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	Sir Harry Smith Community College Curriculum Map                SUBJECT:  GCSE Psychology                  YEAR 13             2022-23

	Curriculum Intent: To offer students a unique opportunity to study human behaviour from different perspectives, so that students can develop a deeper understanding of the origins of behaviour. By the end of their time with us, we hope that students can apply their knowledge to wider society in terms of treatment, prevention and support for those who need it most.

	School Values
	Curriculum Focus
	Term 1 – Issues and Debates, Eating Behaviour.
	Term 2 – Relationships, Aggression.
	Term 3 – Revision and Exam Preparation.

	High Quality Learning Experience
	Literacy Skills and Key Vocabulary
	Gender and culture bias, free-will vs. determinism, nature vs. nurture, holism vs. reductionism, idiographic vs. nomothetic approaches and ethical implications within research to include social sensitivity.

Evolutionary and learning processes in food preference, neural and hormonal mechanisms involved in eating (leptin and ghrelin), neural and genetic explanations of anorexia nervosa, psychological explanations for anorexia nervosa, genetic and neural explanations for obesity, psychological explanations for obesity, explanations for the success and failure of dieting.
	Evolutionary explanations for partner preferences, factors affecting attraction in relationships, theories of romantic relationships, virtual relationships in social media and parasocial relationships. 

Neural and hormonal mechanisms in aggression, ethological and evolutionary explanations of aggression, social psychological explanations of aggression, institutional aggression and the medias influence on aggression.
	Paper 1
Attachment
Psychopathology
Memory
Social Influence

Paper 2
Biopsychology
Approaches
Research Methods

Paper 3
Issues and Debates
Relationships
Aggression
Eating Behaviour

	Pursuit of Excellence
	Knowledge and Skills
	Why do people develop Anorexia and Obesity?
Explore different theories of eating behaviour and treatments to support those who suffer.

Which debates occur in Psychology?
Compare different themes within psychology across all topics learned.

	What factors are involved when deciding who to romantically partner with?
Assess different theories of relationships and their usefulness in modern society

Is aggression an adaptive function?
Examine different perspectives on aggression and assess theories and research.
	Confidence with assessment objectives in preparation for summer exams.

AO1 = Knowledge and Understanding
AO2 = Application of Knowledge
AO3 = Evaluation/Discussion of concepts

Research Methods skills and processes to be recapped with emphasis on data handling and analysis.

	
	Subject specific pedagogy
	Continuous retrieval practice using mini-white boards and low stakes assessments to check and correct misconceptions. Interleaved practice is embedded throughout to continuously revisit previous topics, aiding in memory recall. Dual coding, metacognition and growth mindset.

	Extending the boundaries of learning
	Cultural Capital and beyond the curriculum
	Students can explore a topic which focuses on disordered eating, this enables students to develop a better understanding of a niche group of individuals in society. There are numerous documentaries to support student understanding and demonstrate the relevance of this subject matter. 

	Being able to explore the criminal justice system and how our knowledge and understanding of aggression may impact how sentences are issued to criminals.

Students develop an understanding of romantic relationships and may be able to identify within themselves and others the features of a healthy relationship. This is done through providing students with supportive reading and podcasts.
	Inviting in previous successful psychology students to run some sessions with students on revision strategies and practical techniques in the exam to support students.

	Achievement
	Assessment
	End of unit assessments which consistently refer to research methods and regular timed responses to extended writing questions, as well as low stakes retrieval practice quizzes using mini-white boards and online software.




	End of unit assessments which consistently refer to research methods and regular timed responses to extended writing questions, as well as low stakes retrieval practice quizzes using mini-white boards and online software.

Paper 1 and 2 mocks to be completed in January.
	Continuous retrieval practice and recapping content. Predominant focus will be on extended writing questions, application questions and research methods skills.

Tricky areas are identified using student data, examiners reports and previous cohort performance per paper to direct lesson time revision.

	Valuing People
	How our curriculum meets the needs of every individual
	Continuous emphasis on key terminology and retrieval practice of this throughout the course. Breaking down key terms into smaller words to understand wider meanings and further reading opportunities embedded throughout (e.g. subscription to Psychology Review, Psychology Digest).

Students will receive regular feedback in numerous forms which will enable students to track their own progress and identify gaps in knowledge, misconceptions or issues with extended writing structuring.

Liaising with year leaders, student support department, form tutors and parents to develop a holistic understanding of our students, so that any intervention is bespoke to the individual.

Independent leaners are provided support via the uploading of relevant classwork onto TEAMs, this allows students to reflect on their learning and revisit any material they may wish to recap as part of their revision or independent learning. Students who miss lessons for various reasons are then able to complete work in preparation for future lessons.

Staff within the department continuously share good practice through regular meetings, lesson drop-ins, marking standardisation and feedback after completing various CPD courses. 

BehaviourWatch and telephone calls home are used to regularly keep in touch with parents regarding behaviour for learning in lessons. Parents are contacted via email or telephone if there are any persistent issues in class or to discuss positive contributions and work from our students.

Previous sixth form students are invited into the college who have gone on to study a social science at degree level or equivalent to provide career prospects, revision strategies and examples of good practice with our sixth form students.
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Our curriculum is designed to support our Mission and Values,

is shaped by the belief that every student will have access to a great curriculum that encourages,

motivates, and inspires students to love learning and develop a deep knowledge of curriculum content.

Pursuit of excellence

Valuing people

Achievement

High quality learning

experience

Extending the boundaries of
learning

Our Values and the Curriculum

An engaging and challenging curriculum with the highest quality of learning and teaching that stretches and develops students’
aspirations.

A curriculum that meets the needs of every individual learner and encourages all students to develop relationships based on
mutual respect and understanding in order to make a valued contribution to the school and the wider community.

A curriculum that supports all students to acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to attain the qualifications which best
prepare them for post 18 opportunities and future careers

Through our curriculum students develop a life long love of learning and the necessary skills to be confident, resilient,
responsible and ambitious learners.

Through the curriculum and beyond, provide the highest holistic educational experience for all students. Each individual student
will have the opportunity to enjoy a varied range of academic, cultural, artistic, physical and social activities that enhance and
extend the curriculum; including providing a range of opportunities for spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) education that
instils the values of the College and our community.




