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5th May 2020
Dear Parent/Carer
I do hope that you and your families are continuing to stay safe and healthy.
We have had some families contact the College with concerns about home learning. These range from families feeling overwhelmed to those wanting more work to be set and those wanting different forms of online learning. Clearly, each family has different circumstances and there can be no ‘one size fits all’ approach. I would encourage every family to do what is right for them in putting the wellbeing of yourselves and your child(ren) first. If this means that home learning tasks do not always get completed, especially for Years 7, 8 and 9, please do not be concerned.
To help provide some structure for our students in Years 7-9 we have decided to create a loose framework which subjects will be using.  Most subjects will aim to publish work on a regular basis using the framework below as a guide.  However, for some key curriculum areas it may be appropriate to set work to fit around timetabled lessons, due to the number of lessons allocated to this subject in the normal school timetable. This system is being put in place to help students and parents manage daily learning. Where possible, in line with national advice, we recommend that students spend 4 hours per day on learning at home. 

	Subjects
	Day

	
	

	Maths, PE, ICT, RE
	Monday

	English, Geography, History, 
	Tuesday

	Science, Drama
	Wednesday

	Art, Music, DT, Food
	Thursday

	Skills for Life , German, French
	Friday







For Years 7-10, each subject has constructed a ‘curriculum checklist’ outlining the learning goals they want students to achieve during this next stage of home learning; identifying the specific knowledge / skills that matter most. Please select from the attached list the ‘curriculum checklist’ relevant to your child/ren’s year group.
For Year 10 and 12 students, teachers will continue to set work on a daily or weekly basis and in line with the exam syllabus and the hours that their subject would normally have on the school timetable.
As previously mentioned, for students in Years 11 and 13, teachers will continue to ensure that resources are published to enable students to complete the content of the course (as necessary). Exam papers, examiners’ reports and mark schemes will be provided, should students wish to prepare to take the exam at a later date.
Staff will avoid setting work, which involves printing off copies of worksheets and resources, as we are aware that not all families have printing facilities. On a fortnightly basis, we will continue to post hard copies of resources to students without any IT facilities.
We know that students are missing direct contact with staff, and indeed staff are missing contact with students. Please be aware that we have been advised not to run ‘live’ online lessons on Zoom or similar platforms due to the inherent privacy and possible safeguarding issues with this approach. We are aware of other schools that started to undertake live lessons and have since stopped doing so. A lack of ‘live’ lessons does not mean that staff are not working hard behind the scenes. 
A fortnightly bulletin will be published for each Key Stage to assist with communication, motivation and well-being.
Please remember, students in all year groups are able to communicate with their teachers via Show My Homework to ask questions about their work and receive guidance.
I do hope this will further support both students and parents during these challenging times.

Please do continue to follow the Government’s ‘Stay at home and stay safe’ message.

Yours sincerely

[image: ]
Dawn White
Principal 
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