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Dear Parent/Carer
Another week has flown by!

Last Friday | held my first Principal’s Reward Breakfast with a group of well-deserving students. This was a
great opportunity for students to meet with me to be congratulated on their efforts in school and also share
their views on various key topics, whilst enjoying pastries and hot chocolate (with cream and marshmallows, of
course!) This will be a fortnightly event, so | look forward to meeting many more students over the coming
weeks.

| am proud to report that our Year 7 girls’ football team won their first match, beating Stanground 5:1! Well
done girls! | would also like to say a huge thank you to Mark and the team at Chroma Sports who very kindly
donated the football kit to us. Our Sports Leaders have been busy this week too, running a Hockey Festival and
Circus Skills Festival for local primary school students.

Students have been taking part in the abundance of World Book Day celebrations that we have had on offer
this week, including the Year 7 event, ‘Breakfast and a Book’! Selected students enjoyed an hour with their
favourite books, while also devouring the various breakfast treats on offer. Thank you very much to Miss
Timms and Mrs Phillips for organising this.

We have also had a couple of trips this week with a group of students visiting the National Space Centre in
Leicester and Cambridge University. Next week sees students in Years 9 & 11 set off to Cologne for a jam-
packed couple of days practising their German language skills. You will be able to follow their adventures via

our Facebook page.

Best wishes for a restful weekend.

Dawn White
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World Book Day Celebrations

The college has been celebrating World Book Day and National Year of Reading this week, with a range of different
activities on offer. Students started the day with World Book Day themed assemblies led by Dr Swannell. Year 7
students then had themed library lessons where we enjoyed reading our favourite books and entering World Book
Day competitions.

On Thursday morning, selected Year 7 students came to the library for our ‘Breakfast and a Book’ event. This was in
support of the national "Magic Breakfast" initiative where children who are fed well at breakfast time, learn better.
The college provided pastries, fruit & hot chocolate to the students who used books from the library, to have a little
read to start their day! We chose to reward some of those students who have made a really positive start to their
library lessons in Year 7 and who continue to work really hard.

Thursday lunchtime saw the return of our popular Reading Cafe, where students booked a table in the library to eat
their lunch and enjoy some reading. Tables were themed to different genres of books, so students could be
introduced to some new books around themes they enjoyed, and meet some new people with the same reading
interests!

On Friday, we held a World Book Day Quiz in the library where students competed in teams to win prizes of books
and a sweet treat!
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National Space Centre Trip

This week, selected Year 7 & 8 visited the National Space Centre in Leicester. Students attended a ‘This is
Rocket Science’ presentation, and watched a Planetarium show learning about constellations, stars,
galaxies and planets. This was an immersive Planetarium experience, where students journeyed together
through the Wonders of the Universe. They were guided around the current, seasonal, night-time sky
before venturing into space for a unique perspective of Earth and other more distant celestial objects.
Students then had the opportunity to walk round the Space Centre before leaving for the journey home.
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Year 9 Visit Cambridge University

Yesterday a group of Year 9 students visited Downing College at the University of Cambridge. During the
morning, students had an introduction to universities, finding out about what subjects are available to
study, the different types of university and life as a student.

They then walked to the Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology where they took part in a ‘Museum of
Me‘ workshop, looking at the role of museums in society, how museums use objects to represent other

cultures, and how objects can construct and display identity.

After lunch on the college green in glorious weather, students went on a tour of Downing College Campus,
before having a Q&A with an Admissions Officer and current students.
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Sporting Successes!

Congratulations to our newly formed Year 7 girls’ football team. They had their first match Monday night against
Stanground Academy and won 5-1! What a brilliant start to their season!
Mr Smith

Our sports leaders were excellent in the organisation of a hockey festival last week: setting up the pitches
and the score table and whilst umpiring and scoring the games. The primary school students played some
great hockey and despite the drizzle everyone had a fantastic time. Well done all!

