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Aspiration and achievement for all

Dear Parent/Carers,

I hope you have all had a positive week and are looking forward to a well-earned weekend. It has been another busy and successful
week at Sir Harry Smith Community College, with a number of exciting events taking place and much to celebrate. You will find further
information and updates throughout this week's newsletter.

On Tuesday evening, we welcomed students and families into the College for our Year 11 Information Evening and Sixth Form
Information Evening. Thank you to everyone who attended. It was fantastic to see so many students and parents engaging positively
with the next stage of their educational journey. I hope you found the sessions informative and helpful.

For those who were unable to attend, the information from both evenings has been shared with families. As always, if you require any
further support, advice or guidance, please do not hesitate to get in touch. Year 11 students were given a copy of a How to Revise guide
as they entered the evening. We still have a limited number of copies available, which will be placed in Reception for students or parents
to collect.

I would also like to reiterate two important messages that I shared with our Year 11 students. Firstly, we have high expectations of every
student because we believe in their potential. In return, I encourage our young people to have equally high expectations of themselves.
Secondly, and perhaps most importantly, it is never too late to start, or restart, revising and taking a renewed interest in learning. Small,
consistent steps taken now can make a significant difference in the months ahead.

This week, I would also like to take the opportunity to address uniform expectations.

High standards matter. They help to create the positive culture that we are proud of at Sir Harry Smith Community College and
contribute to an environment where students can thrive. School uniform is important because it promotes equality, creates a sense of
belonging, supports safety and helps students focus on learning. Above all, it reflects pride: pride in ourselves, pride in our community
and pride in our College.

The overwhelming majority of our students wear their uniform impeccably every day, and I would like to thank both students and
families for their continued support in maintaining our standards. Their commitment does not go unnoticed. Through recent student
voice activities, some students shared that they feel they receive frequent reminders regarding uniform. While I understand this
perspective, it is important that we continue to uphold the standards that make our College such a positive place to learn. Staff will
always support students in meeting expectations, doing so with kindness, consistency and a shared commitment to helping every young
person succeed.

Alongside maintaining high expectations, it is equally important that we celebrate those students who consistently get it right.
Therefore, beginning on Monday, we will be running a two-week Uniform Pride Competition. During this period, staff will be issuing
Uniform Commendations to students who demonstrate pride in their appearance and consistently meet our uniform expectations.

At the end of the two weeks, students should hand their commendations to their tutor. Individual prizes 
will be awarded within each year group based on the number of commendations collected. In addition, 
every student who receives a commendation will be entered into a prize draw for the opportunity to win 
a £50 Amazon voucher.

I am looking forward to seeing our students recognised and rewarded for their efforts. Thank you, as always, 
for your continued support. The partnership between home and school is vital and makes a significant 
difference to the success of our young people. Together, we will continue to ensure that Sir Harry Smith 
Community College is a place of high expectations, strong relationships and exceptional opportunities for 
every student.

I wish you all a restful weekend.

Stevie Thornton
Acting Headteacher  

18th September 2026



Year 11 Revision Timetable

Mr Holland



As children and young people return to school for the new academic year, I am writing to ask for your support in
making sure more pupils at your school have the opportunity to take part in my national survey, The Big Future.

The survey can be completed here: https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture.

Every child’s voice matters, and I want to make sure that children and young people in every school and college, in
every community, have the opportunity to shape the picture of childhood that I will share with Government.

Thank you for your support in helping to make sure your pupils’ voices are heard as we begin the new school year.

Yours sincerely,

Dame Rachel de Souza
Children’s Commissioner for England

From Rachel de Souza: Fill in the Children’s
Commissioner’s Survey

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture


We are delighted to offer our Year 7 students the opportunity to attend a PGL residential trip from Wednesday 7 July
2027 to Friday 9 July 2027. 

This exciting three-day, two-night experience will provide students with the chance to develop confidence,
teamwork, resilience and independence while having fun and making new friends. The trip will also help students
build relationships with peers from different form groups, supporting a positive and inclusive Year 7 experience.

Students will have the opportunity to take part in a wide range of adventurous and engaging activities, which may
include abseiling, canoeing, rock climbing, archery, quad biking, Aero ball, zip wire, high ropes, ball sports and
fencing. These activities encourage personal development, communication and problem-solving skills while
introducing students to sports and activities they may not otherwise have the opportunity to experience.

More details about how to secure a place on the trip will follow within the next few weeks.

We look forward to offering our students this fantastic opportunity and hope that many Year 7 students will take part
in what promises to be a memorable and rewarding experience.

Miss Ponder

Year 7 PGL Residential Trip Offer



Following the introduction of the Department for Education's Enrichment Benchmarks in June, Sir Harry Smith Sixth
Form has launched its exciting new enrichment programme, SWADSE (Spend Wednesday Afternoon Doing
Something Else). 

This week saw all Sixth Form students participate in their first enrichment session, and the programme has already
proven to be a tremendous success. Students have embraced a diverse range of opportunities designed to broaden
their experiences, develop new skills, and support their personal growth beyond the classroom. 

