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Aspiration and achievement for all

Dear Parent/Carer
 
Another week has flown by!
 
Last Friday I held my first Principal’s Reward Breakfast with a group of well-deserving students. This was a
great opportunity for students to meet with me to be congratulated on their efforts in school and also share
their views on various key topics, whilst enjoying pastries and hot chocolate (with cream and marshmallows, of
course!) This will be a fortnightly event, so I look forward to meeting many more students over the coming
weeks. 
 
I am proud to report that our Year 7 girls’ football team won their first match, beating Stanground 5:1! Well
done girls! I would also like to say a huge thank you to Mark and the team at Chroma Sports who very kindly
donated the football kit to us. Our Sports Leaders have been busy this week too, running a Hockey Festival and
Circus Skills Festival for local primary school students.
 
Students have been taking part in the abundance of World Book Day celebrations that we have had on offer
this week, including the Year 7 event, ‘Breakfast and a Book’! Selected students enjoyed an hour with their
favourite books, while also devouring the various breakfast treats on offer. Thank you very much to Miss
Timms and Mrs Phillips for organising this.  
 
We have also had a couple of trips this week with a group of students visiting the National Space Centre in
Leicester and Cambridge University. Next week sees students in Years 9 & 11 set off to Cologne for a jam-
packed couple of days practising their German language skills.  You will be able to follow their adventures via
our Facebook page. 
 
Best wishes for a restful weekend.
 
 

Dawn White
Principal 

6th March 2026



The college has been celebrating World Book Day and National Year of Reading this week, with a range of different
activities on offer. Students started the day with World Book Day themed assemblies led by Dr Swannell. Year 7
students then had themed library lessons where we enjoyed reading our favourite books and entering World Book
Day competitions. 

On Thursday morning, selected Year 7 students came to the library for our ‘Breakfast and a Book’ event. This was in
support of the national "Magic Breakfast" initiative where children who are fed well at breakfast time, learn better.
The college provided pastries, fruit & hot chocolate to the students who used books from the library, to have a little
read to start their day! We chose to reward some of those students who have made a really positive start to their
library lessons in Year 7 and who continue to work really hard. 

Thursday lunchtime saw the return of our popular Reading Cafe, where students booked a table in the library to eat
their lunch and enjoy some reading. Tables were themed to different genres of books, so students could be
introduced to some new books around themes they enjoyed, and meet some new people with the same reading
interests!

On Friday, we held a World Book Day Quiz in the library where students competed in teams to win prizes of books
and a sweet treat!
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National Space Centre Trip

This week, selected Year 7 & 8 visited the National Space Centre in Leicester. Students attended a ‘This is
Rocket Science’ presentation, and watched a Planetarium show learning about constellations, stars,
galaxies and planets. This was an immersive Planetarium experience, where students journeyed together
through the Wonders of the Universe. They were guided around the current, seasonal, night-time sky
before venturing into space for a unique perspective of Earth and other more distant celestial objects.
Students then had the opportunity to walk round the Space Centre before leaving for the journey home.



Year 9 Visit Cambridge University

Yesterday a group of Year 9 students visited Downing College at the University of Cambridge. During the
morning, students had an introduction to universities, finding out about what subjects are available to
study, the different types of university and life as a student.
 
They then walked to the Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology where they took part in a ‘Museum of
Me‘ workshop, looking at the role of museums in society, how museums use objects to represent other
cultures, and how objects can construct and display identity.
 
After lunch on the college green in glorious weather, students went on a tour of Downing College Campus,
before having a Q&A with an Admissions Officer and current students.



Sporting Successes!

Congratulations to our newly formed Year 7 girls’ football team. They had their first match Monday night against
Stanground Academy and won 5-1! What a brilliant start to their season!
Mr Smith

Our sports leaders were excellent in the organisation of a hockey festival last week: setting up the pitches
and the score table and whilst umpiring and scoring the games. The primary school students played some
great hockey and despite the drizzle everyone had a fantastic time. Well done all!
Mrs Hunt



For our upcoming Oliver JR musical, we are looking for donations of old clothing items that could be used for
costumes. We would be very grateful for any of the following:

Shirts in white, brown, beige, dark blue, dark green, dark red or other dull striped colours or patterns
Trousers and shorts same colour palette as the shirts 
Waistcoats any colour 
Flat caps

Items can be in any size — all contributions are welcome! Please be aware that we will be adapting the items of
clothing so please don't donate anything that you would like returned to you.

A large collection box will be placed near College Reception, for you to drop off any items you'd like to donate.

Thank you so much for your support.

Best regards,
The Performing Arts Team

Donations Needed For Our 
Oliver JR Musical 



Useful Information

Dates for your diary:

30th June – Art Exhibition

Our fabulous Art Exhibition will showcase our students’
wonderful artistic achievements from this year.

We are pleased to announce that tickets are now on sale for our
upcoming production of Oliver JR. Tickets can be purchased via
ParentPay or directly through our reception.

Performances will be on Monday 23 , Tuesday 24  & Thursday 26
March. 

rd th th

Tickets: 
Adults: £10.00
Students/ Concessions: £6.50
Family Ticket (2 Adults/ 2 Children): £32.50

The production will begin at 7:00pm, with doors opening at 6:30pm.
Refreshments will be available before the show and during the interval.

7th July – Sports Awards
A celebration of sporting success at Sir Harry Smith this year,
with guest speaker Mark Saggers – former England hockey
player, talkSPORT presenter and BBC broadcaster. Mark has
interviewed some of the very best, including Muhammad Ali
and Tiger Woods, and is a wonderfully entertaining and
knowledgeable speaker. He has covered all of the major
sporting events worldwide including several World Cups,
International Cricket and won a Sony Award for his work on
the Grand National that never was.

8th July – Summer Concert

Our musicians will showcase their talent one final time
this year.
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Key Information

Term Dates

Contacting Us
Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first. 

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991. 

Social Media
Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.  


