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Dear Parent/Carer

The time is flying by and the summer holidays already seem like a distant memory. | am really impressed
with how students have settled into their learning and the new school year.

Thank you for your support with ensuring that we have excellent attendance across the college. | cannot
stress how important it is for students to be in school and this will continue to be a priority for us in order to

maintain high standards. A reminder that students should be in their form rooms at 8.30am ready for tutor
time.

Inside this week’s newsletter are details of the extracurricular activities on offer at the college. These clubs
and activities are an excellent opportunity for your child to have fun after school, try new activities and make
some new friends along the way!

There are some additional details about next Friday’s Macmillan Coffee Morning inside too. If you are free on
Friday 26™ September between 9.30am and 10.30am, it would be great to see you for a cup of coffee and
piece of cake while supporting Macmillan and the wonderful work that they do.

Enjoy the weekend!

Best wishes

Dawn UWhite
Pﬂ[nc?yaaj
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Extra-Curricular Activities

We have a rich and varied choice of extra-curricular activities available both at lunchtime and after
school. During lunch, pupils can join clubs that foster creative, academic and sporting interests—such as
music meet-ups, computing and informal sports or fitness challenges. After school, the programme
expands further with structured opportunities in team sports, performing arts (drama, choir and band),
academic enrichment (e.g. homework support, subject-based clubs), and leadership or service initiatives.
These activities not only give students time to pursue interests outside the curriculum, but also help build
friendships, confidence, and skills such as teamwork, time management and self-expression.

All activities are free of charge (except swimming at The Manor Leisure Centre)

Students to just come along (unless stated on the activity)

Extra Curricular Activities 2025/2026

Lunchtime - 1:20pm

Dept

Music

MONDAY

Drama & Dance

Music

TUESDAY

Drama & Dance

RPE
WEDNESDAY Drama & Dance

Computing

Activity
Practice rooms available (please visit the music sept to book all
lunchtime practice rooms on a Monday breaktime)

Vil5 Drama studio available to book for KS4 Drama/Dance

Musical Social Meet - Main Hall (optional)

Practice rooms available (please visit the music sept to book all
lunchtime practice rooms on a Monday breaktime)

Vil5 Drama studio available to book for KS4 Drama/Dance
Vil7 Drama studio available to book for KS4 Drama/Dance

Musical Social Meet - Main Hall (optional)

Badminton KS4 (Miss Tyson)
Vil5 Drama studio available to book for KS4 Drama/Dance
Vi17 Drama studio available to book for KS4 Drama/Dance
Musical Rehearsal - Main Hall

Robotics Club with Marty the Robot in Gold 01 (Mr Crane)



Extra-Curricular Activities

Music Choir (Mrs Grey)
Vil5 Drama studio available to book for KS4 Drama/Dance
THURSDAY Drama & Dance Vil7 Drama studio available to book for KS4 Drama/Dance
Musical Rehearsal - Main Hall

Computing Homework Club Gold 01 (Mr Crane)

Practice rooms available (please visit the music sept to book all

Muslc lunchtime practice rooms on a Monday breaktime)
PE Badminton KS4 (Ms Hunt)
ERIDIA Vil5 Drama studio available to book for KS4 Drama/Dance
Drama & Dance Vil7 Drama studio available to book for KS4 Drama/Dance

Musical Social Meet - Main Hall (optional)

After School
Clubs finish around 4pm unless otherwise stated.

Day Dept Activity

School Band (Mrs Grey)
Music Come and learn an instrument for the first time. Instruments available
electric guitar, bass guitar, drums, keyboard, piano, singing.
Handball - All Years (Miss Goodall)
Basketball - All Years (Mr Tymon)
PE
MONDAY Metball ¥rs 7, 8 & 9 (Miss Tyson & Miss Ponder)
Netball ¥rs 10 & 11 (Miss Lee)
Vil5 Drama studio available to book for KS4 Drama/Dance
Drama & Dance