Among the many activities on offer, ten students are taking part in outdoor and adventurous experiences at Ferry
Meadows. These sessions include canoeing, raft building, rock climbing, archery, and paddleboarding, providing
valuable opportunities for teamwork, resilience, and leadership development. 

Within school, students can choose from a variety of enrichment activities including recreational sport, arts and
crafts, crocheting, and volunteering opportunities. Many students are supporting younger learners by assisting in Key
Stage 3 lessons, volunteering in the school library, or contributing to the Aspire Learning Hub. 

We are also delighted to be strengthening our links with the local community through partnerships with local
primary schools and Hermitage Care Home. These experiences enable students to make meaningful contributions to
their community while developing the confidence, communication skills, and sense of social responsibility that will
serve them throughout their lives.

At Sir Harry Smith Sixth Form, we firmly believe that enrichment experiences are an essential part of a well-rounded
education. Through participation in these activities, students gain valuable employability skills, build confidence,
develop leadership qualities, and strengthen their university, apprenticeship, and employment applications. 

Working Together for Our Young People.

As we continue to expand our enrichment offer, we are eager to forge new partnerships with local businesses,
charities, community groups, and individuals who are passionate about supporting young people. 

Whether you could offer work-related experiences, volunteering opportunities, guest speakers, mentoring, practical
workshops, or community projects, your support could have a lasting impact on the aspirations and future success of
our students. By working together, we can help young people develop the skills, experiences, and connections they
need to thrive in an ever-changing world. 

We are proud to be part of such a supportive community and believe that the greatest opportunities for our students
come when schools, organisations, and local residents work in partnership. 

If you would like to become involved in our growing enrichment programme, we would be delighted to hear from
you. 

Together, we can inspire ambition, broaden horizons, and create life-changing opportunities for the next
generation. 

Sixth Form Enrichment Programme
Launches with Great Success



Sixth Form Enrichment Programme
Launches with Great Success

For more information or to discuss potential partnership opportunities, please contact Sir Harry Smith Sixth Form.
sixthform@sirharrysmith.com 

mailto:sixthform@sirharrysmith.com


Sixth Form Girls Netball Tournament

On Monday 14th September, our Sixth Form girls competed in the Peterborough Schools Netball Tournament at
AMVC. The girls played five fantastic games, securing four wins throughout the tournament.

They finished joint first with Kings on points, with the final position unfortunately decided by goal difference.
Despite their excellent performance, the girls narrowly missed out by just 3 goals.

A fantastic achievement and a brilliant effort from everyone involved. Well done, girls!

Mrs Staggs



On Thursday 17th September 2026, our Year 10 and 11 Drama students visited the Cambridge Arts Theatre to watch
Blood Brothers: The Musical, which is the set text for their written Drama examination.

The performance was incredible! There was plenty of laughter, as well as a few tears, from both staff and students as
we enjoyed this powerful and memorable production.

Our students were a huge credit to both themselves and the school. Their excellent behaviour and enthusiasm were
noticed by members of the public, who commented on how wonderful the students were — something that was
fantastic to hear and made us incredibly proud.

A brilliant day was had by all, and the trip provided our students with a valuable opportunity to experience their set
text performed live on stage, helping to deepen their understanding of the characters, themes and production.
We are already looking forward to our next Drama Department trip in October, when we will be heading to Curve
Theatre in Leicester to watch The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time.

We can’t wait!

Mrs Steele

Trip to Blood Brothers The Musical



We are delighted to celebrate the fantastic achievements of our talented Art students at this year’s Whittlesey
Festival Art Exhibition and Competition. Students from Sir Harry Smith have produced an exceptional collection of
artwork, showcasing the creativity, dedication and skill they have developed throughout the year. 

The exhibition, currently on display at Whittlesey Library, features an impressive range of work created using a wide
variety of media and techniques. Students have demonstrated real confidence in their chosen media, while many
have experimented with and combined different materials to create exciting and highly individual outcomes. 

The standard of this year’s exhibition has been exemplary, and we are incredibly proud of the hard work and
commitment shown by our students. Their work demonstrates not only strong technical skills, but also imagination,
experimentation and a willingness to develop their own creative ideas. 

The response from visitors has been wonderful, with many people commenting on how impressed they were by the
quality and variety of the work on display. It has been particularly rewarding to see our students’ creativity
recognised and appreciated by the wider Whittlesey community. 

The exhibition remains on display at Whittlesey Library until Friday 25th September, so if you have the opportunity,
please take the time to visit and see the fantastic work produced by our young artists. 

We are extremely proud of every student who has contributed to this year’s exhibition — well done! 

The winners from each category are listed here.  

