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Aspiration and achievement for all

Dear Parent/Carer
 
We have reached the end of a very busy term and I am sure that everyone is ready for a break over the
festive period.
 
I was delighted to meet with 177 students yesterday who have achieved 100% attendance during the
Autumn term. This is a great achievement and I hope that it will continue into the Spring term.  As
always, I cannot stress enough the importance of excellent attendance at school. 
 
244 students had an enjoyable time at the cinema last night. Thank you to those staff who made this
possible and to parents and carers for providing a taxi service!

I would like to thank everyone that donated items to Whittlesey Emergency Food Aid as part of our
Christmas Jumper Day. Every year I am humbled at how our school community rallies to support those
in need.   Our Christmas Carol Concert last week also raised a total of £142.60 which will be donated to
this worthy cause. Thank you to all those who attended.
 
We have been very fortunate to receive a generous donation from local company Forterra which has
allowed us to purchase a drum kit for our music department. This contribution is greatly appreciated
and will hugely benefit our students in lessons and extra-curricular activities.
 
There will be some changes to students’ timetables when we return in January.  In the majority of cases
these are minimal and may just include lessons taking place at a different time to their current
timetable but still with the same teacher. Some students will have a new teacher for some lessons due
to new staff joining.   These changes will be available to view on Edulink from this evening. 
 
I would like to wish you all a relaxing and enjoyable break and look forward to welcoming students back
to the college on Monday 5  January 2026.  th

 
With very best wishes,

Dawn White
Principal 

19th Dec 2025



This festive season, our school was proud to take part in the Operation Christmas Child shoebox appeal, run by the
international relief organisation Samaritan’s Purse. The initiative brings smiles to children around the world by
delivering shoeboxes filled with small gifts and essentials.

Shoeboxes were thoughtfully packed for a specific child based on age and gender. As a school we were able to get
17 shoeboxes delivered 2 weeks ago. I have received confirmation that they are enroute to a country where there is
severe shortages of even the most basic items and that the quality of the boxes was outstanding.  

Some were over filled and they have been able to be split to allow even more children to receive a give this
Christmas. The organisers asked to pass on their sincere thanks for all the kindness shown by Sir Harry Smith
students.

Well done everyone!

Mr White.

Operation Christmas Child: A Shoebox of Joy

Photographs Courtesy of Samaritan’s Purse.



On Thursday 18  December SHSCC Choir visited local music group 'Music Makers'. This group meets to sing for fun
on the last Thursday of the month at Whittlesey Baptist Church. 

th

SHSCC Choir were delighted to be able to join this group for a festive sing and were able to perform some pieces to
the group, while also participating in some joint singing. 

Students represented the college brilliantly and have been invited back to Music Makers in 2026! 

Music Makers Christmas!



Last Friday evening staff came together for a fun game of netball. We had two teams - The Grinches and The Tiny
Tims; it was a closely fought match with both sides showing some great skills!

Everyone was tired by the end having had a good workout but smiling and ready for the next match in the summer.
The match ended 10-7 to The Grinches. After medals were handed out to the winning team, everyone enjoyed a
mince pie and left in good spirits for the weekend.

Thank you to Miss Lee and Miss Tyson for organising the event and Mrs Phillips for umpiring. 
 

Staff Netball Match 2025



On Thursday 11 of December, nine Year Seven students competed in The Peterborough Schools Netball
Tournament. This involved our netball team competing against many different schools in a round robin tournament.
The girls showed determination throughout their games and resilience when facing some challenging teams.

th 

Communication was a strength for the team and their ability work together to maintain possession and move the
ball up the court. 

Overall, the Sir Harry Smith team came in 3  place out of many schools competing, which was a massive success for
the girls. 

rd

Well done all!

Miss Tyson.

Year 7 Netball Success



On 12  December 2025, Mr Tomlin and Mr Haycock-Ivo took the Year 12 A-level History students for a day out in
London to support their study of the 'Early Stuarts and the Coming of the English Civil War' A-level topic.

th

Students were treated to a private tour of Westminster Abbey, where they got to see the tombs of many of the
figures they have been studying, such as Elizabeth I, James I and his controversial favourite George Villiers (one of
Mr Tomlin's personal heroes). Students found it fascinating seeing so many layers of history, walking in the footsteps
of every monarch who has been crowned in the place from Edward the Confessor to Charles III.

Mr Tomlin then took students on a walking tour of central London, where we got to see where Charles I was
executed outside Banqueting House, his former residence at St James' Palace, and the remnants of the once
substantial residence of George Villiers. We were also lucky enough to see part of the 'Changing of the Guards'
ceremony at Buckingham Palace.

Lastly, we walked over to Westminster Abbey, passing through Westminster Hall, site of the trials of Guy Fawkes,
William Wallace and Charles I, before being given a private tour of the Houses of Parliament, including the House of
Lords and House of Commons. It's always interesting to see students’ reaction, standing in a building they have seen
on TV so many times (it's much smaller in real life!) and where the Prime Minister stands.

