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Aspiration and achievement for all

Dear Parent/Carer,
 
What glorious weather to end this half-term on and move into the half-term break! 
 
Students this afternoon have spent time with their new form tutor and fellow tutor group students getting to
know one another in preparation for the return after half term. Within this week’s newsletter, you will see
welcomes from Mr Rothery and Mr Tymon, our Pastoral Leads and Miss Izatt and Miss Jones, our Heads of
Year, introducing themselves and their roles.  After the half-term break, students will have an assembly with
their new Head of Year.
 
I am excited to report that some of our students have had local sporting success in football with the Y7
Whittlesey U12 Blues and Y10 Whittlesey U15 Blacks both winning the double!  Congratulations to them all,
this is an excellent achievement!
 
We have been extremely fortunate to receive a generous donation of first aid equipment form
Cambridgeshire County Council, including training defibs and CPR mannequins. Mrs Gosling, our First Aider,
will be running First Aid training sessions as an after school club for those students interested in learning
these life-saving skills.  If your child would be interested in taking part in this, please ask them to put their
name down with her.  
 
Year 11 students have now commenced their study leave for the remainder of the exam period. I am proud of
the hard work and commitment that they and our Year 13 students are displaying at this important time.
Students in Years 10 and 12 will shortly be receiving their mock exam timetables in preparation for their
summer mock exam period. We are excited that Year 12 students, for the first time at the college, will be
embarking on work experience once we return after half-term.
 
I would like to wish you all a relaxing half-term break. Enjoy the amazing weather that is forecast! I look
forward to seeing students back in school on Monday 1  June.st

Best wishes,

Dawn White
Principal 

22nd May 2026



Mr A Rothery - Pastoral Lead for Year 7, 8 & 11
Hi, I’m Mr Rothery and some of you will know me as the current head of Curie house. I will be stepping into one of
the Pastoral Lead roles as part of the new pastoral structure. I have been working at Sir Harry Smith now as a Head
of Year/House for around nine years and I am excited for the next step. My role will be overseeing Years 7, 8 and 11.
I am looking forward to supporting them to achieve their very best and to keep providing them with as many
opportunities to thrive as possible. 

School is a rollercoaster, and we will be here to support and guide them along the way. I look forward to working
with you to support them with enjoying this journey whilst also making it a successful one.
 

Mr F Tymon - Pastoral Lead for Year 9 & 10

I would like to introduce myself to you all. I am Mr Tymon and currently the Acting Head of Shakespeare. 

I am delighted to be taking on the role of Pastoral Lead, responsible for Years 9 and 10 as we move into the summer
term and next academic year. I am passionate about supporting students to achieve success both inside and outside
the classroom, and I look forward to working closely with students, families, and staff to ensure every student feels
supported, valued, and encouraged to achieve their very best.

 
 

Introducing Our New Pastoral Team



Miss Jones - Head of Year 7 (Temporary Head of Year 10)
I am pleased to introduce myself as the new Head of Year for our current Year 7 students as they move into Year 8. I
will also be taking on the role of temporary Head of Year for the current Year 10 as they move into Year 11. I feel
excited to step into this position, and I am excited to help our students as they grow, learn, and take on new
challenges.
 
In these roles, I will be working closely with colleagues to help students feel understood and equipped to succeed by
monitoring the progress and development of students within the year group. As a Head of Year, I will take the lead
in identifying students who would benefit from additional support with regard to attendance, achievement, or
behaviour, and we work together to ensure the right interventions are put in place. Through the Pastoral Hub, we
aim to provide consistency for all.
 
Our work is aligned with the school’s wider aims and plans and together, we are committed to creating a positive,
inclusive place where all students can feel a strong sense of belonging.
 
Thank you in advance for your support. I look forward to a successful year ahead.

Miss Izatt - Head of Year 8 (Temporary Head of Year 9)

My name is Miss Izatt and I would like to introduce myself to you as the Head of Year for the current Year 8s (moving
to Year 9 in September) and as Temporary Head of Year for current Year 9s (moving to Year 10 in September). I am
very motivated in making sure that attendance is outstanding, and attitudes to learning are positive to ensure that
all students can meet their full potential. With the upcoming Year 10s, it will be the start of their GCSE year so
support and advice will be key for them.
 
I look forward to working with both year groups, supporting, as well as monitoring the standards of progress,
attendance, punctuality, behaviour and welfare within their year groups, regularly communicating with you as
parents and carers. My work will also include liaising with staff across the college to make sure that every child has
access to the curriculum and ensuring that they are making progress.
 
I look forward to supporting and guiding the students within my year groups.

