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Aspiration and achievement for all

Dear Parent/Carer

Welcome back to the second half of the Autumn Term. I hope that you all had a relaxing and enjoyable half
term break. 

We have a busy half-term ahead with lots of events taking place over the coming weeks. This week, a group
of students attended a trip to the Sizewell B Nuclear Power Station in Suffolk and our Year 12 students
attended the UK University and Apprenticeship Search Fair at the University of Northampton. Sixth Form
students also enjoyed a trip to Alton Towers at the end of last half-term and didn’t let Storm Benjamin
dampen their spirits! 

We have noticed that a number of parents and carers are still driving on to the college site to drop off and
collect their child/ren.  To make our site as safe as possible, we will, as of Monday, be closing the front gates
to stop unnecessary vehicles accessing the front of the school. We respectfully ask that you drop and collect
your child/ren near to the college in a safe way without obstructing any of our neighbours’ driveways. 

This week in assemblies, all students have been spoken to about online safety in relation to social media,
specifically WhatsApp, Snapchat and sharing photos and images online. This is primarily aimed at KS3,
although there is information relevant to all year groups at the rear of the newsletter. Please read this and
have a chat with your child/ren about the privacy settings. 

Year 11 students will be starting their mock exams next Friday, 14  November. I am sure that this is a
nervous time for them, but is an incredibly valuable experience and will help them to gain familiarity of the
exam process for their summer GCSE exams. Good luck to all of them!  Because of the mock exams starting
on Friday, we will be holding our Children in Need fundraising non-uniform day on Thursday 13  November.
This is an opportunity for students to attend school in appropriate non-uniform for a cash donation of £1 and
our Year 11 students only can wear fancy dress! This is always a highlight of the year for Year 11 students
and we look forward to seeing what interesting costumes students will come dressed in!  
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Have a lovely weekend.

  

Dawn White
Principal 

7th Nov 2025



We would like to remind you about the ASPIRE Awards Programme, which aims to recognise student success
within and beyond the classroom environment. The programme has three tiers of difficulty: Bronze, Silver,
and Gold. We would like to encourage you and your child to share with us your success stories and
achievements so that we can celebrate these with you. You can read more about the programme on our
school website here.

If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Form Tutor in the first instance.

To share any success stories or achievements, you can do so by completing this Form. We absolutely love
reading about all of the success and achievements that our students have both inside and outside of school.

ASPIRE Awards Programme

https://www.sirharrysmith.cambs.sch.uk/page/?title=ASPIRE+Awards+Badges&pid=374
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?subpage=design&FormId=wWbqoqncE0ym-CfkgERf9UiakqDhpcdHqQJhFZxfwNBUQUs2NVQ1SVhJUEVENjJYWDc5TUVPRUNISy4u&Token=597ed6eca22f43a9bafcb6f666ebe8ad


On Remembrance Day we are offering the opportunity for a fun yet very difficult interhouse competition. The
Army Gun Run is a tradition whereby groups of sailors dismantle a field gun and transport the parts over and
under obstacles.  They then have to reassemble it at the end. 

It’s a huge challenge and the first time we have offered this to students at school to have an attempt at.
There will be two teams competing from each House. 

Teams will be as follows:

Each house – one team of 12 students from Years 7, 8 & 9.
Each house – one team of 8 students from Years 10 & 11. 
Total 20 students from each house.    

Under the watchful eye of Commando Mark and against the stopwatch, you will compete for Glory. You will
need to bring old clothing – gloves will be provided. To sign up, students need to speak to their Head of
House, SSA or Form Tutor. Entry is £2 per student. 

No PRIZE you are running for the PRIDE - Which house will win? 
 

Army Gun Run - Interhouse Competition



We will be holding a non-uniform day on Thursday 13  November in aid of Children in Need. We are holding
our fund-raising event on the Thursday due to pre-arranged Year 11 mock exams taking place on the
Friday.
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 Students not wearing uniform will be asked to contribute £1.00 each as they enter the College that morning.

As part of the fund-raising activities that the College Year 11 volunteers are organising, there will also be
sweet treats and confectionery items on sale during the course of the day and a ‘beat the goalie’ competition
that students may want to bring additional money for. There will also be other competitions that can be
entered for a donation. 

Year 11 students only may wear fancy dress, if they wish. As with previous fund-raising non-uniform days,
we must stress that it is vital that all students are dressed appropriately. If we consider any student’s dress is
unacceptable then parents will be contacted to arrange for the student to be sent home to change.

 
 

Children in Need - Thursday 13  November th



On Wednesday this week, some of our Key Stage 4 & 5 students visited Sizewell B Power Station in
Suffolk, as part of our Science, STEM and Career Information & Guidance programme. Students visited the
interactive visitor centre exhibition, learning how EDF safely produces 3% of the entire electricity needed
to power the UK at Sizewell B Power Station. They then spent an hour in the briefing room, where
Sizewell B staff explained how the power station works. Students and staff then went on a two-hour tour
of the power station facility. This was a fantastic opportunity for our students to go behind the scenes at
the most modern nuclear power station in the UK. 

Science teacher, Mrs Guest, said: “The staff at the power station said how great the students were and it
would be a pleasure to have us back. They really did us proud.”

Sizewell B Power Station Trip



After a long half term Sixth Form students enjoyed a bit of down time as they visited Alton Towers on the
final day of school. The storm that brought high winds and torrential rain to Whittlesey, fortunately
passed Staffordshire, which meant all rides were open. Halloween fever had certainly taken over at the
Park with lots of themed performances and displays. We all had a fantastic time!

Sixth Form Trip - Alton Towers



This festive season, our school is proud to take part in the Operation Christmas Child shoebox appeal, run
by the international relief organisation Samaritan’s Purse. The initiative brings smiles to children around
the world by delivering shoeboxes filled with small gifts and essentials.

Each form group will prepare one shoebox, thoughtfully packed for a specific child based on age and
gender. Whether it's a boy aged 2–4 or a girl aged 10–14, every box will be tailored to make a meaningful
impact.

What goes into a shoebox?
Fun toys, puzzles, or games
School supplies like pencils and notebooks
Hygiene items such as toothbrushes and soap
Optional: a personal note or drawing to brighten their day

This is a wonderful opportunity for students to collaborate, show kindness, and learn about giving to
others. Once completed, the boxes will be collected and sent off to children in need across the globe.

Let’s come together to make a difference—one shoebox at a time!

Operation Christmas Child: A Shoebox of Joy

Photographs Courtesy of Samaritan’s Purse.



Useful Information

A reminder that college will close for the
Christmas break on Friday 19  December.
College will close at 1.20pm on this day. 
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During the Year 11 Mock Exam Period, the college
library is closed to lower school students on
Thursday lunchtimes, to enable Year 11 students to
have a quiet place to study & revise. The library is
also open for revision on Mondays & Fridays until
3.30pm and Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday until
4.15pm. 

Students can support the Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal by purchasing a poppy from reception. We will
be participating in the two minutes’ silence on
Remembrance Day next week. 
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Key Information

Term Dates

Contacting Us
Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first. 

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991. 

Social Media
Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.  


