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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

12" Sept 2025

Dear Parent/Carer,

We have come to the end of a successful first full week in school. | am really pleased to see students looking
incredibly smart and eager to learn.

A gentle reminder that the school day at the college starts at 8.30am. At this point, students should be in
their form room, ready for tutor time. We are very pleased that this is the case for the vast majority of our
students, but please can you remind your child/ren of the importance of being in school and their classroom
before the bell sounds.

We will be running a Macmillian Coffee morning from 9.30am to 10.30am on Friday 26" September. This is
an opportunity for any parents and carers to come into school and join us for a coffee, piece of cake and a
chat, while supporting an incredibly worthwhile cause. Further information will follow but | wanted to let you

know the date so that you can put it in your diaries.

If you haven’t already labelled your child’s uniform, particularly their tie and blazer, please can you do so.
This helps to avoid any mix ups when these items are removed for PE and extracurricular activities.

Best wishes for a relaxing weekend.

Dawn White
P/z[ncé/aa/
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New Deputy Principal

Dear Parent/Carer,

My name is Stevie Thornton and | am the new Deputy Principal for the school, focusing on Teaching
and Learning.

| just thought I'd take an opportunity to introduce myself and to say how excited | am to be joining Sir
Harry Smith Community College. | come from a background of school improvement and am passionate
about ensuring that both staff and students are provided the very best to reach and exceed their
aspirations wherever possible. | look forward to meeting and working with you all in ensuring our
college is seen as a beacon of academic excellence for your children.

A quick overview of some of the changes that have occurred in the classroom since I've joined include:
« Making certain that students have clear learning intentions and success criteria in all their lessons.
o Afocus on end of lesson routines.
« Changes to tutor time to focus on both numeracy and literacy as well as challenging students with
material focusing on supporting their mental health, critical thinking and future careers.

A big thank you to all the students who have made me feel incredibly welcomed here at Sir Harry Smith
Community College and | look forward to forming strong partnerships with you all.

Stevie Thornton
Deputy Principal




Attendance Update

We are delighted to share some fantastic news about attendance at Sir Harry Smith so far this year. Our overall
attendance is currently 2% higher than at this point last year, which is a wonderful achievement and a reflection
of the positive efforts from students, parents, and carers.

Here’s how our Houses are performing at the moment:

1st — Curie (93.92%)

had 2nd — Einstein (93.64%) ' / \

3rd — Parks (93.24%) ATTENDANCE MATTERS

4th — Shakespeare (92.77%) |
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5th — Attenborough (91.76%)

TS

With Curie House currently leading the way, the competition remains close, and we look forward to seeing how
the leaderboard develops over the coming weeks.

You may have seen in the news that school attendance is a national concern. Against this backdrop, we are
extremely proud of the improvements made here at Sir Harry Smith. This success is only possible thanks to the
support and commitment shown by our families and, of course, the dedication of our students. Thank you for
working with us to make attendance a priority.

Why attendance matters:

Good attendance is essential to a student’s success in school and beyond. Every day counts, and here’s why:

e Lessons build on each other — missing even a few days can make it harder to stay on track.

o Regular attendance helps students achieve their best possible results in exams and coursework.
e Being in school supports social development, friendships, and a sense of belonging.

o Strong attendance habits prepare young people for future study and employment.

« Participation in school life, from clubs to events, depends on being here to take part.

Together, we can continue to build on this positive start and ensure every student has the best opportunity to
thrive. We need to remember that EVERY DAY COUNTS!

Paul Treliving
Assistant Principal



Menu Options This Term

Please find below the menu options for this term in our school canteen, provided by Caterlink. Items from
the canteen can be purchased using students’ fingerprint payment account.

Lunchtime at the college begins at 1.20pm and ends at 2.00pm.

Snacks & drinks can also be purchased at break time, which begins at 11.00am and ends at 11.20am.
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Netball Success!
e

U16 & U14 East Regional Youth League Qualifiers

Last weekend students from our college represented Whittlesey Warriors Netball Club. The U16 & U14
performance teams entered the qualifying tournament for the East Regional Youth League in Welwyn
Garden City and what a weekend it was! They were up against performance teams from Norfolk, Suffolk,
Hertfordshire and London to name a few, the standard was amazingly high!