Introducing Our New Pastoral Team



On Wednesday 20  May, 60 Year 9s were selected to take part in a special virtual reality session, delivered by
representatives from the Holocaust Educational Trust. Using the latest virtual reality technology, students learned
about the story of Holocaust survivor Manfred Goldberg and his experience of life in Germany as a young Jewish
boy, before the deportation of him and his family to Stutthof concentration camp, where his brother was murdered.
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Although Manfred died last year, students were able to listen to his words while being virtually transported to
locations throughout his life, such as the street where he grew up, Stutthof concentration camp, and eventually his
living room, filled with photographs and memories of his life and his family. Students were able to use the latest
technology to ask questions to an avatar of Manfred, who recorded thousands of responses to questions before he
died, allowing his testimony to live on beyond his life.

Overall, students and staff alike found the experience extremely powerful and moving. 
Mr Tomlin would like to thank Donna and Laurie from the Holocaust Educational 
Trust for giving up their time to give our students such a valuable experience.

The History Dept.

Testimony 360: Holocaust Educational Trust



On Thursday 21  March, selected Year 10 students visited Cambridge Union Debate Hall to listen to a poetry reading
and Q&A with Scottish Poet Jackie Kay. From 2016 to 2021, Jackie Kay was the Makar, the poet laureate of Scotland.
Jackie Kay is known for her works Other Lovers, Trumpet and Red Dust Road, some of which she read from to the
students. 
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The Debating Hall itself was an amazing building for students to visit. Founded in 1815, it has welcomed speakers
such as Winston Churchill, Sir Ian McKellan, Stephen Hawking, Theodore Roosevelt and The Dalai Lama. It was a
privilege to attend an event there.

The event was organised by Cambridge University's Trinity College as part of the Cambridge Literary Festival. It was
inspired by The Litmus School Writing Project - which opens up different themes to students. Jackie read from her
newest book May Day, which casts an eye over several decades of political activism and re-instates the unique role
that poetry can play in answering some important questions. All students received a free signed copy of one of
Jackie's books.

Cambridge Literary Festival 



The college would like to extend a huge thank you to Cambridgeshire County Council for their incredibly generous
donation of medical training supplies.

The donation included choke vests, Resusci Annies, practice defibrillators, bandages, and realistic fake wounds, all of
which will make a significant difference to the opportunities we can offer our students.

These resources will be used to help launch a new series of certificated first aid courses and enrichment clubs, giving
students the chance to develop valuable practical skills and confidence in emergency first aid situations. The
equipment will allow students to take part in realistic, hands-on training and gain experience using professional-
standard resources.

This support will have a lasting impact on our school community and help equip students with important life-saving
skills for the future. We are extremely grateful for the generosity and community spirit shown by Cambridgeshire
County Council.

Any student that would be interested achieving this certificate should email: JGosling@sirharrysmith.com

Thank You to Cambridgeshire County Council 



We are proud to offer British Sign Language (BSL) sessions through our Supportive Skills Department, providing
pupils with a valuable opportunity to develop both their communication skills and their understanding of inclusion.
Through these lessons, students are learning how to communicate using key signs, greetings and everyday phrases.
This not only builds a practical new skill, but also helps them to appreciate different ways of communicating and the
importance of making interactions accessible for everyone.

The impact of the sessions has been extremely positive. Students have shown growing confidence in using BSL, both
within lessons and when interacting with others around the school. Many have demonstrated increased self-
assurance when performing signs, and a real sense of pride in acquiring a new language.

Importantly, these lessons are also fostering empathy and awareness. Pupils are developing a deeper understanding
of how small adjustments can make a big difference in helping others to feel included, valued and able to
communicate effectively.

We are delighted with the enthusiasm shown by students so far and look forward to continuing to develop this offer,
giving more pupils the opportunity to gain this meaningful and lifelong skill.

Mrs Hunter.

British Sign Language (BSL) 
in the Supportive Skills Department



The DT Department would like to share some great design practice from both Year 10 and Year 12 pupils.
 
Year 10 have been working hard on designing, developing and manufacturing their steel and wooden bottle openers. 
 
Bea C in Year 12 has also designed and manufactured a really nice Charles Rennie Makintosh inspired Bluetooth
speaker. 

Well done to all our tech students!

Mr Wales.

Pride in Work: Design Technology



Our sports leaders were once again fabulous at our Year 3 and 4 boys’ Primary Football Festival. 

There is lots to do before the festival even starts; checking the goals are safe, creating 3 equal sized pitches, setting
out the score table and practicing using the whistle ready for clear refereeing decisions. During the event their skills
are used to warm up the teams and then referee and score the games or time and record the scores on the score
table. All amazing skills that can be used outside of sport. 

Well done to you all, we couldn't run these events without you. 

The winning primary school team today was Coates. 

Mrs Hunt.

Primary Football Festival



Whittlesey Juniors U12 Blue capped off an incredible season by winning the Hunts Youth League U12 Cup Final after
an incredible penalty shootout victory and have been crowned league champions, completing an impressive league
and cup double this season.
 
The team won 19 of their 25 matches, scoring a remarkable 96 goals across the season, underlining what has been a
fantastic campaign from start to finish.
 
