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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

3" July 2026

Dear Parent/Carer,

As a reminder, following on from the communications shared yesterday, with England's match kicking off at
1:00am on Monday, to support students' wellbeing and learning, parents may choose for their child to arrive
later than usual on Monday. Students using this option should arrive by 9:50am, ready for Period 2 at 10:00am.
School will remain open from the normal start time for students attending as usual, including those using
breakfast club or requiring supervision. Please note that school bus and taxi times cannot be changed. We
expect all students to attend school, with lessons running as normal from Period 2 onwards. This flexible start
recognises a unique national occasion while ensuring students are well-rested and ready to learn.

As we come to the end of a slightly cooler week, the forecast is now promising another heatwave period. In light
of this, and after listening to your feedback, we will relax the uniform for the remainder of this term as of
Monday. Please see the information inside this week’s newsletter for further information as to specific details.

This week we have celebrated our students with our annual Awards Evening for students in Years 7 to 10 and
also showcased the outstanding work of our artists at the GCSE and A-level Art Exhibition! Next week will be our
Sports Awards Evening where we celebrate our students’ sporting talents and also our Summer Concert. We are
very lucky to have such a wealth of talent within our school community.

Year 7 students have taken part in an action-packed couple of days at the PGL Outdoor Adventure Centre and
should be returning quite worn out, | would imagine, this afternoon! This week, we have photosfrom PGL and
also from last week’s visit to the Somme and Kentwell Hall, both of which students thoroughly enjoyed.

Year 11 students returning to join our Sixth Form in September took part in 2 days of transition activities at the
start of the week, and next week, we are excited to be welcoming Year 6 students for their transition days in

preparation for their start in Year 7!

As the end of this school year fast approaches, a reminder that on the last day of term, Friday 17" July, the
college will close at 12.20pm for the start of the Summer break.

Best wishes for the weekend.

Dawn UWhite
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Importance of Good Attendance and
Punctuality

Good punctuality is essential for secondary school students as it helps them develop positive habits, maximise
learning opportunities, and prepare for future responsibilities. Students should arrive at school by 8.20am so they
have enough time to settle in, organise their equipment, and be ready to learn when lessons begin.

Arriving on time ensures that students do not miss important instructions, tutor activities, or key learning
opportunities at the start of the school day. Regular punctuality also demonstrates respect for teachers and fellow
students, reduces disruption to lessons, and contributes to higher levels of achievement and attendance.

To encourage good punctuality, students arriving after 8.30am without a valid reason will receive a 10-minute
detention at the start of lunchtime. Students arriving after 9.00am without a valid reason will receive a 20-minute
detention at the start of lunchtime. Developing strong punctuality habits at school helps students build the
reliability, responsibility, and self-discipline that will be valued throughout their education and future careers.




Uniform Adjustments

Sir Harry Smith U o f
COMMUNITY COLLEGE nl orm

Adjustments

from Monday 6 July

As we come to the end of a slightly cocler week, the forecast is now promising
another heatwave period.

In light of this, and after listening to your feedback, we will relax the uniform
for the remainder of this term as of Monday &™ July.

Blazers and ties will no longer be required and students are able to wear
the fullﬂwing'

GIRLS f BOYS

# Black school # Black school
skirt/trousers trodusers or

or tailored black tailored
black shorts shorts or

black PE shorts
* White schoal

i ¢ White schoaol
years 7 - 9 ;:::5 o

. r;l'li‘-rltie palo * White polo
year 10 i:: ‘_IEI

* Marcon PE top # Maroon PE top

Unfortunately, despite previous requests, we had a large number of female
students who chose to wear micro lycra shorts, which are not acceptable,
therefore, we expect students to follow the guidance above.

o - ; : i
® =®  Students that do come to school in incorrect uniform will be isolated and

—— you will be contacted to rectify their uniform.

@ | would like to thank you in advance for your support with this.




Year 11 Prom

Last Friday our Year 11 students celebrated their Leavers’ Prom! They all looked incredible and had an amazing night.
We wish them the best of luck for the next stage of their education.
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Year 11 Prom




Year 11 Prom




Year 10 Somme Battlefields Trip

'On 26th/27th June, 40 students participated in Mr Tomlin's annual 'Battlefield Pilgrimage' to the Somme, a timely
visit given that it was the 110" anniversary of the start of the Somme Battle on 1% July.