Vi17 Drama studio available to book for KS4 Drama/Dance

Library Creative Writing

Music KS4 Composition Intervention (Mr Grey)
Football - All Years (Mr Rothery & Mr Tymon)
PE Year 11 R185 Intervention in Gold 03 (Miss Tyson & Ms Hunt)
TUESDAY Department Detentions in Gold 03 (Miss Tyson)
KS4 Intervention in Purple 5 (Miss Steele)
Drama & Dance

Vi17 Drama studio available to book for KS4 Drama/Dance

Library Homework Club until 4:15pm



Extra-Curricular Activities

Music

WEDNESDAY

Drama & Dance

Library

PE

Drama & Dance
THURSDAY

Library

Computing

FRIDAY PE

Band Club (Mrs Freeman)
An opportunity for more experienced musicians to come together and
practice in small groups. Please speak to Mrs Freeman if you would like
to join.

Musical Rehearsal until 415pm
(will extend as we move closer to the show)

Homework Club until 415pm

Hockey - All Years (Mr Smith)
Volleyball - All Years (Ms Hunt)
Cross Country (Miss Pondeer)
Vil5 Drama studio available to book for KS4 Drama/Dance
Dance Club (Miss Kuc)
Homework Club until 415pm
Book Club until 3:45pm

KS3 Coding Club Purple 02 (Mr Scott external visitor fromn Raspberry Pi
Foundation)

KS4 Computer Science Intervention Gold 01 (Mr Crane)

Staff & 6th form use of facilities

Swimming at_ the Manor Leisure Centre
(3:30pm to 4:30pm)
This will be at the discounted price of £2.90



Year 6 Open Evening
e

We would like to invite you to attend our
Year 7 Open Evening for September 2026

Tuesday 7" October 2025 - 6:00pm - 8:00pm

The Principal, Miss D. White, will give a brief presentation at
6:10pm and again at 7:00pm. You will be welcomed by our
teaching and pastoral staff and our students who will be
showcasing lessons in all subject areas across the College.

“The school has a well-
planned and ambitious
programme of learning.
The school has ensured

that the curriculum
reflects the diversity of
modern life.”
“Pupils trust the teachers
who have developed
positive relationships with
them. They work hard for
these teachers and
produce high quality
work. “

Ofsted 2024

runity College =]




Macmillan Coffee Morning
e

Macmillan Coffee Morning — Friday 26th September 2025

We would like to invite parents/carers to attend our Macmillan Coffee Morning between 9.30am and
10.30am on Friday 26th September. This event will be held in our Sixth Form Centre, which can be
accessed at the side of the college - It will be clearly signposted! As parking will be extremely limited,
we ask that any visitors please walk onto site.

This is an opportunity to support a cause that affects many of us in one way or another, while having a
cup of tea/coffee with a piece of cake. We would suggest a donation of £1 per piece of cake and ask that

you bring cash as we unfortunately don’t have the facility to accept card payments.

We would like to say a big thank you to Caterlink, our catering provider, who have very kindly offered to
donate some cakes and cookies for this charitable event.

We hope to see you there!

MACMILLA

CANCER SUPPORT

It's time for
a Macmillan
Coffee -
Morning 2

and you're invited

Let's do whatever it takes
to support people living with cancer.



Share Your Stories: WW2
.

Do you have Battle of Britain story to share?

In honour of the 85" Anniversary of the Battle of Britain, we
are keen to hear your World War Two family stories,
especially if a member of your family served in the RAF or
was involved in the Battle of Britain in any way.

» Was someone in your family a pilot or a
parachutist?

* Did someone in your family work as an engineer or
in a munitions factory?

* Do you have a Land Girl or an evacuee in your
family?

* Or does someone you know just have a memory of
growing up in World War Two that they would like /
to share?

college to our local community and share experiences of
what it was like to live through this momentous period in
history.

Send your stories to positivenews@sirharrysmith.com and

we will put them on our Battle of Britain Memorial Display in
the college library, share them to our college news screens

and on our social media pages.M




Alumni Network
e

Sir Harry Smith is establishing an alumni network!

We want to build an alumni community to inspire our students and are delighted to inform you that we
are working with the education charity Future First to build a thriving alumni community. Amongst our
former students is a whole host of talented role models who we want to connect with in order to
celebrate their success and inspire our current students. Alumni can be brought back to offer careers and
education advice, mentor students, provide work experience placements and much more besides.

