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Dear Parent/Carer

Welcome back to the second half of the Autumn Term. | hope that you all had a relaxing and enjoyable half
term break.

We have a busy half-term ahead with lots of events taking place over the coming weeks. This week, a group
of students attended a trip to the Sizewell B Nuclear Power Station in Suffolk and our Year 12 students
attended the UK University and Apprenticeship Search Fair at the University of Northampton. Sixth Form
students also enjoyed a trip to Alton Towers at the end of last half-term and didn’t let Storm Benjamin
dampen their spirits!

We have noticed that a number of parents and carers are still driving on to the college site to drop off and
collect their child/ren. To make our site as safe as possible, we will, as of Monday, be closing the front gates
to stop unnecessary vehicles accessing the front of the school. We respectfully ask that you drop and collect
your child/ren near to the college in a safe way without obstructing any of our neighbours’ driveways.

This week in assemblies, all students have been spoken to about online safety in relation to social media,
specifically WhatsApp, Snapchat and sharing photos and images online. This is primarily aimed at KS3,
although there is information relevant to all year groups at the rear of the newsletter. Please read this and
have a chat with your child/ren about the privacy settings.

Year 11 students will be starting their mock exams next Friday, 14™ November. | am sure that this is a
nervous time for them, but is an incredibly valuable experience and will help them to gain familiarity of the
exam process for their summer GCSE exams. Good luck to all of them! Because of the mock exams starting
on Friday, we will be holding our Children in Need fundraising non-uniform day on Thursday 13" November.
This is an opportunity for students to attend school in appropriate non-uniform for a cash donation of £1 and
our Year 11 students only can wear fancy dress! This is always a highlight of the year for Year 11 students
and we look forward to seeing what interesting costumes students will come dressed in!

Have a lovely weekend.

Dawn White
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ASPIRE Awards Programme

We would like to remind you about the ASPIRE Awards Programme, which aims to recognise student success
within and beyond the classroom environment. The programme has three tiers of difficulty: Bronze,
and . We would like to encourage you and your child to share with us your success stories and
achievements so that we can celebrate these with you. You can read more about the programme on our
school website here.
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If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Form Tutor in the first instance.

To share any success stories or achievements, you can do so by completing this Form. We absolutely love
reading about all of the success and achievements that our students have both inside and outside of school.
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Aspire to achieve all

3 awards across 6 categories
Achievement, Service, Participation,
Inclusive, Responsibility, Environment

SirHarry Smith
COMMUNITY COLLEGE
ASPIRATION & ACHIEVEMENT FOR ALL
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https://www.sirharrysmith.cambs.sch.uk/page/?title=ASPIRE+Awards+Badges&pid=374
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?subpage=design&FormId=wWbqoqncE0ym-CfkgERf9UiakqDhpcdHqQJhFZxfwNBUQUs2NVQ1SVhJUEVENjJYWDc5TUVPRUNISy4u&Token=597ed6eca22f43a9bafcb6f666ebe8ad

Army Gun Run - Interhouse Competition

On Remembrance Day we are offering the opportunity for a fun yet very difficult interhouse competition. The
Army Gun Run is a tradition whereby groups of sailors dismantle a field gun and transport the parts over and
under obstacles. They then have to reassemble it at the end.

It’s a huge challenge and the first time we have offered this to students at school to have an attempt at.
There will be two teams competing from each House.

Teams will be as follows:

Each house — one team of 12 students from Years 7, 8 & 9.

Each house — one team of 8 students from Years 10 & 11.

Total 20 students from each house.

Under the watchful eye of Commando Mark and against the stopwatch, you will compete for Glory. You will
need to bring old clothing — gloves will be provided. To sign up, students need to speak to their Head of

House, SSA or Form Tutor. Entry is £2 per student.

No PRIZE you are running for the PRIDE - Which house will win?

¥ COMMANDO JOE’S



Children in Need - Thursday 13" November

We will be holding a non-uniform day on Thursday 13" November in aid of Children in Need. We are holding
our fund-raising event on the Thursday due to pre-arranged Year 11 mock exams taking place on the
Friday.

Students not wearing uniform will be asked to contribute £1.00 each as they enter the College that morning.

As part of the fund-raising activities that the College Year 11 volunteers are organising, there will also be
sweet treats and confectionery items on sale during the course of the day and a ‘beat the goalie’ competition
that students may want to bring additional money for. There will also be other competitions that can be
entered for a donation.