Congratulations to our Year 7s Harry, Isaac, Jacob, Jonah, Ollie, Zac, Zach, and all of their teammates on an
outstanding achievement and a season to remember.
 

Whittlesey Juniors U12 Blue 
Complete the Double!



Congratulations to Whittlesey Juniors U15 Black on another big win! They won their league undefeated with three
games still to be played with 17 points clear! 

They then qualified for the cup and went on to play Sandy in the final, winning 3-0 on the 22nd April. 

 
Congratulations to our Year 10s: Alfie C, Jack S, Finley P, Thomas H, Harry W, Presley D, Jacob G, Jacko K, Ripley N,
Jaiden R, Zach S, and all their teammates on a fantastic season!

 

Whittlesey Juniors U15 Black
Complete the Double As Well!



On the 16th May, Lola and Libby in Year 9, part of "The Sassy Steppers", took on the MoonWalk Challenge, walking
15.1 miles through the streets of London in the middle of the night. 

They raised £980 for breast cancer charities based here in the UK. 

The MoonWalk London is a significant event in the fight against breast cancer, with participants donning neon fancy
dress to raise awareness and funds for cancer causes. The event has been a staple of the Walk the Walk charity,
which has raised over £143 million for breast cancer prevention, research, and support. 

Well done girls - we are really proud of you!

Student Success: Moonwalk Challenge

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=270bf9157cf6ed0748417cd2dda813fea261c5fd1289666d43914ee0df2c249aJmltdHM9MTc3OTQwODAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0f49595d-2687-6497-007b-4ca2274c654f&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93YWxrdGhld2Fsay5vcmcvY2hhbGxlbmdlcy90aGUtbW9vbndhbGstbG9uZG9uLw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=270bf9157cf6ed0748417cd2dda813fea261c5fd1289666d43914ee0df2c249aJmltdHM9MTc3OTQwODAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0f49595d-2687-6497-007b-4ca2274c654f&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93YWxrdGhld2Fsay5vcmcvY2hhbGxlbmdlcy90aGUtbW9vbndhbGstbG9uZG9uLw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=270bf9157cf6ed0748417cd2dda813fea261c5fd1289666d43914ee0df2c249aJmltdHM9MTc3OTQwODAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0f49595d-2687-6497-007b-4ca2274c654f&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93YWxrdGhld2Fsay5vcmcvY2hhbGxlbmdlcy90aGUtbW9vbndhbGstbG9uZG9uLw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=270bf9157cf6ed0748417cd2dda813fea261c5fd1289666d43914ee0df2c249aJmltdHM9MTc3OTQwODAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0f49595d-2687-6497-007b-4ca2274c654f&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93YWxrdGhld2Fsay5vcmcvY2hhbGxlbmdlcy90aGUtbW9vbndhbGstbG9uZG9uLw&ntb=1


Congratulations to Elliott on completing the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award through cadets.

Elliott completed his volunteering with the Royal Anglia Regiment Museum at Duxford. He helps on the stall at the
airshows - talking about all the artefacts. He was there again for the airshow on 9th May 2026, so he has carried on
his volunteering.

Well done Elliott - we are really proud of you!

Student Success: Duke of Edinburgh



Written examinations are well under way - please find below a copy of the exam timetable, for your reference. 

Mrs Reed.

Year 11 Exam Season



A-level examinations have begun this week - please find below a copy of the exam timetable, for your reference. 

Mrs Reed.

Year 13 Exam Season



Useful Information

To celebrate the 100  birthday of Sir David Attenborough on 8
May, the Social Science department ran a competition to come up
with an idea for a documentary. Congratulations to our winner
Misha S who has won an Amazon voucher for coming up with a
fabulous idea for a documentary about the Artemis 2 mission. Our
runners up were Sienna F, Addison G and Katie L, who had a very
creative idea for a documentary titled "Ex-School, New Mall." They
have won some sweets. 
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The competition was judged by Head Boy and Head Girl, who were
impressed with the creativity of our students! 

7th July – Sports Awards
A celebration of sporting success at Sir Harry Smith this year,
with guest speaker Mark Saggers – former England hockey
player, talkSPORT presenter and BBC broadcaster. Mark has
interviewed some of the very best, including Muhammad Ali
and Tiger Woods, and is a wonderfully entertaining and
knowledgeable speaker. He has covered all of the major
sporting events worldwide including several World Cups,
International Cricket and won a Sony Award for his work on
the Grand National that never was.

8th July – Summer Music Evening, 7.00pm

Our musicians will showcase their talent one final time
this year. Tickets are available on ParentPay: Adults -
£5.50, Concessions £3.50

Just a reminder, we return to college after
half term on Monday 1  June. st



Useful Information



Key Information

Term Dates

Contacting Us
Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first. 

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991. 

Social Media
Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.  
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