11- 14 years category 
1st Harry Wicks 

2nd Addison Goakes 
3rd Layla Currie 

Highly Commended – Alex Broderick 
  

11 – 18 years category 
1st Laura Konrath 

2nd Lucas Giakoumi- Horta 
3rd William MacDonald 

Highly Commended - Sugi Simon 
 

Special Prize: Lia Stankevic 
 

Sir Harry Smith Art Students Shine at the
Whittlesey Festival 



Congratulations to Year 8 student Nicholas, who won Round 7 of the Hunts Kart Club Championship! This currently
puts him in 3rd place in the championship with three more rounds to go and this is his third win in a row!

Following his recent championship achievements, Nicholas was selected to attend a testing day at Silverstone on
Friday 11th September, with a view to racing there next season.

Huge congratulations to Nicholas on this excellent achievement!

Student Success: Go Karting Win For
Nicholas!



Think you've got what it takes to outsmart your friends, your teachers... and maybe even Mr Treliving?

The Sir Harry Smith Fantasy Premier League is now open, and everyone is welcome to join! Whether you're a football
expert or simply enjoy a bit of friendly competition, it's a great way to make the Premier League season even more
exciting.

How to Join:

Download the Official Fantasy Premier League app or visit the Fantasy Premier League website.
Create your team.
Join the Sir Harry Smith league using the code: League Code: sm2l4m

To give everyone a fair chance, league scoring won't begin until Gameweek 3, so there's still plenty of time to build
your dream team and join the action.

Will a student lift the Sir Harry Smith title? Will a member of staff prove they're the ultimate football manager? Or
will Mr Treliving's confidence be justified...

"Only one of us can win... and it will probably be me!" 

Good luck, and may the best manager win!

Regards
P Treliving.

Sir Harry Smith Fantasy Premier League is
Back! 



As part of the college’s ongoing commitment to improving parent communication and sharing success, we have a
dedicated platform where students, teachers, parents and carers can share positive news stories within the college
and in the wider community. 

Thank you to those that have already emailed us allowing us to celebrate students’ achievements in sports and music
over the holidays! Any stories you send will appear on our internal TV screens and may be used on the college
website, in the college newsletter and on the college’s social media platforms.

This could be anything such as (but not exclusive to!):

Student sport successes – results/running marathons/fun runs/competitions etc
Taking part in plays/productions/dance events/concerts
Academic successes
University places accepted
Exam results obtained
Passing your driving test
Music exams/dance exams/band performances
Volunteering at youth groups/charity work
DofE
Army cadets/sea cadets/scouts/girl guides

 
We have created an email address for us to collate all of the stories: positivenews@sirharrysmith.com

This email address will be used solely for the purpose of sharing positive news. Any messages outside of this remit
will not be responded to via this address and you should use the normal communication channels to contact the
relevant person at the college.

We would love to receive photos to accompany your stories – by sending photos to this email address, you are giving
consent for the image to appear on the internal college communication screens, on the college website and on the
college’s social media platforms.

We look forward to celebrating with you!
 

Send in Your Positive News!

mailto:positivenews@sirharrysmith.com


As more of our students cycle to and from Sir Harry Smith Community College, we would like to remind everyone
about the importance of wearing a bike helmet every time you ride.

Cycling is a fantastic way to travel to school. It keeps us active, is good for the environment and can be a great way to
start and finish the school day. However, even the most experienced cyclist cannot predict what might happen on the
road or cycle path.

A helmet could make a real difference

A properly fitted cycle helmet is designed to help protect your head if you fall or are involved in a collision. While a
helmet cannot prevent every injury, it can provide an important layer of protection and reduce the risk of serious
head and brain injuries.

Remember: Helmet on. Every journey. Every time.

A helmet should:

Fit securely and comfortably.
Sit level on your head rather than tilted backwards.
Cover your forehead without blocking your vision.
Have the straps adjusted so that it stays firmly in place.
Be replaced if it has been involved in a significant impact.

Be seen. Be aware. Be safe.

Wearing a helmet is just one part of staying safe. Students cycling to school should also make sure they understand
the Highway Code, use appropriate lights and reflectors when necessary, remain alert to traffic and other road users,
and avoid distractions such as using a mobile phone while cycling.

We would also encourage parents and carers to check their child's helmet and bike regularly and to talk to them
about safe cycling routes to and from school.

At Sir Harry Smith, we want our students to develop the confidence and independence to travel safely. A few seconds
spent putting on a helmet before setting off could be one of the most important decisions you make on your journey.

Arrive safely. Go home safely. Wear your helmet.

Stay Safe on Two Wheels – Why Wearing a
Bike Helmet Matters



Useful Information
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Useful Information

Year 7 photos will take place on the morning of
Thursday 24  September. Please ensure college uniform
expectations are met. 

th

polite reminder to parent/carers. Only school transport
and/or pre-arranged taxis should be parking on site at
the end of the day. Parents/carers picking up students
should do so outside the school grounds. There has
been a recent increase in traffic, and this has caused
safety issues and concerns. Please support us with this
by not parking inside the school grounds.



Useful Information



Key Information

Term Dates

Contacting Us
Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first. 

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991. 

Social Media
Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.  
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