Mr Tomlin is something of a First World War obsessive and has been since he was at school, so students were able to
fit in a remarkable range of visits, including a tour around the preserved battlefield at Newfoundland Park, the
Lochnagar Crater where some of the men from the Cambridgeshire Pals, who are now on the Whittlesey memorial,
fought and died. Students also visited the Thiepval memorial to the missing where they were able to pick out some
of those same men.

Throughout the trip, students experienced the First World War through the words of the men who fought here, such
as the moving last letter written by Lt Townsend before his death and burial in the Dartmoor cemetery. In addition,
we were able to take a student to visit the grave of his ancestor, an officer in the Grenadier Guards. It was a moving
moment, especially as Mrs Tomlin read Rupert Brooke's poem 'The Soldier' over his grave.

We finished our tour off with a short but emotional service honouring the war dead at the huge Serre No 2
ceremony, where a student laid a wreath on behalf of the staff and students of the school.

Mr Tomlin would like to thank Ms Lawrence, Miss Timms, Mr Shackleton and Mrs Tomlin for giving up their time (and
sleep!) to provide our students with this opportunity.




Year 10 Somme Battlefields Trip
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Year 8 Kentwell Hall Trip

On Thursday last week, we took 90 students on two delightfully air-conditioned coaches to Kentwell Hall, which had
been transformed into a snapshot of Tudor England. Our students had the opportunity to speak to professionals who
acted and spoke as people did in Tudor times.

Students had the opportunity to take part in Tudor dancing, learn how blacksmiths worked at their forges and the items
they made, listen to a fascinating talk on archery and the importance of the longbow, and experience many other
aspects of Tudor life. Some students helped to serve their elders and the Lords and Ladies of the manor their food.

We also had the opportunity to explore Kentwell Hall itself, where bakers were busy preparing bread, feed the fish in the
moat, and, for some students, even witness the witchcraft that is the Camera Obscural!

Many students asked insightful questions of the actors, even if they sometimes struggled to understand the old Tudor
English. We also managed to stay safe in the heat.

Thank you to all the staff that helped make the trip a reality and thank you to those students who really engaged with
the experience.

Mr Haycock-lvo.




Awards Evening

On Thursday, we held our annual Awards Event, celebrating the fantastic achievements of our students over the past
year. Many students were presented with certificates and trophies in recognition of their hard work and success.
Congratulations to everyone who received an award — you should be incredibly proud of your achievements!

Mr Treliving.
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City Schools Athletics Competition

On Tuesday, our Year 7/8 boys' and girls' athletics teams proudly represented SHS at the City Schools Athletics
Competition.

A huge congratulations to all of our athletes who competed. Your determination, teamwork, and sportsmanship
were outstanding, and you represented our school with pride both on and off the track. We are incredibly proud of

the effort and commitment shown by every competitor.

For many of our Year 7 students, this was their first time competing at this event. They all rose to the occasion with
determination and enthusiasm, and we are incredibly proud of every single one of them!

A special congratulations goes to Bentley, who broke the 1500m record with a fantastic time of 4:49.35. Bentley also
competed in the 300m race, finishing in an impressive 2nd place.

A huge well done to Harry, who qualified for both the 100m and 200m finals, finishing 6th in the 100m final and
achieving an excellent 3rd place in the 200m final.

Well done also to Annie, who competed in the 200m final and finished in a fantastic 5th place overall. Our Year 8
girls finished with 16 points and our Year 8 boys finished with 27 points.

Congratulations once again to everyone involved. You should all be incredibly proud of your achievements, and we
look forward to celebrating more sporting successes throughout the year!

Miss Ponder.




Sixth Form Induction

On 29th and 30th June, we were thrilled to welcome our newest Sixth Form students to college for two fantastic
induction days. It was wonderful to see so many enthusiastic young people taking their first steps towards the next
exciting stage of their education.

