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Aspiration and achievement for all

Dear Parent/Carer,
 
I hope that you all enjoyed the glorious weather over the half-term break. What a change it has been this
week though!
 
Year 9 students have, this week, received their options choices ready for when they return in Year 10 in
September. This was sent via email to students and parents and is also available to view on Edulink. 
 
Students in Years 7 and 8 received a visit from BAE Systems, who provide some of the world’s most advanced,
technology-led defence, aerospace and security solutions. This was a fascinating session where students
discovered how the materials around them connect to cutting-edge technologies in aerospace, engineering
and beyond.
 
We appreciate that there may be times that your child forgets to bring their tie to school or misplaces it. In
this circumstance, we do have spare ties available from reception for your child to borrow. In return for
borrowing a tie, your child will be expected to leave a personal effect at reception which will be given back to
them upon return of the tie.  If for any reason your child does not return the tie that they have borrowed, you
will be issued with a bill for the tie (£9.50). Financial support is available for those meeting the criteria.
Further information relating to this can be obtained from your child’s Head of Year. If your child currently has
a tie that they have borrowed from the college and have not returned, please can you ensure that they do so
as soon as possible.
 
As mentioned in previous newsletters, there has been an increasing number of vehicles coming on to the
school site at the start and end of the school day. This is making our school site dangerous and at times has
meant that the school buses cannot get parked or even onsite! I must reinforce that unless you have a parking
permit issued by the college or are accessing the college’s disabled parking bays with a valid badge, parents
and carers are not permitted to come on to the school site at the start and end of the school day. Please help
us in keeping our school site as safe as possible for students and staff.
 
Fingers crossed that the sunny weather returns soon.  Have a relaxing weekend.
 
Best wishes

Dawn White
Principal 

5  June 2026th



Students were excited to receive information this week about the Material World Education Roadshow 2026, an
engaging STEM programme designed to bring science and engineering to life.

The roadshow features a range of hands-on activities, including creating bioplastics, investigating smart materials,
exploring non-Newtonian fluids and testing waterproof fabrics. These practical challenges help students understand
how materials are designed and used in everyday life.

The programme also highlights a variety of careers in science and engineering, encouraging students to consider
future opportunities in industries such as aerospace, manufacturing, sustainability and healthcare.

We look forward to seeing our students develop their curiosity, creativity and problem-solving skills through this
exciting STEM initiative.

Mr Holland.

Discovering the Material World: 
STEM Workshop



A big congratulations to Elsa P and Emily G in Year 7 who are having their short stories published.

Elsa and Emily wrote stories for a competition on National Storytelling Week. The pair participated in a live
storytelling workshop and wrote their tales for the National Literacy Trust. 

The competition proved so popular with schools all over the country that the deadline for entries was extended, so
they both deserve a huge congratulations for getting their stories into print. 

We are very proud of them both and hope that this will be the beginning of two fabulous literary careers! 

You will be able to read 'The Other Island' by Elsa P and 'Kylie's Dream' by Emily G as soon as the collection is
printed. There will be a copy in the library. 

Dr. Swannell

National Storytelling Week Competition 



A few weeks ago, I had the exciting opportunity to exhibit my artwork in London after being invited by BIC. It was a
fantastic experience and a real honour to be the youngest artist displaying work in the gallery.

During the event, I met many talented and well-known artists from across the creative industry. One of the
highlights was meeting an artist whom I had recently featured on my own artist page. To make the experience even
more memorable, they now follow me on Instagram!

The exhibition provided a valuable opportunity to share my work with a wider audience, learn from experienced
artists, and gain inspiration from the incredible range of artwork on display. It was an unforgettable experience that
has motivated me to continue developing my artistic skills and pursuing new creative opportunities.

I am very grateful to BIC for inviting me and giving me the chance to be part of such a special event.

Lucas G-H - Year 12

Young Artist Showcases Work in London



We would like to share some amazing work from our Year 7 and 8 students in our library lessons. Students have been
working really hard through their Bronze, Silver & Gold library booklets, and on a media project about the sinking of
the Titanic. 

Well done everyone!

Miss Timms.

Pride in Work: Library Lessons



Recent government consultation asks whether the UK should follow in Australia's footsteps by making it illegal for
under-16s to have access to many social media sites. in light of this, there are new guidelines on TikTok and
Instagram for teen accounts, which we have displayed below for your information.

CP Team. 

New Social Media Rules For Teens



Congratulations to Bentley on an excellent performance at the Eastern Counties Championships on Saturday.

Competing against a strong field of 13 of the region’s top athletes, Bentley finished an impressive 4th place in the
1500m event. He also achieved a new personal best time of 4:44.93, a fantastic achievement at such a high-level
competition.

Adding to his recent success, Bentley has been selected to represent his county at the County Schools Athletics
Championships on 13 June. He will also be competing at Loughborough next week as he continues his busy athletics
season.

We wish Bentley the very best in his upcoming events and look forward to hearing more about his progress.

Student Success: Bentley Shines at the
Eastern Counties Championships



Written examinations are well under way - please find below a copy of the exam timetable, for your reference. 

Mrs Reed.

Year 11 Exam Season



A-level examinations have begun this week - please find below a copy of the exam timetable, for your reference. 

Mrs Reed.

Year 13 Exam Season



Useful Information

7th July – Sports Awards
A celebration of sporting success at Sir Harry Smith this year,
with guest speaker Mark Saggers – former England hockey
player, talkSPORT presenter and BBC broadcaster. Mark has
interviewed some of the very best, including Muhammad Ali
and Tiger Woods, and is a wonderfully entertaining and
knowledgeable speaker. He has covered all of the major
sporting events worldwide including several World Cups,
International Cricket and won a Sony Award for his work on
the Grand National that never was.

8th July – Summer Music Evening, 7.00pm

Our musicians will showcase their talent one final time
this year. Tickets are available on ParentPay: Adults -
£5.50, Concessions £3.50

Friday 26  June - Saturday 27  June – Somme Tripth th

Those Year 10 students who are attending the Somme
Battlefields Trip should pay close attention to the itinerary
on the letter sent home. Please arrive at college promptly
for 3.10am. 



Useful Information



Key Information

Term Dates

Contacting Us
Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first. 

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991. 

Social Media
Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.  
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