Year 11 students only may wear fancy dress, if they wish. As with previous fund-raising non-uniform days,
we must stress that it is vital that all students are dressed appropriately. If we consider any student’s dress is
unacceptable then parents will be contacted to arrange for the student to be sent home to change.
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donation. It's the quickest and

easiest way to pay in.




Sizewell B Power Station Trip

On Wednesday this week, some of our Key Stage 4 & 5 students visited Sizewell B Power Station in
Suffolk, as part of our Science, STEM and Career Information & Guidance programme. Students visited the
interactive visitor centre exhibition, learning how EDF safely produces 3% of the entire electricity needed
to power the UK at Sizewell B Power Station. They then spent an hour in the briefing room, where
Sizewell B staff explained how the power station works. Students and staff then went on a two-hour tour
of the power station facility. This was a fantastic opportunity for our students to go behind the scenes at
the most modern nuclear power station in the UK.

Science teacher, Mrs Guest, said: “The staff at the power station said how great the students were and it
would be a pleasure to have us back. They really did us proud.”




Sixth Form Trip - Alton Towers

After a long half term Sixth Form students enjoyed a bit of down time as they visited Alton Towers on the
final day of school. The storm that brought high winds and torrential rain to Whittlesey, fortunately
passed Staffordshire, which meant all rides were open. Halloween fever had certainly taken over at the
Park with lots of themed performances and displays. We all had a fantastic time!




Operation Christmas Child: A Shoebox of Joy
e

This festive season, our school is proud to take part in the Operation Christmas Child shoebox appeal, run
by the international relief organisation Samaritan’s Purse. The initiative brings smiles to children around
the world by delivering shoeboxes filled with small gifts and essentials.

Each form group will prepare one shoebox, thoughtfully packed for a specific child based on age and
gender. Whether it's a boy aged 2—4 or a girl aged 10-14, every box will be tailored to make a meaningful
impact.

What goes into a shoebox?
¢ Fun toys, puzzles, or games
o School supplies like pencils and notebooks
« Hygiene items such as toothbrushes and soap
« Optional: a personal note or drawing to brighten their day

This is a wonderful opportunity for students to collaborate, show kindness, and learn about giving to
others. Once completed, the boxes will be collected and sent off to children in need across the globe.

Let’s come together to make a difference—one shoebox at a time!

Samaritan’s Purse’

INTERNATIONAL RELIEF

Photographs Courtesy of Samaritan’s Purse.



Useful Information
e

Students can support the Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal by purchasing a poppy from reception. We will
be participating in the two minutes’ silence on
Remembrance Day next week.

ROYAL BRITISH LECION

library is closed to lower school students on
Thursday lunchtimes, to enable Year 11 students to
have a quiet place to study & revise. The library is
also open for revision on Mondays & Fridays until
3.30pm and Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday until
4.15pm.
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Useful Information

al Callege, our WakeUpWedrasdey guides empowaer and equip ponnls, conrs and aducelsrs wi anfidancs and procticel skills ba ba able 1o have inorrmed ard age-appropricta
wnrsations with children about oriline solety, mental bealth and welibsing, and climotes chonge. Formsry delivered by National Online Safety, these guices now address wider topice ond themise:
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcellege.com.
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WhatsApp is o free messoging service owned by Meta which allows users to send text and voice
rnassugus,rnuu video calls, share multimeadia = such as imugﬂs,ﬁdeos,dn-:umﬂnt: and p-nll: =
and have group chats. WhatsApp messoges are encrypted, meaning only the sender and the
“E Em recipient can view what is sent. While this privacy may sound attractive on paper, this opp comes
with several associated risks that must be considered - especially for younger users.
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GROUP CHATS i S FAKE NEWS

Eraup chats ket friends tolk together L —i Whats&pp's simplicity mokes sharing
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oan also escalote quickly, 05 more people join with a doubls arrow. This olests wsess thot the
i, ampllying the goect through a widar maskage B ariginal and may be uRnelable,
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EVOLVING SCAMS : CHAT LOCK
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i Ths nawa ‘Chat leck” fesaturs et usare
WhoisApp's populority makes It atirective to .
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3 il Whatsapp's 'live locoticn’ Bsotuns haips fisnd
mimis: real onas, spreading misinfarmation, met up or pOrents chook 0 child's route home.
hote spesah, or phishing for parsonal doto. Howavar, Sriyans in g child's groug chats con

Whotadpp may also collect and shone L L track their Iecation, patentiolly revealing their
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DISAPPEARING MESSAGES L 1 5 Al INTEGRATION