Day 1 was all about building friendships, developing confidence and embracing new challenges. Alongside our
current Sixth Form students, the new cohort took part in a variety of fun and engaging teamwork and leadership
activities led by our fantastic Command JOE instructor, Marc. There was plenty of laughter, encouragement and
determination as students worked together to develop valuable skills including resilience, perseverance,
communication and problem-solving. They also participated in inspiring workshops on Developing a Growth Mindset
and How to Be a Successful Sixth Form Student, helping them to feel confident, motivated and ready for the
opportunities that lie ahead.

On Day 2, students enjoyed a taste of Sixth Form life by attending lessons in their chosen subjects. They met their
teachers, explored the exciting topics they will study from September and gained a clear understanding of course
expectations. Students were also introduced to the summer transition work, which will provide a strong foundation
for their studies and help them begin the new academic year with confidence. All transition work is available in the
Sixth Form section of the college website.

We have loved getting to know our new students over the two days and have been incredibly impressed by their
enthusiasm, positivity and willingness to get involved. We can't wait to welcome them back on Thursday 20th August
for GCSE Results Day, when they will celebrate their achievements, confirm their places and officially begin their
exciting Sixth Form journey. We look forward to seeing everything they will accomplish over the next two years.
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Year 7 PGL Adventure Trip

From the 1st to the 3rd of July, our Year 7 students enjoyed an exciting residential trip to PGL, packed with
adventure, teamwork, and unforgettable experiences.

Throughout the three days, students challenged themselves by taking part in a wide range of activities, including raft
building, archery, the giant swing, and problem-solving challenges. These activities encouraged students to step
outside their comfort zones, build confidence, and develop their communication and teamwork skills.

The fun didn't stop during the day! In the evenings, both students and teachers thoroughly enjoyed taking part in a
silent disco and a lively quiz night, creating lasting memories together.

We are incredibly proud of the way our Year 7 students represented Sir Harry Smith throughout the trip. They
demonstrated excellent behaviour, supported one another, and worked exceptionally well in teams to overcome

challenges. Their enthusiasm and positive attitudes made the trip a fantastic success.

A huge thank you to all the staff who gave their time to make the visit possible. It was a memorable experience for
everyone involved, and one that our Year 7 students will remember for years to come.

Miss Tyson.
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SHSCC Careers Fair

We are delighted to welcome more than 70 universities, businesses and organisations to our bi-annual Careers Fair on
Thursday 9 July.

Throughout the day, each year group will have the opportunity to meet with exhibitors, explore a wide range of
education and career pathways, and discover the many exciting opportunities available to them.

Among this year's exhibitors are the Royal Air Force, British Army and Royal Navy, alongside universities from across the
UK. Students will also have the chance to speak with representatives from the Police and Fire & Rescue Service, who
will have a fire engine on site. AB Texel will be bringing one of its HGVs, while the Prison Service will be showcasing the
diverse careers available within the service, accompanied by one of its prison dogs.

https://www.sirharrysmith.cambs.sch.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=3&storyid=99
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Summer Music Evening 2026

SIR HARRY SMITH COMMUNITY
COLLEGE PRESENTS ...

Wednesday 8" July 2026
7:00pm

SUMMER MUSIC
LVENING

Tickets available on ParentPay

Adults - £5.50 Consessions - £3.50



Sir Harry Smith School World Cup
Sweepstake update...

WORLD CUP UPDATE:

The 2026 FIFA World Cup knockout stage has delivered plenty of excitement already, and the Sir Harry Smith World
Cup Sweepstake is heating up as we edge closer to the quarter-finals.

Several tutor groups have sadly seen their World Cup dreams come to an end this week. We say goodbye to 10D
(Norway), 10F (Senegal), 6LEN (Algeria), 6RHE (Austria), 8A (DR Congo) and 8G (Croatia) after their teams were
knocked out. Croatia pushed Portugal all the way before falling to a dramatic 2-1 defeat, while Spain comfortably
progressed and now face Portugal in one of the standout ties of the Round of 16.

There was also heartbreak for Miss White, whose Netherlands side were beaten on penalties by Morocco. That
means the dream of the whole school earning a free non-school uniform day has come to an end. However, there's
still everything to play for, as a year group can still win the prize!

The spotlight now turns to England, represented by 8E (Miss Hunt and Mrs Guest). The Three Lions have reached
the Round of 16 after defeating DR Congo and now face Mexico. Could football finally be coming home? If England
can keep their impressive form going, 8E could be celebrating in September!

