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Aspiration and achievement for all

Dear Parent/Carer,
 
We have come to the end of a successful first full week in school. I am really pleased to see students looking
incredibly smart and eager to learn.  
 
A gentle reminder that the school day at the college starts at 8.30am. At this point, students should be in
their form room, ready for tutor time. We are very pleased that this is the case for the vast majority of our
students, but please can you remind your child/ren of the importance of being in school and their classroom
before the bell sounds.
 
We will be running a Macmillian Coffee morning from 9.30am to 10.30am on Friday 26  September. This is
an opportunity for any parents and carers to come into school and join us for a coffee, piece of cake and a
chat, while supporting an incredibly worthwhile cause. Further information will follow but I wanted to let you
know the date so that you can put it in your diaries. 

th

 
If you haven’t already labelled your child’s uniform, particularly their tie and blazer, please can you do so.
This helps to avoid any mix ups when these items are removed for PE and extracurricular activities. 
 
Best wishes for a relaxing weekend.  

Dawn White
Principal 

 12  Sept 2025th



New Deputy Principal

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
My name is Stevie Thornton and I am the new Deputy Principal for the school, focusing on Teaching
and Learning.
 
 I just thought I'd take an opportunity to introduce myself and to say how excited I am to be joining Sir
Harry Smith Community College. I come from a background of school improvement and am passionate
about ensuring that both staff and students are provided the very best to reach and exceed their
aspirations wherever possible. I look forward to meeting and working with you all in ensuring our
college is seen as a beacon of academic excellence for your children. 
 
A quick overview of some of the changes that have occurred in the classroom since I've joined include:

Making certain that students have clear learning intentions and success criteria in all their lessons. 
 A focus on end of lesson routines.
Changes to tutor time to focus on both numeracy and literacy as well as challenging students with
material focusing on supporting their mental health, critical thinking and future careers. 

 
A big thank you to all the students who have made me feel incredibly welcomed here at Sir Harry Smith
Community College and I look forward to forming strong partnerships with you all.

Stevie Thornton
Deputy Principal 



We are delighted to share some fantastic news about attendance at Sir Harry Smith so far this year. Our overall
attendance is currently 2% higher than at this point last year, which is a wonderful achievement and a reflection
of the positive efforts from students, parents, and carers.

Here’s how our Houses are performing at the moment:

                           1st – Curie (93.92%)

                           2nd – Einstein (93.64%)

                           3rd – Parks (93.24%)

                           4th – Shakespeare (92.77%)

                           
                           5th – Attenborough (91.76%)

With Curie House currently leading the way, the competition remains close, and we look forward to seeing how
the leaderboard develops over the coming weeks.

You may have seen in the news that school attendance is a national concern. Against this backdrop, we are
extremely proud of the improvements made here at Sir Harry Smith. This success is only possible thanks to the
support and commitment shown by our families and, of course, the dedication of our students. Thank you for
working with us to make attendance a priority.

Why attendance matters:

 Good attendance is essential to a student’s success in school and beyond. Every day counts, and here’s why:

Lessons build on each other – missing even a few days can make it harder to stay on track.
Regular attendance helps students achieve their best possible results in exams and coursework.
Being in school supports social development, friendships, and a sense of belonging.
Strong attendance habits prepare young people for future study and employment.
Participation in school life, from clubs to events, depends on being here to take part.

Together, we can continue to build on this positive start and ensure every student has the best opportunity to
thrive. We need to remember that EVERY DAY COUNTS!

Paul Treliving
Assistant Principal

Attendance Update



Please find below the menu options for this term in our school canteen, provided by Caterlink. Items from
the canteen can be purchased using students’ fingerprint payment account. 

Lunchtime at the college begins at 1.20pm and ends at 2.00pm. 

Snacks & drinks can also be purchased at break time, which begins at 11.00am and ends at 11.20am. 
 

Menu Options This Term



Menu Options This Term



Netball Success! 

U16 & U14 East Regional Youth League Qualifiers

Last weekend students from our college represented Whittlesey Warriors Netball Club. The U16 & U14
performance teams entered the qualifying tournament for the East Regional Youth League in Welwyn
Garden City and what a weekend it was! They were up against performance teams from Norfolk, Suffolk,
Hertfordshire and London to name a few, the standard was amazingly high!

The girls had some tough matches in their pools but were able to come out with some really good results
resulting in both teams qualifying for regionals.

U16 - Division 3
U14 - Division 2

We are so proud of our students that are in both of these squads, massive well done to the girls, they
have worked so hard and are the first teams in Fenland to play at this level. They have made history,
putting Whittlesey and their club on the map!

 



Alumni Network

Sir Harry Smith is establishing an alumni network!
 
 

We want to build an alumni community to inspire our students and are delighted to inform you that we
are working with the education charity Future First to build a thriving alumni community. Amongst our
former students is a whole host of talented role models who we want to connect with in order to
celebrate their success and inspire our current students. Alumni can be brought back to offer careers and
education advice, mentor students, provide work experience placements and much more besides.
 
We need you!
 
If you are a former student, we would love to hear what you have done since leaving us. Whether you
attended university, completed an apprenticeship, or went straight into work, you are a valued member of
our alumni community. From doctors to dancers, pilots to plumbers, we need alumni from a range of
careers to open our students’ eyes to what’s possible. We would love for you to join the alumni network
so that we can stay connected and let you know about exciting opportunities to get involved. 
 
There is no obligation to do anything after you have signed up, but you will receive a few emails letting
you know about opportunities to get involved. Please feel free to forward this to any friends or family
who attended Sir Harry Smith who you think may want to get involved.



Useful Information

Careers Information & Guidance Drop-In Sessions are
running in the College Library on Mondays & Tuesdays,
3.00-4.00pm. 
Please come along if you would like help with: Year 9
Options, Post-16 & Post-18 Pathways, Apprenticeship & T-
Level Routes, applications and CVs. 

Upcoming Opening Evenings

Our Open Evenings for September 2026 are as follows:

Year 6: Tuesday 7  October 6.00pm-8.00pmth

Sixth Form: Tuesday 14  October 6.00pm-8.00pmth

A reminder that college will close at 1.20pm on
Tuesday 7  October, to allow us to prepare for
our Year 6 Open Evening. 

th



Useful Information



Key Information

Term Dates

Contacting Us
Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first. 

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991. 

Social Media
Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.  