Disoppearing messages holp share -

annEtive infa, But yeung peaphs may ] 1 Miato Al on WhatlaApp pededs faks o

wrongly mssurme theyre hully private. E . children, including sxpasure io misnfcmation, %
Sonders can opt fer their messoge to wanish Inappropriote content, ond doto privacy issues. B
aftar 24 hours, T days, or 90 days = ar far media, Al radpandas may be inaceurate, and kids might

after one wiews, However, recipients con still sove : share pereanal mferrmation unknowingly, 18 can l‘__"_ ]
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EMPHASISE CAUTION g THINK BEFORE SHARING

Incaurags childran to treal nexpsctsd mestages with cauticn, Get them ta Help ohildren understond why s Important to stop and think before posting or
consider, for exomiple, whather it sounds lioe something o friend or relathve would Terwording somathing an WhatsApp. It's easy - and all lea cammon - or contam sent to
raally send them. Moke sure thay bnow naver 1o share personal detoils ever A weer ba then be shared more widely, and sven publichy on social media, Encouregs
Whatelpp, and ba be wary al clicking on any links in masoges. Setling up Iwo=step them to conskder how an lIl-judged message meght damoge their reputation or upset a
wesification ndds @ further kyer of protection to their Whotsipp oocount, W Iriand wio sant iy Lo W in N
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ADJUST THE SETTINGS CHAT ABOUT PRIVACY

It's wise bo change a child's Whatspp settings to specify which o thair Have o comarialion wilth youngsten abaul how thay're usng Whatihpp,

contocts can add tham o greup chats without eeding approvol. Te do this, emphasising that it's for their own safety, If you spot o Locked Chats” fokdes,

g 1 'Privecy’, than ‘Groups’, You can give pemmizgion ba Wy Contacts’ or My Caplects wou might wont to talk about the sort of messoges thot one in there, wheo they're with
Excopi.. Additionolly, it the child needs touse Wee location’, emphasise that they should and why 1Ry hove Baan Riddan Ak, il o young uber has Sant any vise ans’ conbant,
enable this furction lor only os long as they need - and tharm tuem it edf. discwss their remsons for using this feoture.
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Meet Qur Expert

D Cloire Sutheriand is on anline safety consultant, sducotor and
researcher whe has developed and implemsented anti-bullying and cyber
salety palicias far scheals. Sha hes weillen variaus scadamic paparn and
carried cut ressarch for the Australion Government comparing intemst
USe ard senting Dehowiour of young pecple in the UK, USA and Australia.
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Useful Information

A Tha Netioral Callege, sur WaokalpWedrasdoy guides empower and equip pornils, canrs and aduceters with the canfidancs and precticel skills to Ba able ta have informed and age-apprapeiote
conversations with children about criline solety, mental kealth and wellbsing, and climots chonge, Formery deliversd by Mational Online Safety, these guidss now address wider topice ond theme.
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SNAP STREAK
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For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalocllege.com

With over 300 million active monthly users and billions of ‘Snaps’ sent sach month, Snopchat is o popular
messaging app among children and young people. It allows users to share fun, spontaneous pictures and
videos with friends and family while using playiul filters. One of Snapchat’s unigue features is that pictures,

videos and massages are only viewable lor a short period al time.
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

snapchot's uss of artidiciol intelligence (A1)
ncliedes leatunes likbe tha My AP chatbat and
Al=pawered filters, aMering interactive experisnces thot
©an be fun but also pose risks. These tocks moy share
undilarad of iraccurate MSporses, promate unreclstic
Baauty slandards, ond collect pericnal doto
Acvanged fifters and desphako-styls lenses can distort
raality, p tally beoding e i 3
mpersanation, or inapprapriabe content,
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SCREEN ADDICTION ) 3

Enapchot boosts user engogaemant oend dolly use

with Teaturas like strecks [daily Sropehat scharged
Befween you and a friend ). When a sireck’s been going
for a fow doys, users will oo a & emoji. The numbses
alengiica i skhows the numbser of daya, But il users
miss a day and break the streak, the only way o
restore itls to poy. This encourages dally use hobits,
ard lreguant notificotions con keap wEars ralurnang ta
the app even more often,