England aren't the only favourites left. 9C (Mr Gatty's tutor group) are still cheering on a very strong France side,
who have looked outstanding throughout the tournament and are among the bookmakers' favourites to lift the
trophy. Year 9 (Mr Holland) continue to back an equally impressive Spain, who have swept into the last 16 and now
face neighbours Portugal in what promises to be one of the ties of the tournament.

Remember, the winning tutor group or year group will earn a FREE non-school uniform day in September, so every
remaining match could make all the difference.

Good luck to everyone still in the running — who will be celebrating when the final whistle blows?




Sir Harry Smith School World Cup:
Keepy-Uppy Challenge

~, otudents are to complete
Y 100 keepy uppy's a day
/ throughout the World Cup.
“ If you cannot do 100 in one go,
you do not need to.

\ Can anyone record themselves doing this,
/possibly even including a few tricks?

Get sponsored for cancer research
| if you can - this works towards your
’ Aspire Awards - Service Award.
. One video from everyone that enters.
| If you raise some money look at the website
/' for a free Bobby Moore tee shirt!

_ _ Please email your video to - o “I'
'8,' challenges@sirharrvsmith.cum: ﬁ
E PLAY. CHALLENGE. INSPIRE. vwwwmocs . =




Kooth Mental Health Support

While the summer holidays will offer young people a well-deserved rest, the transition away from the daily routine
and support networks of school, college, or university can be challenging.

We want to reassure you that Kooth is here for your young people every single day of the summer holidays.

As an established and freely accessible digital mental health service offering BACP-accredited one-to-one support,
Kooth ensures that young people still have access to professional care when your doors are closed.

How Kooth supports students:
o Free & confidential: no cost, no referrals, and no waiting lists
o One-to-one support: live text chats with qualified practitioners available until 10pm 365 days a year
o Community & peer support: moderated forums where young people can share experiences safely
« Self-help tools: mood trackers, goal-setting tools, and a library of therapeutic resources

Kooth have created a short introductory video. It takes just 5 minutes and runs through exactly how Kooth works.

Watch and share the video here

upporting young
peoples’ mental health

over the summer holidays

oung people, whenever the



https://kooth.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d59bd9b5bcf63d9845647aa1f&id=323654332c&e=0e55f1bc4a

Useful Information

7th July — Sports Awards

A celebration of sporting success at Sir Harry Smith this year,
with guest speaker Mark Saggers — former England hockey
player, talkSPORT presenter and BBC broadcaster. Mark has
interviewed some of the very best, including Muhammad Ali
and Tiger Woods, and is a wonderfully entertaining and
knowledgeable speaker. He has covered all of the major
sporting events worldwide including several World Cups,
International Cricket and won a Sony Award for his work on
the Grand National that never was.

With England's upcoming match kicking off at 1:00am on Monday
6th July, we recognise that many families may wish to watch the
game together. Like so many across the country, many of our
students are very excited about the occasion.

To support our students' wellbeing while ensuring they can make the
most of their learning time, students may arrive later than usual on d
Monday 6th July if parents wish. Students choosing this option

should arrive at school by 9:50am, ready to begin Period 2 6‘,

promptly at 10:00am. }_

School will remain open from the usual start time for any students
who wish to attend as normal, including those accessing breakfast
club or requiring supervision before 10:00am.

2026 SEPTEMBER

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 45 For those of you looking to plan ahead and book
6 7 8 9 1011 12 holidays, our term dates for 2027/28 are now available

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 on our website.
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30
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Useful Information
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Key Information

Term Dates

SPRING TERM 2026

START OF TERM Monday Sth January 2026
Professional Day [college closed to students) Friday 13th February 2036
Half Term Monday 16th to Friday 20th February 2026
Last Day of Term Friday 27th March 2026

SUMMER TERM 2026

START OF TERM Monday 13th April 2026
ray Day Bank Holiday (college closed) Monday &th May 2026
Half Téerm Monday 25th 1o Friday 29th May 2026
Last Day of Term Friday 17th July 2026
Professional Cay (college closed 1o students) Monday 20th July 2026

Contacting Us

Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first.

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991.

Social Media

Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.
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