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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

17th Oct 2025

Dear Parent/Carer
As we approach the final week of this half-term, the weather has certainly started to change!

We have had another busy week in school with our Sixth Form Open Evening taking place for Year 11
students. We had a great turnout and it is wonderful to see so many students excited about the next stage of
their education. The mock exam season for Year 11 students is also approaching fast; this is an important few
weeks for these students and invaluable practice for the real exams in the summer. During the mock exam
period, the library will be closed to lower school students on Thursday lunchtimes to provide a quiet revision
space for our Year 11 cohort.

A group of our Sixth Form students took part in a trip to Anglian Ruskin University for an insight into what it
is like to take Criminology related studies at university. Students had an informative day and found the

experience of visiting a university really beneficial as they begin to consider their Post 18 options.

A reminder that next Friday, 24" October, is a Professional Development Day and the college will be closed
to students.

Have a relaxing weekend!

Dawn White
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Sixth Form Open Evening

Our recent Sixth Form Open Evening was filled with energy, inspiration, and a real sense of community pride.
The event welcomed a fantastic turnout of prospective students and their families, all eager to explore the
exciting opportunities that await them in our vibrant and dynamic Sixth Form.

From the moment guests walked through the doors, they were met with a warm, welcoming atmosphere
and the unmistakable buzz of possibility. Our Sixth Form Centre and subject specialists delivered, with
engaging displays, and passionate discussions from current Sixth Form students about subjects, enrichment,
and future aspirations.

Our incredible Year 12 & 13 students, were shining ambassadors for everything our Sixth Form represents.
With professionalism, confidence, and genuine enthusiasm, our students answered questions, and shared
their own personal journeys with honesty and pride. Whether they were leading presentations, offering
insights into subject choices, or simply chatting with younger students about what life is really like in Sixth
Form, they did so with maturity and warmth that left a lasting impression on everyone who attended.

Visitors frequently commented on how inspiring our students were—articulate, passionate, and clearly
thriving in their new environment. Their pride in being part of our Sixth Form was palpable, and it’s safe to
say they sparked excitement in the hearts of many future Sixth Formers.

Events like this remind us that Sixth Form is more than just a place to study—it’s a launchpad for growth,
independence, and ambition. And our current Sixth Form students exemplified this perfectly. We are
incredibly proud of the way they stepped up, took ownership, and showed such pride in their school and
themselves.

A huge thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of the evening—staff, students, and families
alike. The future looks brighter than ever, and we can’t wait to welcome the next generation of Sixth Formers

who were undoubtedly inspired by the brilliance they witnessed.

Tim Smith - Head of Sixth Form
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Our Historic Stonemasonry

This week Claire Grimwood contacted the college with reference to the stonemasonry coat of arms which sits
above our main entrance. Claire is the granddaughter of Robert William Loosemore. Her grandfather was
born in Southampton in 1894 and won a scholarship to the Southampton School of Art at the age of ten.

Robert Loosemore moved his family to Wisbech in the 1930s and worked as a stone carver and sculptor. He
worked on the coat of arms for SHSCC, as shown in the newspaper cutting below, as well as a bust for St John
Fisher Catholic High School.

Claire was pleased to see the coat of arms is still in situ and was delighted to visit the college to see her
grandfather’s work!




Theatre Trip: “The Play That Goes Wrong"

Drama Department Takes London by Storm with “The Play That Goes Wrong”

Recently, 45 Drama students and four staff members set off from college just before the end of the school
day for an exciting trip to London’s renowned Duchess Theatre.

Their mission?

To experience the hilarious and wildly entertaining production of “The Play That Goes Wrong”.

Arriving slightly ahead of schedule, the group seized the opportunity to explore nearby Covent Garden,
where they enjoyed a captivating display of street theatre that set the perfect tone for the evening ahead.
This outing was especially significant as the play is a new addition to the Drama department’s curriculum.
Students are currently studying the production in preparation for their upcoming mock exams, which include
a Section B theatre review accounting for 40% of their final written exam. Watching the play live gave them
invaluable insight into its farcical style, absurd situations, and comedic timing.

The show’s outrageous humour had the audience in stitches from start to finish, with almost everyone
thoroughly enjoying the performance. For many students, this marked their very first experience of live

theatre—a memorable introduction to the magic of the stage.