SEXTORTION

L FP
featurs may fosber o sense of mlel.".- users may
Became largets of sextartion. For avampla, o predator
Y predEure sSmeene inba sending nude images,
then somehow capture those iImoges to threaten and
Etirnddorte the vietiom. This migh invelve cloirming thaey
will share the images with Iriends ce family unleas
ey I posd.
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Crectad with guidancs bram Camman Senes Media, Snopchal has
deweloped o Family Safety Hub thot exploins how the app works and how to
use i if-app protections for teans. 'S Frecommanded thot you review this
guidancs bafare allawing a child to dewnlead Snapchel, Bamaember, the
app Is enly intended for children aged 13 and over.
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BLOCK AND REPORT

i a stronger connects with o chitd an Snapchat and makes them feal
uncomiortable by prossuring them to send o receive unwonted o inoppropriote

imagas, the child can lep th threa dots on that parson’s profils to repeet ar black tham,

There are opticns to stote why they're reporting that user, with a tailored reporting
sertion under the ‘Hudity ond Sequal Comtent’ category. in this cotegory, there's the
aptien 16 rapart samabody lor thrsataning to leak sexually axplicit imoges, ar mudes’

SNAPCHAT+

Enapchats s the platiorm's premilurm

subseription servica, ellering eorly occess to naw and
saciugive feotunes, In fure 3028, Snapchot infroduced
a new tier colled Lens+, giving subsonibers access to
hundreds of lenses ond AR axpaiences lor playing,
ereating, and sharng Snope. Thess poid leatures may
SNCOUTTE YouUNg Users to spend money to access
anclusivg conban, increasing tha risk of everspanding
ar fealing pressured o maks in-app purchases,

ACCESSIBILITY

Snapehal i row aecadaible am o web browsar,
meaning children con use it on a laptop or tobiet
without downiloading the app. This con moke sotivity
harder 16 manitar, reducs the affectivaress of pesental
conirols, and increase the risk of unsupsrvised
communication or euposune to inappropriote content.
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*INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT g

‘Fome content an Snapchat lsn® suitabie

for children. The hashtogs used to group

cantant ane datarmined by the poster, 5o

wven on nnoecent search term could stll vield
age-inappropriote results. The opp's disappearing
kA ges ol alio makes it sady lor paung peeple
e share explicit images on impulse - so sexting
continues to be o dsk assoclabed with Snopchot.
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ENCOURAGE OPEN DISCUSSIONS ,’

Snapehat’s daks con be g 1o honde i you Arurture on open dicloguae. Tolk

about scoms and biackmail befors letting children sign up. if they're lured inko o scam,
ancourage them to tell you Immediotely. Talk openly and ron-judgementally about
saating, smphasising its inharan fake. Furthanmare, explain bow popular ‘challanges’ an
the platiorm con hove harmiul conssguences.
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USE PRIVACY SETTINGS TOGETHER

Sit dhown withs tha children in your core ond explore Snopehal's privacy settings

a% a shomd activity, You can halp them aduet whoe con cantast them, view their
stories, or see their location on Snop Mop. It's 0 good opportunity toexploin why some
setings are solor than ethars, reinfonzing their urderstarding of online boundaries.
EReaurage tham 16 regulardy revies theae ing pecially alter app ups ar
charlguqmlhulr friendship groups.
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Meet Our Expert

Dr Cloirs Sutherland s an anline safety consultant, sducotor and
researcher who has developed and implemsented anti-bullying and cyber
salety palicias far schools. Shi i sritlen various scadamic papern and
carrisd out ressorch far the Australion Government comparing intermst
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Useful Information
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Useful Information

A Thea Nstismal Callege, sur WakaUpWedreidey guides smpowar ond equlp poner, conrs ond aducsers with the sanfidancs end precticol skills 1o ba able b lave inlormed and age-appho e ote
sonwersations with children about criline sciety, mental bealth and wellbeing, and climets chonge, Formery delivered by Notional Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics ond themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, pleose visit notionalooilege.com

| 10 Top Tips ?or;Parents and-Edi:lbatbrs
DEALING WITH 'TRAT!MATIC
& CHALLENGING EVENTS]"

Childrean and young peopls may foce o wide ronge of troumatic or challenging events — from bereovemant and iliness to bullying,
furnil]r breakdowns, or witnns:l’ng violence. These experiences can affect their mental health, behaviour, relotionships, and
academic progress. With the right support from trusted adults, children can begin to feel sale, rebuild resilience, and develop
healthy coping strategles. This guide offers practical and empathetic ways toe provide support and profmote positive cutcomes,

A PREDICTABLE
ENVIRONMENT

Childnen who howe sxporinoed
treima oltan Tesl wneals of Ehcartain,
Creating reatines, settng clear expectations,
ard maintaining consistency can help restorea
anns of aecurity, This strsctuns cifers
reassuronce and hedpes children el mars in
control of their suroundings.
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USE LANGUAGE THAT
MATCHES THEIR AGE

