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Aspiration and achievement for all

Dear Parent/Carer,
  
Inside this week’s newsletter you will find details of a survey from Dame Rachel de Souza, the Children’s
Commissioner, entitled the Big Future.  The Big Future survey is open to everyone aged 0-18 in England. It asks
children about childhood today - about the things that worry them, the things they love, the ways they have fun,
and the changes they want for a better future. This is a valuable opportunity for students to have their voices
heard so I would encourage you to complete this with your child.
 
Next Friday, 19  June, a group of our Year 12 BTEC Sports students have organised a non-uniform day in aid of
Macmillan.  Students can attend school on this day in non-uniform in return for a £1 donation. Please may I
remind you that students should attend in appropriate clothing for a school setting otherwise parents and carers
will be contacted to bring alternative clothing into school.  If your child has PE on this day, they will still be
required to bring their PE kit with them.   Students may also wish to bring some extra money with them next
week as there will be a penalty shoot-out event on the Friday and during form time, from Monday, there will be
the opportunity for students to guess the number of sweets in a jar with the closest guess winning the sweets.

th

 
The exam season for students in Years 11 and 13 will be drawing to a close next week. I am very proud of the
commitment they have demonstrated to their exams.  We look forward to celebrating the end of Year 11s
secondary education with them at their leavers assembly on Wednesday 24  June.  The mock exam period for
students in Years 10 and 12 will also commence next week. Exam pencil cases, filled with the essential items
needed are available to purchase on ParentPay. Good luck to all students involved in the mock exam period. 

th

 
Best wishes for a relaxing weekend.

Best wishes

Dawn White
Principal 

12th June 2026



Earlier this month, I launched The Big Future - my final national survey as Children’s Commissioner. 

In the five years since my first survey of England’s children, the landscape of childhood has changed rapidly. Mental
health referrals have increased by around half a million, more children are spending long periods of time online, and
a growing number require additional support at school. How the government responds to those changes will shape
what it’s like to grow up in England for years to come.

Listening once is never enough. This will be my third and final major survey of children. Speaking to children, asking
them what they want, and acting on it, has been the approach I want to be the hallmark of my time as Children’s
Commissioner.

There is a growing sense – in Westminster, in the media, and our wider national mood – that something is going
wrong with childhood. Older generations believe the young are worse off than they were, and this belief is starting
to trickle down the age range: childhood is not what it once was.

This is unsurprising, in some ways. This generation of children is on the brink of adulthood, having witnessed huge
change: from the impact of the pandemic, to rising crime in their communities, to the new dominance of AI and
tech. These are things that are shaping children’s lives now – not just things to worry about in the future.

Childhood is changing – but we are struggling to express how, why, or exactly how we feel about it. We are finding it
even harder to respond. And throughout all this change, decision makers are failing to listen to them. When their
schools closed, they were not consulted. We reopened pubs before we reopened schools.

When they told us about the dangerous things they were seeing online, we were too slow to act. More children
spend more time online than ever, seeing worse content. They have told us how to make their homes and
communities safer – yet one million still live in destitution, after years of consistently rising child poverty.

But we know how to improve things. When we listen to children about the new and emerging challenges in their
lives: the things that worry them, the things they love, the ways they have fun, and the changes they want for a
better future.

I will be working relentlessly to listen to children and young people, especially those who are often the hardest to
reach, before the survey closes on October 23rd. Ambitious? Yes. But children deserve nothing less than the soaring
heights of our ambition.
 
Dame Rachel de Souza, Children's Commissioner. 

The Big Future - From the Children’s
Commissioner

https://childrenscommissioner.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16993ca94a1f1469c8830a765&id=112fab9ed6&e=adec8f6268
https://childrenscommissioner.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16993ca94a1f1469c8830a765&id=b74afca704&e=adec8f6268


SHSCC was pleased to welcome local MP Steve Barclay to the college on Friday. He spoke to 6  Form students about
politics and current affairs and took lots of questions from them.

th

Steve Barclay MP Visit to Sixth Form



Every day, our staff inspire students to aim higher, work harder, and believe in their own potential. As part of Thank
a Teacher Day 2026, we’re inviting students to recognise the teachers and support staff who have made a real
difference to their school experience.

This is your chance to celebrate the people who encourage your Aspiration for Learning — the ones who motivate
you, support you, and help you grow.

💬 Share your appreciation using the form below: https://forms.office.com/e/Q29cXB1jLD

All students have already been emailed the link directly.

Let’s fill Thank a Teacher Day with gratitude, positivity, and recognition for the amazing staff who make SHS such a
special place to learn.

Thank a Teacher Day - June 19th

https://forms.office.com/e/Q29cXB1jLD


Students at Sir Harry Smith Community College are being invited to take part in a remarkable national initiative that
commemorates the Burma Campaign of the Second World War. This opportunity is supported by an award fund
generously provided by the estate of Dame Vera Lynn and the Burma Association, whose mission is to ensure that
the bravery, sacrifice, and resilience of those who served in Burma are never forgotten.

