	
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

26th March 2020

Dear Parent/Carer
Further to the letter we sent regarding the College’s closure and prior to the Government’s decision to instruct all schools to close to almost all students until further notice, I would like to update you and provide you with some guidance to support your child whilst the College is closed. We have carefully considered the most appropriate way to enable students to continue with their studies during these unprecedented times and are constantly reviewing the way students can access and complete work from home, so that the College is in a position to help you and our students sustain this for the coming months.
Teaching staff will continue to provide a selection of tasks and resources via Show My Homework, which will enable your child to work at home. Students in Key Stage 3 can select which tasks they would like to complete from the range available. If your child would like an additional challenge, please encourage them to look at the work provided for the year above. Year 10 and 12 students will receive work related to their courses and should continue to study in preparation for their forthcoming examinations in 2021.
Following the Government’s decision to cancel all GCSE and A Level exams this year and whilst we are awaiting further guidance from Ofqual, we will be providing work, revision resources and exam questions with mark schemes for Year 11 and 13 students. We understand that most courses are either complete or near completion, so some tasks will be for recall and reinforcement. The work available is there to ensure that each student has full access to the knowledge requirements of each course should they wish to sit the examination at a future date. It will also mean that any potential gaps in knowledge are addressed as best we can and that students are fully prepared for the next stage of their education/career pathway.
As is current, completion dates will be indicated for each task, this is simply the date the task will be removed from the student’s ‘to do’ list. All work is being set to give students the opportunity to engage with the curriculum at this very unusual time in education. 
Teachers have been advised not to contact students directly via email for safeguarding purposes.  Teachers will post any required information upon the Show My Homework website for Years 7-13 inclusive.  However, should you experience any difficulties with this, then you can directly access our whole school Show My Homework calendar at https://sirharrysmith.satchelone.com/school/homeworks/calendar. 
We shall continue to monitor the Ofqual website carefully and will share information regarding examinations when notified. For parents of students in Year 11 and 13, please see our recent email, which includes a FAQ sheet for your information.
My sincere thanks to you all for doing your best to support your child’s home learning during this time. I do fully appreciate the challenges this may pose. We are also very pleased with how the students have responded to the resources we have provided and would like to thank them too.
In addition, the Local Authority have created a new section on their Learn Together site called Home Learning https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/home-learning This is made up of several pages, each containing many high quality resources that are all free to use.  
Currently, there are pages for English, Maths, PE, Early Years, wellbeing and other subjects, with well over 200 links to free resources for families and schools to use. The list of resources includes interactive lessons, virtual tours, games and activity packs as well as some popular learning links to BBC Learning and other educational websites. 
The next addition to the website will be a page of challenges and projects, where they will share some of the most fun activities that are designed to engage young learners and enhance their learning experiences with a chance to win a prize.
We will continue to update you via School Comms as appropriate.  If you urgently need to contact the College, please use the office@sirharrysmith.cambs.sch.uk email address. 

Thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely 
[image: ]
Dawn White 
Principal
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