Speak cloorly ond sensitively, cheosing

werds that ane apprapriate far the child's

age. &void ovenwhelming them with too

mwuch indormaotion at ance. Ofer gentle,

henast axplanations and fecus on eassirances,

especially when talking abowt difficust or
beects.
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TRAUMA AND
THE BODY

stantion Brislly thal treuma can show

wp in physical waye, such as chongss in sesp,
appetite, concentration, or as physiool oches
ared paing, Candidar this batara laballing
Behoviour as "ditficult’ e tary’, Some children
meay become withdroen, while others moy be
ara sutwardly ehallenging. Highlight that
there's ne ‘ore way' children respand,

AVOID RETELLING OR
RELINING TRAUMA

Children scometimes get osked fo sxplain

of repeot their exparience multiple times.
Tiriking a balance of whan o Batan and

wtven ba gently redirect con help to aveld
unnecessory re-traumatisation. Acknowledge,
Bl dan't prabs far datail unkess saleguarding
procedunss reguins it
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AVOID DISMISSING OR
MINIMISING FEELINGS

Saamingly well-rmeaning comimanalike

“It"s nof thof bad™ or "Fou're ckay ™ may shat
diovsm childron’s emotional expression and are
aftan rat halplul, Instead, soonowladge what
they're fesling, sven # it seems emall, volidating
a child's emiotiors helps therm feal soen and
SNCHUFEG G Afn SoMMUncatEan in L.
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Meet Qur Expert
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Thie guics hos besn writhen by Anna Bateman. &nno is possionats about
placing provention at the heort of overy schood by Integrating mental
walibaing within tha curiculum, sehool culiuns, ond systlams, Sha has
basn o mambar of the advitory group for the Departmant for Educotion,

advising them on thelr mental health green poper.
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x @wake_up_weds
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n fwuw thenationalcollege

@wake.upwednesday
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g UNDERSTAND HOW

Kany r:hlldmn don't howe the words 1o axpress
Eh i, dipacially during

supporting them fo numrﬂhu’l ey mlwlln-q -
such as angry, scared of sod - builds emotional
litaracy. Tack ke ametion chans, drawing, or
starytelling can hedp externalise feelings ina

sodn, managooble way.

BE AWARE OF YOUR
OWN RESPONSES

Children pick up on adult emeticns and
rooctiona, often mimmring them. Staying colm,
wvan in chollanging situstions, helpa childon
fenl mare secure. Proctising your oam
self-regulation ks on importont woy to model
hacithy gireas management ond aRcoundges
children to do the some.
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g SEEK PROFESSIONAL

8 SUPPORT

While many children benefit irom

everydoy ermational suppart, soma

will reed more epecialised help, 0 aymplame
persist, worsen, or disrupt their daily ife, consult
with sehoel safeguording leads, o GF. or a
mantal health professicnol farly intecmntion
can prevent long-term ditficulties and support
Feoltlvy Fecouery.

g MAINTAIN
CONNECTION

Iealaticn can wersen the impact of treuma,
Encouroge involwerment in group activites,
praisa thair ablorts, ond ensur Uy beal ke o
walued part af the scheal er family cammunity,
Meandnghsl connecticn with trusted adults ond
peers builds resiisnce ond o sermse of belonging.

|

BE PATIENT - HEALING
TAKES TIME LR

Thesrar's nis guiick fix for amotionol
recowery, Children may have gead
doys and sethooks, and progross may
ot mhaays ba vl of linear. Your orgaing
suppart, patisnce, ond pressnce can help them
o foraard of thislr own poce, knowing they
i ok alon
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Key Information

Term Dates
AUTUMN TERM 2025
Professional Day (college closed to students) Monday 1st September 2025
Professional Day (college closed to students) Tuesday 2nd September 2025
START OF TERM - Year 7 & 12 students only Wednesday 3rd September 2025
START OF TERM - All other year groups Thursday 4th September 2025
Professional Day (college closed to students) Friday 24th October 2025
Half Term Monday 27th to Friday 31st October 2025
Last Day of Term Friday 19th December 2025

SPRING TERM 2026
START OF TERM Monday 5th January 2026
Professional Day (college closed to students) Friday 13th February 2026
Half Term Monday 16th to Friday 20th February 2026
Last Day of Term Friday 27th March 2026

Contacting Us

Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first.

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991.

Social Media

Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.