“The Play That Goes Wrong” comes highly recommended for anyone lucky enough to catch it. If you have the
chance, don’t miss out on this hilarious theatrical adventure.

Mrs Steele - Teacher of Drama




ARU Crime Seminar - 6" Form Social Sciences

Students studying Social Sciences at Sixth Form were invited to attend a series of workshops at Anglia
Ruskin University Cambridge. Seminars were led by leading experts in a variety of different fields such as
criminology, policing, cyber crime and explored options for degree apprenticeship routes into policing.
Students were excellently attentive, engaged and showed exemplary attitudes.

Mr Nichols - Curriculum Manager of Psychology
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Useful Information

Thank you to all those who attended our 6th Form Open
Evening this week. It was lovely to see so many
prospective students and their parents/carers. A huge
thank you to all of our current students who volunteered
to help at the event.

A reminder that college will be closed for a
Professional Day on Friday 24™ October.
Therefore Half Term break begins on Thursday
23" October.

During the Year 11 Mock Exam Period after half term,
the college library will be closed to lower school
students on Thursday lunchtimes, to enable Year 11
students to have a quiet place to study & revise. The
library is also open for revision on Mondays & Fridays
until 3.30pm and Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
until 4.15pm.




Useful Information
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"'SU‘ppor'-cing Children
and Young People with”

Emotionally Based
School Avoidance

for Parents/Carers in
Cambridgeshire

MNessie is funded to support families of
children and young people who are struggling
to attend school.

What we offer:

Free online and face-to-face

workshops/webinars

Parent Support line:
Tel: 07396 713632

Private moderated Facebook support
group:

Nessie Parent/Carer Support Group

1-1 support and parent groups
CYP therapeutic support

To make an enquiry, please visit nessieined.com
or Scan the QR code and one of the EBSA team

will be in touch to assess you, your child, and
your families needs.
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Useful Information

Supdrﬁng Children
and Young People with
Emotionally Based

School Avoidance

for Parents/Carers in
Cambridgeshire

We may be able to offer therapeutic
support for your families of CYPs that are:

Struggling to access school as a result of
mental health and emotional wellbeing

Considered STUC (Significant Trauma and
Unmet need in Crisis)

Attendance below 75% (or not able to stay
in lessons, so significantly at risk of missing
education)

Mot accessing other therapeutic services -

being on a waiting list is fine, but if they are

receiving other therapeutic support we are
NOT able to work with them

Tried lots of strategies, with no positive
outcome
Family and CYP want help, even if it is hard
to engage in services

If so, please either:
= Make a CYP referral HERE
« Call, Text or WhatsApp our parent
phone line: 07396 713632
« Fill out our enquiry form by scanning

this QR code! /—X
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Useful Information

A Tha Netieral Callege, sur WaksUpWednesdoy guides empawar and equip porenls, canrs and educeters with the sonfidancs end precticol skills ta ba able ba have inlormed ard age-appropricta
convereations with children about crline solety, mental kealth and wellbeing, and climote chonge. Formisrty deliversd by National Online Safsty, thess guides now address wider lopice and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visitnationalcollege.com
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Traffic-related incidents are a significant risk for young pedestrions and cyclists, 5o understanding read safety
is crucial for children's wellbeing, While all rood users share respensibility for keeping one another safe, this
guide offers strategies for empowering young people to navigate the reads confidently and responsibly.

TAKE PRACTICE
JOURNEYS

Miaking ‘proclice” joumeys with childnen

b5 0 great woy bo help them stay safe, thereby
madaliing raspansibse babayicurs wnd haing
road saiety ions as they to
trowel Independently. Add hozard percopticn
activitie like spaltieg alectis vahichs - whish
ey have a green number plate — and point cut
hisw quiset thoy are. Shildren korm by wotching
alfiars; ramind tham (e aeie peers might net
always be the best robs modeds,
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BE SEEN 7