Throughout next week, assemblies will introduce students to the history and significance of the Burma Campaign.
They will be encouraged to produce a piece of original work that honours the legacy of those who took part. The
format is entirely up to them — it could be an essay, poem, short story, artwork, musical composition, video, or any
other creative medium that meaningfully reflects the campaign’s themes.

To be considered, submissions should demonstrate exceptional effort and show a deep engagement with the values
embodied by those who served: courage, teamwork, resilience, and collaboration across different faiths and ethnic
backgrounds. Students are expected to research the Burma Campaign to inform and inspire their work.

A total of £1200 in award funding is available, which will be shared among SHS students whose work meets the
required standard. Students should enter via the link that they have received via email.

Key Dates:

Application deadline: 19 June 2026
Final judging: September 2026 Students will therefore need to complete much of their work over the summer
break.

Mr Tomlin.

Honouring the Burma Campaign: 
A Creative Opportunity for SHS Students



Our new First Aid Training Course has got off to a fantastic start, with students thoroughly enjoying their first session
and getting hands-on experience in learning essential life-saving skills.

The course covers a range of important topics, including CPR, choking response, cuts and wounds, the safe use of a
defibrillator (AED), and other vital first aid techniques. It is designed to give students the confidence and knowledge
to respond calmly and effectively in emergency situations while developing valuable skills for life.

There is still time to get involved! All students are welcome to sign up for the course using the link that has been sent
to them via email. Whether you're interested in learning new skills, boosting your confidence, or simply want to be
prepared to help others in an emergency, we encourage you to take part.

We look forward to welcoming many more students to the upcoming sessions and seeing them achieve their First Aid
Course Certificate.

Mrs Gosling.

First Aid Course Off to a Great Start!



We would like to share some amazing work from students in their English lessons. This is an amazing set of books -
well done!

Mrs Ibrahim. 

Pride in Work: English Dept



Sir Harry Smith School World Cup
Sweepstake is Here! 

The World Cup kicked off this week, and now it’s time for the College to get involved!

Every form group has been randomly allocated a team, so from now until the final, you’ll have every reason to cheer
them on!
 
What’s up for grabs?
If your allocated team wins the World Cup, your form will earn a FREE non-school uniform day in September! 
There’s also a surprise twist… the form whose team concedes the most goals during the tournament will also win a
free non-school uniform day! 

And it doesn’t stop there…
Members of staff who don’t have a form have been assigned to represent a whole year group. If their team goes all
the way, their entire allocated year group will celebrate with the prize!

And finally, the biggest prize of all… if Miss White’s team, Holland, wins the World Cup, the ENTIRE SCHOOL will enjoy
a free non-school uniform day!

So, find out which team you’ve been given, get behind them, and enjoy the tournament. Good luck to everyone – and
may the best team win!



Congratulations to Sienna F, who will be performing with Hebden School of Dancing Vocational Day School at the Can
You Dance? Super Convention in October 2026.

Can You Dance? (CYD?) is the UK’s biggest touring and industry-leading dance convention company, established in
2012 when founders Matt and Tom met on the BBC One show "So You Think You Can Dance." Since then, CYD? has
grown into a network of conventions. Positioned at the forefront of the dance events industry, CYD? is credited with
introducing the dance convention scene to the UK. The concept was conceived to provide a platform where dancers
could receive education and inspiration within a supportive and professional environment. 

Hebden School of Dancing Vocational Day School offers a unique daytime training programme designed for gifted
individual. Sienna attends every Friday to receive professional-level tuition. Training takes place at fully equipped
studios and covers a broad range of disciplines, including ballet, jazz, lyrical, acro, conditioning and choreography.
For students considering full-time dance or performing arts colleges, the Vocational Day School provides the ideal
preparation for their future careers. 

Congratulations Sienna!

Student Success: Can You Dance?
Super Convention



Student Success: Karting
Championships

We would like to say a big congratulations to Nicholas who won Round 6 of the Club 2000 Kart Championship! Even
though the weather was awful, it did not deter him from driving brilliantly and winning the round!



A-level examinations have begun this week - please find below a copy of the exam timetable, for your reference. 

Mrs Reed.

Year 13 Exam Season



Useful Information

7th July – Sports Awards
A celebration of sporting success at Sir Harry Smith this year,
with guest speaker Mark Saggers – former England hockey
player, talkSPORT presenter and BBC broadcaster. Mark has
interviewed some of the very best, including Muhammad Ali
and Tiger Woods, and is a wonderfully entertaining and
knowledgeable speaker. He has covered all of the major
sporting events worldwide including several World Cups,
International Cricket and won a Sony Award for his work on
the Grand National that never was.

8th July – Summer Music Evening, 7.00pm

Our musicians will showcase their talent one final time
this year. Tickets are available on ParentPay: Adults -
£5.50, Concessions £3.50

Friday 26  June - Saturday 27  June – Somme Tripth th

Those Year 10 students who are attending the Somme
Battlefields Trip should pay close attention to the itinerary
on the letter sent home. Please arrive at college promptly
for 2.55am. 



Useful Information



Key Information

Term Dates

Contacting Us
Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first. 

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991. 

Social Media
Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.  
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