After buying a few Parliament related Christmas gifts, we headed home, tired but happy after having a great day
enjoying so much History.

Mr Tomlin runs this trip every year for his A-level History students and looks forward to running it again.

A Level Parliament Trip



This week our 6  Form Department held a quiz to raise funds for their Summer Ball. Staff and students had a
fantastic evening and raised an incredible £250! Thank you to Claire H & Clare R for organising! 

th

6th Form Quiz in Aid of the Summer Ball



On Friday our Key Stage 3 and 4 PE mentor students took part in a teambuilding workshop, run by our very own
Commando Joe. 

“At Commando Joe’s, we believe every child deserves the tools to thrive, not just academically, but
emotionally, socially, and morally. That’s why we’re on a mission to embed character education at the
heart of UK schools.”

Our mentors started the first blackout mission developing character, self-confidence and resilience that are
important to these students both in their academic and sporting careers. It was a fantastic to see our PE mentors
rewarded for their contribution to the college. 

Thank you to Mr Shackleton for running the workshop. 

Miss Ponder.

Commando Joe’s: Teambuilding



Help Us Create the Best Straw Bear at Sir Harry Smith!

Sir Harry Smith Community College is delighted to announce that we will be taking part in this year’s Straw Bear
Festival—and to celebrate, we are launching an exciting inter-house Straw Bear Creation Competition!

Each house will be challenged to design and create their very own miniature Straw Bear, inspired by the famous
Whittlesey festival tradition. We are asking families, students, and friends of the school to donate clean, dry barley
straw, which will be used by the houses during the creative process.

What We Need

To help bring each house’s creation to life, we are kindly requesting donations of barley straw. This must be:

Clean
Dry
Suitable for crafting (no hay or wheat straw, please)

Please contact reception if you have some to donate so that we are able to organise a suitable drop off time.

The Challenge: Each house will use the donated barley straw to create their own unique Straw Bear. Creativity,
craftsmanship, tradition and teamwork will all play a part as our students work together to produce something truly
special.

A panel of judges will review the finished bears, and the winning house will be awarded house points and a special
certificate—not to mention bragging rights for the year!

Why Barley Straw?

Barley straw has long been used for the traditional Straw Bear costume thanks to its golden colour and strength. By
donating, you are helping our students take part in an important cultural event and continue a much-loved local
tradition.

Thank you in advance for your support and generosity.

Let the creativity begin—who will craft the most impressive Straw Bear of 2026?

 

Straw Bear Festival Inter-House Competition!



Useful Information

Year 7 and Year 11 Progress Checks were sent
home this week via email – these also appear
on Edulink accounts.

Students in Years 7 to 11 with 100% attendance met with the Principal this week, to congratulate them
and have Christmas cookies. This photo shows a selection of the students invited - well done to all
students involved! 

Year 11 students have had their Mock Exam
Results Day this week. We hope students have
found the mock exam process useful as they
prepare for their exams in the Summer. 



Useful Information

Cinema Reward Trip
On Thursday, 244 students from Sir Harry Smith Community College
descended on the Showcase Cinema in Peterborough for a well-earned
trip to the movies. Students chose between the latest blockbusters,
including Zootropolis, Wicked, and Now You See Me, Now You Don’t.

Excitement levels were sky-high and, based on the heroic amounts of
refillable drinks, popcorn, sweets, and pick ’n’ mix consumed, it’s fair to
say the cinema snack counters may still be recovering! Many students
are expected to remain fuelled by sugar, cinema popcorn, and festive
excitement well into the Christmas break.

Leavers December 2025

Miss Gluch - Teacher of English
Mrs Lancaster - SENDCo
Mrs McGonigle - Teacher of Science
Mr Jackson - Teacher of English
Mrs Weston - Site Team 

New Arrivals January 2026

Ms Bowring - Teacher of English
Ms Atkins - Head of Geography
Miss Lynch-Graham - Attendance Administrator
Mrs Zebrowska - Teacher of Maths

As the end of the Autumn term approaches, we say farewell to some valued members of our school community. We
wish them well for the future. We also welcome some new members to our team for the start of the new year. 



Useful Information

We return to college on Monday 5  January
2026. Wishing you all a restful break. 

th

Last week the college took delivery of a brand new drum kit,
which arrived just in time for the Christmas Music Evening. 

Thank you to Forterra UK for their sponsorship towards this, for
which we are very grateful. 

Our Christmas Choir Concert last week raised a
fabulous £142.60 for Whittlesey Emergency
Food Aid. This was supplemented by  amazing
donations of food and other products on our
Christmas Jumper Day today.

Judy Darby from the Royal British Legion was presented with
our fundraising cheque from the Inter-House Gun Run
Competition and Poppy Bear raffle as part of our Remembrance
Day commemorations. We raised £111.50.



Useful Information



Key Information

Term Dates

Contacting Us
Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first. 

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991. 

Social Media
Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.  