Visibdity b lower during darkers wirter daye, and
drivers need bo tolos sxbra core to leok cut for
padesirians, Wearing bright and rellactive
chathing can help make children mors visible ta
drivers nesar reads. In poor daylight conditions,
ancoursge childran ta waar light, Bright ar
Husrescent clething, When it's dork, wear
reflective clothing or moterials such aso
radlactive anmband of jeckel
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Envcousrage children to look up and kesp thelr
anyik o tha road Teach tam to cormtantly
watch for froffic ond practiss dowble-checking
tho read botore crossing — kooking righs, lett and
han right agsin.
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‘Whire possibbe, dewions lke phones should be
Ept away lram ehildren whila aut and abeul
near roads,  they're camrying devices, these
should be put away urtll thy s resched thalr
duatination, Childnen fausl alis svaid playing
wwith tays or being distracted by friends. Ha
friend wonts to show thermn something funrry on
thair phone, tsanell ba timae ler thet ance ey ve
safely orrived

Hsouss the iImportonoe of walting irstead of
eraRaing Enfmadataly. L con be ticky to judgs
the speed of troffic ond spat chetacies that
oould couss o trip or a fall. For satety, children
sl e ard Uhink balors thay get 1o the kark
ard should alwoys walk = not run = when
crossing the read. They should avold crossing
winti| Wiy ra et iy Pisos planty of G,
Even if traffic seerms a long way afl, it could still
b appronching very quickly.

Meet Qur Expert
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rosd bahsviaurs - wihather wa'ne diving, cyeling, baris fiding of walking Imm
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¢ STOP BEFORE

THE KERB

Teach children to stop bedore reaching the kerb
- not Aight at the edge of It Halting belore they
gl ta 1ha ek allows tharm 12 aee il arythings
coaming. whareas getling too close to braffic is
dongarous. If thare's no pavemant, chddran
ghauild atard Back Iram 1ha fead ' adge but
sngure they can still s+ approaching trafic.

/.
T CROSS SAFELY

Ehildran ahould ahways find & sole Spot 16 Eross
the road, prioritising sebro crassings ar palicon
crossings, footbridges and subworys. Find o
placs whens thay con s trailic coming lram
bath directions. Avcid crossing nesr juncticns,
bends In the road, or obsboches thot ook thedr
Wi, Inba s froing 1o soimaw e they con
see and be seen, Remind them o use their eyes
and ers togother when cheoking the road, os
sormatimas iy can leor iralfie balsns they con
see it Locking and listening while crossing helps
them quickly spos trotfic, including oyclists and
metereyelists driving batwaan clbr vakichs.

L
g PARKED
VEHICLES o

crossing betweon parked vehicles s very
dongerous. Teseh childran 1o wss axtra caution
if crosdng in this wory, and, eally, ossid it
altegether. They should use the outskde odge of
avehicleas it it wera tha kerb, waiting and
chscking for troffic belors moving. They shoukd
ensure wehicles aren't obout to move, by leoking
Tar drivars in the vehicles and Bstening Tos
sngines nanning = but remembsr that slectric
wehiclos may meaove off silently. They should
always make sue there is o gop balwean any
porked yehicies cn the ather side, so they can
reach the pavement.

9 REVERSING &
VEHICLES

Childran miust never Sroes behind a revening
wehicle - it's extremely dangercus. Remind them
o book lor wiile reversing lights and listen out tar
warning sounde. Con they hear the angire scund
or o radio playing inskde the vehicle?

{5, WAITFORTHE =,
BUS TO LEAVE '~

\wWhan gating olf & bus, ehildran st wail far it
to beove before crossing so they can have o
glwar whew of thie romd bn beth directicns. This
alia allawi e o see ond ba Seen by ather
road wsers, Crossing near lorge vehicles is
portioularty dongerous and should be owolded.
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Key Information

Term Dates
AUTUMN TERM 2025
Professional Day (college closed to students) Monday 1st September 2025
Professional Day (college closed to students) Tuesday 2nd September 2025
START OF TERM - Year 7 & 12 students only Wednesday 3rd September 2025
START OF TERM - All other year groups Thursday 4th September 2025
Professional Day (college closed to students) Friday 24th October 2025
Half Term Monday 27th to Friday 31st October 2025
Last Day of Term Friday 19th December 2025

SPRING TERM 2026
START OF TERM Monday 5th January 2026
Professional Day (college closed to students) Friday 13th February 2026
Half Term Monday 16th to Friday 20th February 2026
Last Day of Term Friday 27th March 2026

Contacting Us

Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first.

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991.

Social Media

Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.