We need you!

If you are a former student, we would love to hear what you have done since leaving us. Whether you
attended university, completed an apprenticeship, or went straight into work, you are a valued member of
our alumni community. From doctors to dancers, pilots to plumbers, we need alumni from a range of
careers to open our students’ eyes to what’s possible. We would love for you to join the alumni network
so that we can stay connected and let you know about exciting opportunities to get involved.

There is no obligation to do anything after you have signed up, but you will receive a few emails letting
you know about opportunities to get involved. Please feel free to forward this to any friends or family
who attended Sir Harry Smith who you think may want to get involved.

Join our alumni network

https://www.futurefirsthub.org.uk/regist
er/sirharrysmith




Useful Information
e

Upcoming Opening Evenings

Q +
Our Open Evenings for September 2026 are as follows: | ‘ EFLCOME
g
Yz

Year 6: Tuesday 7*" October 6.00pm-8.00pm S —
Sixth Form: Tuesday 14" October 6.00pm-8.00pm ‘

MACMlLLA We would like to invite parents/carers to attend our
CANCER su pPORT Macmillan Coffee Morning between 9.30am and
10.30am on Friday 26th September. This event will be
held in our Sixth Form Centre, which can be accessed at
the side of the college - It will be clearly signposted!

A reminder that college will close at 1.20pm on
Tuesday 7" October, to allow us to prepare for
our Year 6 Open Evening.

The PGL trip for Year 7 will go live on ParentPay at
15:55 today (Friday 19" September).

There are only 50 places for the trip so will be first
come first served. The deposit is £50.00pp.




Useful Information

&t The Hatianal Cellage, sur WakeUpWedneaday guides ampawer and equip parants, corers ond educolors with the canfidencs ond procticeal skills to ba abks ta have infermaed and oge-cpprepriate
corversations with children chowt anline safsty, mental health and welibsing, and climote chonge, Formerly delivered by Notional nline Sofsty, thess guides now address wider topics and themas
For hurther guides, hirts and tips, pleoso wisit naticnolcoliege.com.

10 '[%&T:ps for; ‘Parents and Educatnrs
ENCOURAGINGINEALTHY; FRIENDSHIPS

MNavigating the complexities of {:hl:l'mod and udulumnt frlamhhlpnl can be challenglng - but with the right guidance,
children and young people can cultivate meaningful, supportive relationships, some of which may last for many years. These
top tips provide a comprehensive approach to fastering healthy friendships among children ond young people. It's important

to remember, however, that each child is differ quire mhdlvh‘lmlqpprouch to relationship support,

i GRANT FRIENDSHIP .,
OPPORTUNITIES &=

Ercawmaging children and young peapbetn join
entrocurrhculor octivities can fester hoolthy
irsndships by prosiding shared inbenests and
cammen grawnd, Bngaging in theee pestimes
offers o phatiorm for interaction, sometimes
allevioting the sociol pressurs of knosing what
e gay, and helps childran develop meaninghd
connections.

LEM} BY
2 EXAMPLE 9

Tha children ard young pecgle in aur lves ses
Fiow e behave, the conneotons that we've
rrvache arsd the interactions batwasn us and
athare, Whaen we maodal healthy irkendehips, we
setan exomple ond help youngsters to
undarutand wiot haalthy ikendships looks ke
ard hew 1o ravigets them,

AR
4 HELP THEM LOVE €@
THEMSELVES

Haalthy Fiandahips aren just sbeul dynamics
with other peopls. They're aboul our relationship
with gurselves. For overall wallboing, ='s
Irnpeatont far a child 1@ hove the space 1o build

" their self-estesm and o postive sel-Emage, as
thiso faciors can have o notable Influence on
i Brisin cahipal iy lorm throughout lite.

| 1

4 MONITOR SCREEN
TIME

Toa mueh sensan tims can alfect sama
children's wellbeing In general, but it can
specifically impact friendships i It results in
fawar pogitive sociol imerectiong. in some
cases, reducing soreen time and encouraging
children ard young people 1o find ways
nleract face-16-Face an have poailis riults
#'s also impartant to remember that young
people con moke positive irlendships onling, but
iy weill i suppant 16 da this gabaly.

