ages to get things
done - and nepotism. The top ranks were dominated by the nobility, The lower
ranks that had contact with the people were generally badly paid and there was
a culture of corruption in which bribery was common. This, together with the
arbitrary nature of decision making, undermined respect for the authorities.
The bureaucracy was virtually impenetrable for ordinary citizens who rarely
found that their interests were served properly. '

The size and diversity of the empire made it extremely difficult to govern. The
different regions of the empire were under the conirol of governors who had
their own local bureaucracies. Poor communications meant that it was hard 10
get decisions from the centre carried out. The regional governors often acted
like independent rulers in thefr own fiefdoms.

Opposition was not tolerated. Political parties were llegal. Newspapers,
periodicals and books were censored. Public gatherings. of more than 12 people
required police permission. The government made use of an extensive secret
police network, the Okhrana, to root out dissidents and people likely to cause
trouble. There was a system of surveillance with agents in most institutions
and in factories, People deemed to be dangerous or hostile to the regime,
especially those who organised strikes and protests, were put in prison or
exiled to Siberia, By 1898, nearly 300,000 had been sent to Siberia, Large scale
protests, demonstrations and riots, which often broke out in times of famine,
were suppressed by the army. Tsarist Russia was an oppressive and intolerant
regime.




WE§TERNERSVERSUS 4 LAVOPHILES

From the 18405 there'_ ad
for Bussia. Those Who look !

iraditions. S]avophlles re;ected Wesiem palhamentananism
and did not want the Tsar hound by. a consbmtion RUSTERE

%mm_wm (TR

SOURCE 1.7 ASocia Democratic Party cartoon showing the
sodial structure of the Russian state, The text reads, from top to
botiom:

We rule yoy

We govern you

We fogl you

We shoot you

We eat instead of you

We work for You. We feed you.

The army "

The army, the largest in Kurope, was crucial to the Sumval
of the tsarist regime. Most officers were from noble
backgrounds. Ordinary soldiers were conscripts taken from
the villages who were required to serve for seven vears
actively and eight in feserve. Soldiers had to be completely
subservient to officers and had few rights: they were not
allowed to ride in first or second class railway carriages or
enter most restaurants and cafes. Pay was extremely poor
and most soldiers grew their own food and lived mainly on
soup, tea and bread. So far they had remained loyal to the
regime. The army was used to suppressing disturhances
and revolis. However, it was becoming increasingly
disenchanted with being used as a police force and morale
was suffering badly among officers and soldiers, most of
whom where ex-peasants, who did not like having to put
down peasant conflicts,

One section of the army the regime could rely on was
the Cossacks, They came from the Don area of Russia and
were loyal supporters of the tsar. Cossacks could be trusted
to act against other peoples in the empire, including the
Russians, They formed the best cavalry units in the Russian
army and were feared because they could be brutal and
ruthless.

Three key principles underpmnmg tsarist
rule

| Autocracy

As far as the tsars were concerned they had been appointed
by Ged to lead and guide their people. Article 1 of the
Fundamental Laws, 1832, makes it clear: “The Emperor of
all the Russias is an autocratic and unlimited monarch;
God himself ordains that all must bow before his supreme
power, not only out of fear but also out of conscience.’
The autocrat could rule the country without constraints
according to his own idea of duty and what was right.

The tsars rejected any hint that their power rested on the
consent of the people,

2 Nationality

There was a strong belief that Russians had a distinctive
way of life, values, beliefs and customs that were superior
to the people around them and should predominate
throughout the Empire. This ‘Russianness’ was
emphasised by the Orthodox Church and practised in

the policy of Russification (see page 19). The Tsar had an
obligation to preserve and strengthen national identity.

3 Orthodoxy

The Russian Orthodox Church was an offshoot of the
Christian Church, which, for historical reasons, had
become independent of the Pope and Rome and saw jtself
as the upholder of the “rue’ Christian faith. It supported
the divine right of the tsar to rule and exhorted believers
to obey the tsar as the agent of God, The Church believed
there was a mystical bond between the god-like tsar and
the people - he was the father and they were the children.

