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	Sir Harry Smith Community College Curriculum Map                SUBJECT:  GCSE Psychology                  YEAR 10              2022-23

	Curriculum Intent: To offer students a unique opportunity to study human behaviour from different perspectives, so that students can develop a deeper understanding of the origins of behaviour. By the end of their time with us, we hope that students can apply their knowledge to wider society in terms of treatment, prevention and support for those who need it most.

	School Values
	Curriculum Focus
	Term 1 – Research Methods and Criminal Psychology
	Term 2 – Development 
	Term 3 – Psychological Problems and Mock Preparation 

	High Quality Learning Experience
	Literacy Skills and Key Vocabulary
	Experimental Methods, Data Collection, Hypothesis, Variables, Reliability, Validity, Social Learning Theory, Criminal Personality Theory, Punishment, Rehabilitation.
	Neuropsychology, Stages of Development, Piaget, Dweck, Theory of Mindset, Willingham, Myth of Learning Styles, Key Stages.
	Prevalence, Schizophrenia, Depression, ABC Model of Depression, Social Drift Theory, Social Rank Theory, Biological Theory, Drug Treatments, Dopamine, Synaptic Transmission.

	Pursuit of Excellence
	Knowledge and Skills
	How do psychologists conduct research?
Analytical and mathematical skills, problem solving, interpreting graphs, conducting own research.

Why is crime a subjective concept and why do people commit crime?
Assess different theories and research of criminal behaviour

	How do children’s brain develop as they grow and why is mindset important?
Explain stages of brain development, IQ tests and different theories exploring development.

	Explore different theories of Schizophrenia and Depression, how can we help those who suffer?
Evaluate different theories of mental health problems and the effectiveness of treatments.
Consolidation of Paper 1 topics by reflecting on collective progress so far.


	
	Subject specific pedagogy
	Opportunity to conduct class research and a psychological report write up on the findings. Methods of dual coding, growth mindset, metacognition and interleaved practice are embedded throughout.
	Methods of dual coding, growth mindset, metacognition and interleaved practice are embedded throughout.


	Extending the boundaries of learning
	Cultural Capital and beyond the curriculum
	Exploring different pieces of well-known research. Application of knowledge to wider society and the importance of psychology in a modern world. 
	Application section of the topic enables students to apply their knowledge to wider society.
	Exploration of mental health problems and how best to treat individuals. Opportunities to discuss and present the importance of Mental Health Act 1959.

	Achievement
	Assessment
	End of topic assessment, weekly retrieval practice using mini-white boards and short mark exam question practice.

Feedback is provided in a range of different ways such as verbal, written, whole-class and peer assessed.
	End of topic assessment, weekly retrieval practice using mini-white boards, short mark exam question practice.

Introduction and development of 13-mark responses.

Feedback is provided in a range of different ways such as verbal, written, whole-class and peer assessed.
	End of topic assessment, weekly retrieval practice using mini-white boards, short mark exam question practice and development of 13-mark responses.

Detailed feedback provided to students to enable them to rectify any misconceptions or gaps in knowledge.


	Valuing People
	How our curriculum meets the needs of every individual
	Continuous emphasis on key terminology and retrieval practice of this throughout the course. Breaking down key terms into smaller words to understand wider meanings and further reading opportunities embedded throughout (e.g. subscription to Psychology Review, Psychology Digest)

Liaising with year leaders, student support department, form tutors and parents to develop a holistic understanding of our students, so that any intervention is bespoke to the individual.

Independent leaners are provided support via the uploading of relevant classwork onto TEAMs, this allows students to reflect on their learning and revisit any material they may wish to recap as part of their revision or independent learning. Students who miss lessons for various reasons are then able to complete work in preparation for future lessons.

Staff within the department continuously share good practice through regular meetings, lesson drop-ins, marking standardisation and feedback after completing various CPD courses. 

BehaviourWatch and telephone calls home are used to regularly keep in touch with parents regarding behaviour for learning in lessons. Parents are contacted via email or telephone if there are any persistent issues in class or to discuss positive contributions and work from our students.

At various points in the year sixth form students drop into lessons and take out smaller group of students who may need extra support or challenge to act as peer mentors. These students have all completed the GCSE and achieved within the 7-9 grade and are supported by the class teacher to develop resources to instil good practice in students.
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Sir Harry Smith Community College Curriculum

Our curriculum is designed to support our Mission and Values,

is shaped by the belief that every student will have access to a great curriculum that encourages,

motivates, and inspires students to love learning and develop a deep knowledge of curriculum content.

Pursuit of excellence

Valuing people

Achievement

High quality learning

experience

Extending the boundaries of
learning

Our Values and the Curriculum

An engaging and challenging curriculum with the highest quality of learning and teaching that stretches and develops students’
aspirations.

A curriculum that meets the needs of every individual learner and encourages all students to develop relationships based on
mutual respect and understanding in order to make a valued contribution to the school and the wider community.

A curriculum that supports all students to acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to attain the qualifications which best
prepare them for post 18 opportunities and future careers

Through our curriculum students develop a life long love of learning and the necessary skills to be confident, resilient,
responsible and ambitious learners.

Through the curriculum and beyond, provide the highest holistic educational experience for all students. Each individual student
will have the opportunity to enjoy a varied range of academic, cultural, artistic, physical and social activities that enhance and
extend the curriculum; including providing a range of opportunities for spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) education that
instils the values of the College and our community.