The girls had some tough matches in their pools but were able to come out with some really good results
resulting in both teams qualifying for regionals.

U16 - Division 3
U14 - Division 2

We are so proud of our students that are in both of these squads, massive well done to the girls, they
have worked so hard and are the first teams in Fenland to play at this level. They have made history,
putting Whittlesey and their club on the map!
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Alumni Network
e

Sir Harry Smith is establishing an alumni network!

We want to build an alumni community to inspire our students and are delighted to inform you that we
are working with the education charity Future First to build a thriving alumni community. Amongst our
former students is a whole host of talented role models who we want to connect with in order to
celebrate their success and inspire our current students. Alumni can be brought back to offer careers and
education advice, mentor students, provide work experience placements and much more besides.

We need you!

If you are a former student, we would love to hear what you have done since leaving us. Whether you
attended university, completed an apprenticeship, or went straight into work, you are a valued member of
our alumni community. From doctors to dancers, pilots to plumbers, we need alumni from a range of
careers to open our students’ eyes to what’s possible. We would love for you to join the alumni network
so that we can stay connected and let you know about exciting opportunities to get involved.

There is no obligation to do anything after you have signed up, but you will receive a few emails letting
you know about opportunities to get involved. Please feel free to forward this to any friends or family
who attended Sir Harry Smith who you think may want to get involved.

Join our alumni network

https://www.futurefirsthub.org.uk/regist
er/sirharrysmith




Useful Information
e

Upcoming Opening Evenings Q

Our Open Evenings for September 2026 are as follows: E ‘ COME
Year 6: Tuesday 7" October 6.00pm-8.00pm ﬁ
w

Sixth Form: Tuesday 14" October 6.00pm-8.00pm @

Careers Information & Guidance Drop-In Sessions are
running in the College Library on Mondays & Tuesdays,

3.00-4.00pm.
Please come along if you would like help with: Year 9
SHSCC Options, Post-16 & Post-18 Pathways, Apprenticeship & T-
Level Routes, applications and CVs.
CAREERS PP

Contact Mrs Curtis
acurtis@sirharrysmith.com

A reminder that college will close at 1.20pm on
Tuesday 7' October, to allow us to prepare for
our Year 6 Open Evening.




Useful Information

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

CHOOL
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found to be absent from school over 10°% of the time. This guide focuses on schoal
avobdance with an ematlonal bosls, offering expert mental health advice, Howewer, It's
important to rermember that school aveidance is o hugely subjective experience
which requires a tallered, individual approach.

REAEI}HS FOR ABSENCE G

Sehosl il
By duvaral lactars rathar than ang ungl- ain,
This could inchude somsthing geing anfor the
whild ar yowng peson wighin the fomily or of
schanol, & child may hove caring responsibilitiss
at kome, tor instonce. or a chonge in family
dyrramios; bullying ord trendship difficultios ot
school; prossure o ochies in Schoolwor and
AVEAYE] O Moing Mo prirmary schaol ta
Swesn dary seheal

T N i

PATTERNS OF ABSENCE

Yau may notics patierns in regular absances
ar children regulorly expressing that they dent
want ta attend schaol | porticularty being
reluctant to leave home on scheol doys). B a

child or young peeson |s neursdiverss, there is
S0TuE Ovidence 1o 5 LgEst thare are mons
G ns of sthool o which con cause distess
- siich as changas in thi ermdsniment, changes
al reulire and sanaary alifmul

ol i i

= %
COMPLAINTS ABOUT &
PHYSICAL SYMPTOMS

Trird iy bt oon irecnda s Inea child of young
person‘s com phaints about physionl sympeoms,
panticulaniy on sehool doys of the eening
Balans sehocl Thabs could irchids bumiry
acha, headoches, or saying they Teel il whan
thare donen't appear to be o medical causs,
Always check with the GF iret 1o nule cat
meedicol couses ar ilinees,