WHAT WERE THE CHALLENGES FACING THE TSARIST REGIME AT THE END OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY? €



The Reforms of Alexander il

The Crimean War (see page 15) had confirmed how backward Russia was in
comparison, with some western European countries. To remedy this, Alexander
Il had introduced major reforms in Russia during his reign (1855-81).

* In 1861 he had emancipated (freed) the serfs.

» He had brought new ideas to the antiquated judicial system, including better
trained independent judges, irial by jury, and Justices of the Peace who ook
over the judicial powers of the nobility in country districts.

* He started the process of modernising the army.

* He brought in a new form of local government - zemstva — town and district
councils, which had some autonomy to manage their own affairs. The councils
were elected but the vote was heavily weighted in favour of the nobles.

« He had reformed education, with primary and secondary schools open to
a ‘wider section of the population, and he gave greater independence to the
universities.

THEWORLD OFTHE SECRET
POLICE - KONSPIRATSIA

In 1881, after the assassination of
Alexander 1, a nationwide police
offensive led to 10,000 arrests,

A decree of March 1882 allowed

the police to declare any citizen
subject to surveilance, A murky
world of police, spies and double
agents - Konspiratsia - operated in
and around the big cities, In July
1881, Georgii Sudeikin was given
responsibility for maintaining public
order in St Petersburg. He recruited .-
revolutionaries as double agents

to gain information about terrorist
attacks and sow confusion in their -
ranks. Sudeikin used several aliases
and passports and met agents in
secret focations,

After a revolutionary had been
arrested, Sudeikin had them ‘softened
up’ in solitary confinement. Then, he
persuaded them to become a police
spy. One such person was Sergei
Dagaev, a prominent member of The
People’s Will, He was arrested in 1882
after an underground printing press |
was found in his apartment, In 1883, .
now a police spy, he was released by -

i
]

Alexander was in no sense a liberal. He thought his reforms were the best way to
maintain tsarist rule in Russia and prevent Tevolution from below’. However, for
many in Russia the reforms did not go far enough and in the second part of his
reign he had faced mounting criticism and unrest. When he was assassinated in
1881, his son, Alexander IIl, decided on a different course and Russia entered a
period of repression and reactior.

The tsarist regime hardened its
stance towards opposition. The new
Tsar Alexander {If was determined to
crush the revolutionary movement.

The police were

WHAT WERE THE CHALLENGES FACING THE TSARIST REGIME AT THE END OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY?

means of a staged escape. He provided

the police with information thatled =

to a wave of arrests. However, The

People’s Will became suspicions and,

under pressure, Dagaey confessed

his guilt. As penance he was ordered _
to murder Sudeikin, a deed he
carried out with two accomplices.
Dagaev then fled the couniry with his
wife and transformed himself into

Alexander Pell, the admired professor
of mathematics at the University of -

South Dakota in the USA. Sudeikin
had paid the price for his double
dealing.

Some revelutionaries
learnt that they had to
be harder and tougher
and be more disciplined
if they were to avoid

arrest and imprisonment. |-

WHAT WAS THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF
THE ASSASSINATION
OF ALEXANDER I1?

strengthened, new policing
methods were introduced
and there were 4 large
number of arrests of
people who criticised

the government.

The success of the assassination gave
the tsarist regime an appearance of
vuinerability and it provided new
martyrs for the revolutionary cause.

The social and political reforms
that Alexander H had introduced
were halted.




fumre development, encomagmg 1ailway
Ll bmldmg as an. economic, stimulus and using tariff protection
208 (1] help several mdustﬂes to grew Afactory inspectorate
*was introduced and: peasants’ redemptmn payments were -
S reduced He also estabhs}:led an income tax on businesses.

. Atthe end of the 1e1g11 in 1892 Serge1 Witte was appointed

" 'Finance Minister and took these policies forward to create

S ‘the industrial boom of the: 18903 (see page 15). Alexander had
g great falth in Wltte, Who in tum admired the Tsar.

—
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