Mrs Hunt




Donations Needed For Our
Oliver JR Musical

For our upcoming Oliver JR musical, we are looking for donations of old clothing items that could be used for
costumes. We would be very grateful for any of the following:

o Shirts in white, brown, beige, dark blue, dark green, dark red or other dull striped colours or patterns
e Trousers and shorts same colour palette as the shirts

o Waistcoats any colour

Flat caps

Items can be in any size — all contributions are welcome! Please be aware that we will be adapting the items of
clothing so please don't donate anything that you would like returned to you.

A large collection box will be placed near College Reception, for you to drop off any items you'd like to donate.

Thank you so much for your support.

Sir Harry Smith Community
College Presents...

Best regards,

The Performing Arts Team

Monday 23™ Tuesday 24™ Thursday 26™
March 2026 March 2026 March 2026
7:00pm 7:00pm T:00pm

Book, Music and Lyrics by Lionel Bart




Useful Information
e

Dates for your diary:

We are pleased to announce that tickets are now on sale for our
Sir Harry Smith Community upcoming production of Oliver JR. Tickets can be purchased via
College P S . .
ParentPay or directly through our reception.

bk
P2

Performances will be on Monday 23, Tuesday 24" & Thursday 26"
March.

Tickets:
e Adults: £10.00
o Students/ Concessions: £6.50
o Family Ticket (2 Adults/ 2 Children): £32.50

The production will begin at 7:00pm, with doors opening at 6:30pm.
Book, Music and Lyries by Lionel Bart Refreshments will be available before the show and during the interval.

30th June — Art Exhibition

Our fabulous Art Exhibition will showcase our students’
wonderful artistic achievements from this year.

7th July — Sports Awards

A celebration of sporting success at Sir Harry Smith this year,
with guest speaker Mark Saggers — former England hockey
player, talkSPORT presenter and BBC broadcaster. Mark has
interviewed some of the very best, including Muhammad Ali
and Tiger Woods, and is a wonderfully entertaining and
knowledgeable speaker. He has covered all of the major
sporting events worldwide including several World Cups,
International Cricket and won a Sony Award for his work on
the Grand National that never was.

8th July — Summer Concert

Our musicians will showcase their talent one final time
this year.
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Whlttlesey Concert Band
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IN AID OF

MACMILLAN

CANCER SUPPORT &
2 Peterborough
S W Cancer Wellbeing Service
{; ./ Saturday 21st March 2026
Time: 5 - 6pm
Venue: Whittlesey Baptist Church,
Gracious Street, Whittlesey

: ": Refreshments: Tea and cake available after
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Useful Information

A Thei Notioral Callege, sur WokelpWedresd oy guides empovwer and equip panenls, conifs and educotors with the confidancs end proecticol skills ta ba able 15 have inlorimed ard oge -4 ppnopeiote
sanyereations with children about oriline solety, mental bealth and welibeing, and climote chongs, Formerty delivered by Hotional Gnline Safety, these guides now address wider topice ond themes:

\What{ParentsidlEducatorsiNeed|tolknowlabout;
* AI=GENERATED VIDEOS

Al-generated videos are increasingly difficult to spot and easy to shore, From foke news clips to deepfake
abuse, children and young people foce new risks every doy online. These videos con imitate real peopla,
spread false narratives or even generate Farmiful content from scratch. th:hr:tum:lin-g these dqn-g'rs 5]

crucial for schools and families who want to protect children in a fast-evolving digital world,

DEEPFAKE ABUSE 4
CONTENT RECTOR

Sheckingly, artiliciol intelligencs s now baing
sxploited ta create child sexucl abuss materdal
(C=aM). Those synthetic Imoges and videos are
a lorm ol digital abuse, slten generabed by
rranipulating real children's photos, inchuding
ones shored innocently online. Womyingly, the
Intemat Wetch Foundation (IWF] has identified a
sharp riss in this disturbing trend, Whether recl
or Al-generated, this content couses lasting
treuma - ard ils creation of posseasian rMemoing
L @ erirnirial offence under UK law,

» .
BLURRED REALITY

Roegular exposare 1o fake contant con

arads a childs trust in real-werld eidence, If
everything con be taked, they may begin fo
‘quastion genuing videos - including octual
abuse o injustics, This i knewn ai the Bar's
dividend’, whare reol harm is dismissed as fake
news. It can discouroge victims from coming
Tarwnrd or speaking up.
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USED FOR BULLYING 77