S PROBLEM-SOLVING °
inevitably, riendships can run into problems.
Hormar, This i als o on apportunily ba SUPport
children and young people to work theoagh any
difficultios that may arise. It can bs tempting to
intarvane and bry 1o Tix theds ixiuas far thess
valyed, but hslping Ehemn coneiders ways of

resodving conflict or managing ditficult
Sibuatians for Uvmbalsas can helg 1ham coneate

| stronger friendehips.
T
Meet Qur Expert

R

¢ EMPOWER THE «y
CHILD = 8

When we give children and yourg people the
confidercs o ohoose thelr flends, novigate
imarparsonal boundoeries and condidar Fow ey
weanit ba inberact with the different peaple around
thesm, we empower them to toke controd of the
Frigmdahips theny Fove. Whan young peophe feal in
contral of thaes things, they e mars likely ta
make positee choloes and remain aware of the
signs of a negative redationahip,

7 TEACH EMPATHY ,.;g

‘Healthy friendships” dossn't alwoys meon
‘perfect ' Sometimes, disogresments can
happan. Whan we ledch chldran and yeung
people to have smpathy, we help them to see
both sidos of o relationship; to be mindiul of the
challanges o riand mighl ba tacing or whatiuer
also might be going on. This can halp children
and yoursg paeope fo build strorges friendships.

g BEOPENTO
QUESTIONS

Talkineg te young people cbeut thedir riendships,
wha they spend time with and who they Infterect
with can open the door to questions i they hoee
concens. nitkally, these guarios may be
straightiorward, But if we are receptive 1o
discussion from the outset, young people are
e likaly 1o come bo s bor balp whon they ane

A oI L &

9 UNDERSTAND
BOUNDARIES _4

Cme of the keys to a healthy friendship is
Peta i i B Pt i, TS £ incliigha

anything from respescting persencl space and
baolongings to scooptable language and

bahauisur. Underatandng the imparianss ol E
satting these lmits and uphclding those sef by

oifvers oon help children stay safe. f young

pacpla ligura aut thair bosndarias and laal
cormidortable snfarcing them, theyre more likely
tooall somsons out B they go too for.

10 SPOT THE SIGNS Qo

Wa oan alwey SuU i yeung pacpli
Eometimes, we nesd 1o step back and give them
s0Me space. Howewer, [t's Important to consider
any indicators That thiy may Be strugghing in
Ehedr frisndships. dre they becoming
Inecrensingly Eritabde? Does thiir behavicur aier
wihan 1Fviry ‘v Badn with thair inends? dre thay
bscoming withidraen ar relsctant io take part in
certoin activities? These could all be signs that
thay ra limding things dilficult, and wa shoulkd
remain alest 1o gch chonges.

—

Becky Dawson is an sspeienced educater whe has worked in primary
and secondary schools for 20 yeors. She ks o focilitabor, consultant ard

h warking with yourg peaphs and the adults whe wark with tham,
with o facus an developing understanding and skills arowund mental
health, wellbeing ond sofeguornding.

e

X @wake_up_weds n fwuw_thermtiunulmllege @ @wakeup.wednesday d" @wake.upweds

Usars of thii guide do ac ot thair own discration. Neliability i antensd ko, Current as of the dote of rdecee: 2208.2024




Key Information

Term Dates
AUTUMN TERM 2025
Professional Day (college closed to students) Monday 1st September 2025
Professional Day (college closed to students) Tuesday 2nd September 2025
START OF TERM - Year 7 & 12 students only Wednesday 3rd September 2025
START OF TERM - All other year groups Thursday 4th September 2025
Professional Day (college closed to students) Friday 24th October 2025
Half Term Monday 27th to Friday 31st October 2025
Last Day of Term Friday 19th December 2025

SPRING TERM 2026
START OF TERM Monday 5th January 2026
Professional Day (college closed to students) Friday 13th February 2026
Half Term Monday 16th to Friday 20th February 2026
Last Day of Term Friday 27th March 2026

Contacting Us

Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first.

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991.

Social Media

Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.




