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Aspiration and achievement for all

Dear Parent/Carer,
 
I hope that you all enjoyed the Bank Holiday weekend and the 4-day week this week! The Summer exam
season is now underway for those students in Years 11 and 13. I would like to take this opportunity to wish
them all the very best of luck and encourage them to take advantage of all the revision opportunities provided
by the college to support them over the coming weeks. Information will be sent to parents/carers of students
in Year 11 on the 15  May with an update on leaving dates and leavers’ celebrations. th

 
Listening to staff and student voice, alongside recommendations from external support, we are changing the
way that students in Years 7-10 queue to access food at lunch time from Monday 11  May in order to
streamline our processes. The new approach will allow a more staggered approach and eliminate
overcrowding in corridor areas. Please be assured, we are not directing where students sit to eat their food,
but simply changing the way in which they enter the canteen rather than forming a line.

th

 
Step 1 – students will start to queue for food at the top entrance to the red hall where they will be
directed by a member of staff to an available seat.
Step 2 – Each table contains 12 seats and when the member of staff is ready, they will direct those 12
students to enter the canteen to get their food. This process will repeat itself until all tables have entered. 
Step 3 – Students will exit the canteen & then sit as usual in available seats to eat lunch with friends.

 
There will be available tables/seats as usual for those who have packed lunch. These new processes do not
apply to Year 11 or students in Sixth Form. They are to enter the canteen in the ‘traditional’ fashion. Students
will need to follow staff instruction to support both the safety and wellbeing of other students, alongside our
catering staff and, as is currently the case, they will be responsible for the removal of any rubbish in the
canteen. This means placing rubbish in the provided bins and respecting their environment.

Last week our students who access the Supportive Skills Department (SSD) were invited to take part in our
very first SEND Sports Fun Day. They were incredibly lucky with the weather and had a fantastic day taking
part in a wide range of activities. Today, we have a large group of our Year 9 students enjoying a visit to
Imperial War Museum Duxford and we look forward to sharing further information on this with you in next
week’s newsletter. Next week sees selected Year 8 students visit the Titanic exhibition at the NEC in
Birmingham and the training day for those students who have signed up to the Duke of Edinburgh Award.

With best wishes for the weekend.
 

Dawn White
Principal 

8  May 2026th



As the school continues to grow in student numbers, our corridors and shared spaces are becoming increasingly
busy at key transition times. In order to create a safer, calmer and more positive learning environment, we are
asking our Year 9 students to line up in an orderly manner with their teachers after lunch before entering their
Period 5 lessons.

This approach is intended to help reduce congestion, particularly in some of our narrower corridors, while ensuring
that all students feel safe, calm and ready to learn. It will be rolled out across all year groups in due course. 

We greatly appreciate your support and understanding in helping us maintain a positive environment for all
students.

A Positive Environment for our Students 



To all of our Year 11 and 13 students,

This week marks the beginning of your GCSE and A level examinations — the culmination of years of hard work,
determination, and resilience. We know how much effort you have put in to reach this point, and we could not be
prouder of you.

Remember to believe in yourselves, stay focused, and give each exam your very best. Success is not only about
results, but about the commitment, courage, and perseverance you have shown throughout your journey.

Take a deep breath, stay positive, and trust in the preparation you have done.

Good luck to every one of you — all the staff at Sir Harry Smith Community College are behind you and wishing you
every success.

You’ve got this!

Mr Smith.

Year 11 Exam Season



Practical GCSE examinations are now all completed - well done to all of those students who have sat these! Written
examinations are well under way - please find below a copy of the exam timetable, for your reference. 

Mrs Reed.

Year 11 Exam Season



Education Tute Online Revision

GCSE Revision Live is back.

Free revision sessions on YouTube the evening before each GCSE exam - with focused teaching, a short Q&A, and
live support from a qualified teacher throughout.

We know the night before can be stressful, so this is designed to help students feel calmer, more prepared, and
ready to go into each exam with confidence.

Everything is accessed through the poster - students just scan the QR code to find their session. No sign-up, no
accounts, just straight in.

Mr Thornton.



Our college journalists meet every Wednesday lunchtime in the library to write articles on school life,
wider world news stories and topics of their choice. The Journalism Club is something the library is keen to
grow over the coming term and into September. 

This week, Year 7 students, Emily & Olivia have contributed an article celebrating the 100  birthday of Sir
David Attenborough: 

th

On Friday 8  May, Sir David Attenborough celebrates his 100  birthday. He is one of our most important
naturalists and documentary makers and has been working in television since 1954! When researching
this article, we learned that David feels the secret to his long life is small healthy meals, regular walks
and skipping up the stairs! 

th th

David is not strictly vegetarian, but doesn’t eat a lot of red meat because he worries about the
environment. This is no surprise as David has campaigned for climate change and has made several
documentaries about ways to take care of our planet. 

David obviously loves animals and he has been part of many amazing discoveries. Let’s take a look:

He was the first to get camera footage of the Dumbo Octopus
He discovered a prehistoric plesiosaur, which was named the Attenborosaurus - the fossil was 47
million years old!
In 2015 he broke the world record for deepest dive on the Great Barrier Reef - over 1000ft in a
submersible
Over 50 plants have been named after him!
Many species now carry Attenborough in their name, including butterflies, frogs and even an
echidna! 

Happy birthday Sir David Attenborough! We are proud to have one of our houses at SHSCC named after
such an inspirational figure. 

Student Journalists: Happy Birthday 
Sir David Attenborough!



Students who access the Supportive Skills Department (SSD) were invited to take part in our very first
SEND Sports Fun Day, a fantastic opportunity that brought together teamwork, resilience and, most
importantly, fun.

Throughout the day, students engaged in a wide range of activities, including team-building challenges,
competitive games and inclusive physical activities designed to ensure that every student could participate
and succeed. They enjoyed a mix of traditional Sports Day events alongside exciting Commando Joe-style
activities, which encouraged collaboration, problem-solving and perseverance.

In addition, students took part in games such as rounders and an engaging escape room-style brain teaser,
which provided a brilliant balance of physical activity and cognitive challenge. The day was rounded off
with a lively Just Dance session, where students could celebrate their achievements together in a fun and
energetic way.

A special thank you must go to Miss Hunter for leading the SSD Sports Fun Day so successfully. Her
organisation ensured that all activities were carefully planned and prepared, and that both staff and
students were supported throughout the day, with everyone in the right place at the right time.

It was a truly memorable day, full of achievement, smiles and inclusive success and we look forward to
making this an annual event.

Mrs Light-Rudland

Supportive Skills SEND Sports Fun Day



Global Dance Open Championships

The college is so proud of Aaliyah and Lola from Year 7 who have qualified to represent Team England in
the Global Dance Open Championships in Spain and will represent Team England/GB for their duet. 

This is an amazing opportunity and the result of lots of hardwork! We know you will join us in wishing the
girls every success in the competition.



Student Sporting Success

Congratulations to Alfie in Year 10 for his commitment to rugby. He has been the Captain of the Under 15s
team at Peterborough Rugby Club since Jan 1st 2026. He was selected to play for the county on the Hunts
and Peterborough team and played in all 3 matches against different teams from Northamptonshire.

Alfie is also a qualified Contact and Tag Under 13's coach, he has completed Lineout and Scrummaging
courses with the RFU and currently is completing his refereeing qualification and refereed his first official
match at the weekend for the Under 12's PRUFC team against Leicester Lions.

Well done Alfie; this is a fantastic achievement!
 



Useful Information



Useful Information



Key Information

Term Dates

Contacting Us
Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first. 

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991. 

Social Media
Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.  
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