Despioke technology is olready being

used by peers to oreate embarrassing or

anplicit elipd of eleiamoted, Thase videc con ba
edited to appear as though o child said or did
soamvthing they never did Once shored, they are
alreat img b b dalata P ¥
Bl-generated bullying adds o new kayer of harm
that is deeply personal and ditficult to prove.
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dvice for Parents & Educators

TEACH HOW IT WORKS

Expdalm to childnen thot wideos oon be faked — and show Eham how.
DearrorEtroting dide - by-dide exempled of real v Al-genarated chips
helps ta build aworeness. Discuss how faces, vweices ond sven movements
oon b cophed by mochines. Understanding the technedogy reduces fear and
Builds candidenca in navigating digitel centent salaly.

W h

T wef W
ENCOURAGE CRITICAL QUESTIONS

Ml childnen quasticn what Ty wetch, Wha made this® Why was i made?

Is it trying to persuade me? These hobits encourage digitol thinking, especially
wiven videnos seerm too shocking of conveniant. Beinforce thot not everything shored
By Irigndi or nfluencers ik b, #aen B it IGake cenvinging ot lires, and thet the injtéal
approach shoauld aleays be one of speculation.

Meet Qur Expert

Brendan O'Kestfs s o heodiesacher ond digital sducation consultant
with ower o decode of experience in educotion. As Director of Digital
Siralegy sorass multiple seheals and an edviser 1o The Notiena
College, he specialises in digital soiety, PREVENT, and pastoral cars

X @wake_up_weds

EMOTIONAL w3
MANIPULATION ()
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Al-ganaroted videos con be ued 1o prowske
strong ematicns, inchiding fear, anger ce guilt
Falss footoge of arying ohildren, njured andmals
of burming buldings rmay be creted gunely far
clicks, danations ar palitical influsnce, Chikdren
miay bl upset or poweriess, unawore thot whot
ey mre watching has been diginolly invented ta
manipulate their reaction,
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DISINFORMATION

&l-generated videos can sprecd

fake nows, molking It arder for children

o anparats bact fram flictian. Palis clips mey
inciude deeplake interviess, hoas disasters or
Fabricabed haeolth oloimds. Al is orendy Daing
uiwd 16 produce mikksading or pariuaaive
material that appears suthentic. If they don't
dovalop media literacy, childnen may ocopt
Talea cantam aa iruth.

IMPERSONATION
AND SCAMS |

With just o few photos or voloe olips, &l teols can
imibate iofmeone's oppecrancs o spasch, This
makes it sasier for scommeers or bullies to create
fake videos of children, teochers or colebrities.
Thek imparionations can ba used fer lroud,
hargssment or huemdiation - and can spread
guickly throwgh soclal redia or group chats,
dus ta e viral patanticl of vides, in panicular,
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TALK. ABOUT TRUST
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-
Blwoys beep lines of commanication open. IF o child seps something
upseiting or unbselievable, they should feel sole discussing it without
judgament, Craate an anvirenment shece they know they will not get in traukle for
asking questions. This alse helps you step in quicidy if harmihal content hos been
shared; trust is vitol ond raeds B Be nununed.

STRENGTHEN PRIVACY SETTINGS

Achvise children ot to shore voloe notes, selfies or personal videos on

pulblie platdorme. Al tock aftan scrope content frem social media ta

create deeplakes. Use privacy controls tolimit who con ses thedsr content and
tum off foclol recognition where possiole. Fower public images means fower
appertunities lor mikuse
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Key Information

Term Dates

SPRING TERM 2026

START OF TERM Monday 5th January 2026
Professional Day (college closed to students) Friday 13th February 2026
Half Term Monday 16th to Friday 20th February 2026
Last Day of Term Friday 27th March 2026

SUMMER TERM 2026
START OF TERM Meonday 13th April 2026
May Day Bank Holiday (college closed) Monday 4th May 2026
Half Term Monday 25th to Friday 29th May 2026
Last Day of Term Friday 17th July 2026
Professional Day (college closed to students) Monday 20th July 2026

Contacting Us

Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first.

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991.

Social Media

Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.