LEARNING AND
DEVELOPMENT

Sehenl pafusal con nogatively mpoct a young
parson’s leaming ond develeprant. Attending
szhool on o Mgular bash not enly supperts
eadames albainment bul i ales impafont o
tha devaloprmeent of key lihe skille end the grawth
of children and young peaple as citizens

(Y
LONG-TERM QUTCOMES

The diffioulties assochabed with sohool
raon-aitendance con be far resch ing and moy
heieis @ Peigertive Ao o bon g barm

ol e, it oy, lor exomphe, keod to reduced
Tuiliite s piretion, poes amaticnal regulation,
mantol hagith dificuitios, Enited academic
pregrass and reetricted smplayment
opperiunitine

T
CYCLE OF ABSENCE

Corsisient obSences Moy COMED TR T
sustained sehool oucidanss cunr trm. Funhes
ta this, tha kanger o pupil is sut of educetion, the
moea likaly it iz that thane | o e in theie
ergeirg need ka avald the activity making them
mrcur = Incraasing thed desine ta stay at
P

IS~ T

--I
e =W
R 1 L

l._.

P

WORK TOGETHER y - 2N

Hihmre's o concam about o childs abzance ond smaticncl wellbeing, it'e impaiont
Hhof there s clear comems, v o o o app h bebeeen the child's
parents and the schood, 5o you con toke a chikd—centred approoch Sogether towands
o plan of support ar reintegrotion. This ensures o conslstency of opproach from
bzt hazirries: cunid schio, covating Datter sutcomss for the child.

Ja

FOLLOW REGULAR ROUTINES

Children com banefi from o reguiar ond consistent routine, Thie cowld be

a merring rautine, Fom eabng up ond having breakiost Ehrowgh to getting
dressed, packing their baog ond leoving the house. & consistent ovening routine
which |5 colm ond spont away from soreens con oise give children mach needed
predictabiity and familiarity. Schools con holp oreabe o temetoblod routing for the
child's school day, i reguined.

Meet Qur Expert

With 20 yeare” svpariencs as o teacher, traines, consultart ard irterim
exscutive board memibaer, Armo Baterman hios o superb undersionding
of what works in pedagegy. schodd improvement and leadership, She
hias ol adwised the Deportment for Education on the mantal bealth
G .

X @wake_up_weds F] /wuwthenationalcollege

MANAGE D"I.I'ERWHEI.HI'NE FEELINGS

Ackreradadgs i child s wairlas, Eaten and discuss coping slratigies Logather 1o
halp tham manage difficulties, Theis could inchude mina Hamp t

ar Wlng for @ walk, This helps them enderstand that yau are warkeng tegether
torwords o comman goal, end thot thess sirategiss can be ussd when bigger
fealings orlee

RECOGNISE POSITIVE STEPS

Dcraineg attertion bo o childl s succosses - be thay big or small - oon help to

i Ui S Pl -Aedded confideisss snd malieatien. ol abnats thas daily
victorias - such oi getling out o bad on e or camplating schoal work - and dant
haaitate 1= lat the child bnow whan you'ne impresied ee proud o them. Suchan
approoch cango o long woy,

:@M

2
whal
—

w

nesday

(0) @wakeupwednesday o @wakeupweds

Weprs of thils gukde do soat thelr own déscrotion Ko Babllity s ertensd inte. Surrent as of the dote of reloose: 17.06.3034




Key Information

Term Dates
AUTUMN TERM 2025
Professional Day (college closed to students) Monday 1st September 2025
Professional Day (college closed to students) Tuesday 2nd September 2025
START OF TERM - Year 7 & 12 students only Wednesday 3rd September 2025
START OF TERM - All other year groups Thursday 4th September 2025
Professional Day (college closed to students) Friday 24th October 2025
Half Term Monday 27th to Friday 31st October 2025
Last Day of Term Friday 19th December 2025

SPRING TERM 2026
START OF TERM Monday 5th January 2026
Professional Day (college closed to students) Friday 13th February 2026
Half Term Monday 16th to Friday 20th February 2026
Last Day of Term Friday 27th March 2026

Contacting Us

Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first.

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991.

Social Media

Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.




